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Preface to the Fourth Edition 


The statistics have been brought up to date, and so 
have the brief accounte of the various producing coun¬ 
tries. The technical ^progress of the industry has 
consisted chiefly in the inweased size of the factories 
and machinery. Improvements in the construction and 
use of the machinery continue to be evolved as time 
goes on, but do not develop an 5 dhing sufficiently flew 
to call for special notice in this elementary treatise. 
The only strikingly new feature is the extension of the 
system of producing white sugar direct from the cane 
juice and the perfecting of its methods. By white 
sugar is here meant fine, dry grocery sugar of the 
highest quality and whiteness, which will keep for 
any length of time without deteriorating. No cane 
sugar factory can produce such sugar without per¬ 
fection in the arrangement of the necessary machinery, 
great skill an^ care on the part of the managers 
and workmen, and the carrying out of the process 
by methods recognized as most successful. Tliis 
was comparatively easy in the case of the beetroot 
sugar industry; with cane juice greater care and %killare 
absolutely essential. It remains to be seen how far 
tropical management and labour will succ^ in this 
new undertaking. 

Several new books of very high class have appeared 
since the first edition of this little handbook. "The 
World’s Cane Sugar Industry : Past and Present,” by 
Dr. H. C. Prinsen Geerligs, published by Norman Rodger, 
2 St.J}unstan’s Hill, E.C., should be read by every one 
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who wants to know all about the history oi sugar, wnn- 
out being troubled with its technicalities. Those who 
desire the technicalities, most interesting and essential 
to the expert, must read the latest edition (1911) of 
Noel Deerr’s " Cane Sugar," from the same publisher, 
who has also published “ Practical White Sugar Manu¬ 
facture ” (1915), and " Chemical Control in Cane Sugar 
Factories ” (1917), both by Dr. H. C. Prinsen Geerligs 
Another book from the same publisher deals again with 
" Plantation White Sugar and its Manufacture,” by 
Harloff and Schmidt, translated from the second revised 
Dutch edition by James P. Ogilvie, F.C.S., Technical 
Editor of the ItUernaiional Sugar Journal. A new book 
has recently appeared from the United States, “ Some¬ 
thing About Sugar,” by George M. Rolph, a handsome 
volume, well illustrated, giving first a full account of 
production and refining, and then a hiSRiry of the 
industry. 

Tlie diagram in the Appendix is merely intended to 
indicate that variation in visible supplies is the cause 
of variations in price. It is not put there for statistical 
purposes, but it does, incidentally, illustrate what 
happened at a very critical period in the history of sugar, 
namely, that the abolition of the bounties, in 1903, had 
no effect on the price of sugar, which remained rather 
beloifr the cost of production, except when, in 1904, a 
bad teetroot crop, which deprived consumers of 
1,200,000 tons of sugar, sent prices up for a few months, 
until a gobd crop, in 1^5, sent them down again below 
cost of production. 



Preface to the First Edition 


Tjie ptiblishers have asked me to write a little book on 
Sugar. I take this to mean a popular book which shall 
attract the reader by being, if possible, interesting as 
well as instructive, and that where technical detail is 
necessary it shall not be too “ dry.” 

But for those whom I may succeed in interesting, 
and who may desire to know more and go deeper, I can 
recommend a few books of a reliable character. One 
of the greatest sugar experts of the present day is H. C. 
Prinsen Gecrligs, 1 who has been doing splendid work in 
Java for many years. He wrote a little book in*1902, 
published at the office of The Sugar Cane, Altrin¬ 
cham, on “ Cane Sugar and the Process of its Manu¬ 
facture iih Java,” which is easy to read and well worth 
reading. This was followed by a larger work in 1909, 
published by Norman Rodger at the same office, entitled 
“ Cane Sugar and its Manufacture.” It does what it 
professes, giving in one book all that is known of the 
chemistry and technology of the sugar cane and cane 
sugar manufacture. The technicalities relating to 
machinery ft leaves to others, csirccially to Noel Deerr’s 
work, “ Sugar and the Sugar Cane.” This book, a very 
excellent one, published in the same office, appeared 
in 1905. The most recent work, published by Edward 
Stanford in 1909, " The Manufacture of Cave Sugar,” 
by Llewell}® Jones, M.I.E.S., and Frederic I. Scard, 
F.I.C., is also a fine work, profusely illustrated. A new 
edition, published by Spon, 1909, has recently appeared, 
of iTewlands’ portly and expensive volume, “ Sugar; a 
Handbook for Planters and Refiners,” bringing things 

> Now Dr. H. C. Prinsen Gocrligs. 
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up to date. I fiasten to express my acknowledgmeiits 
to all tlKsc authors.* 

The Sugar Cane, now called The International 
Sugar Journal, published at Altrincham,® is the best 
' English vade-mecum for technical matters and geneisl 
news connected with sugar. The West India Committee 
Circular is also well worth reading, full of interesting 
«ews and good jiictures. The Journal des Fabricants de 
Sucre, the Paris organ of the French industry, has been 
one of my constant companions ever since its birth 
in 1860. It is a mine of accurate information on all 
matters connected with the world’s sugar industry. 
From America we get the Louisiana Planter, the 
American Sugar Industry and Beet Sugar Gazette,* 
Willett and Gray’s Weekly Statistical Sugar Trade 
Journal, and other useful guides to knowledge. There 
are also German and Austrian sugar journals of a first- 
class character for those who can read the "language. 
The inquiring student, when he has read and digested 
the larger works which I have mentioned, can therefore 
keep up his knowledge from week to week by reading 
the journals of the day. If this little popular treatise . 
succeeds in impelling him to further study I shall not 
have laboured in vain. • 

‘ The following are exhaustive treatises on the beetroot 
sugar industry : " Beet-Sugar Manufacture," by Lewis S. Ware: 

2 vols., Hew York, 1905. "Treatise on the Manufacture of 
Beetroot Sugar,” by Paul Horsin-D6on, revised and enlarged Iw 
Georges Horsin-Dton; third edition, 2 vols., Paris, 1912. 

" Treatise on the Manufacture of Beetroot Sugar," by Manoury, 
Paris. • 

* Now 2 St. Dunstan's Hill, I-ondon, E.C. 

• Now Sugar, 
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iwSlflSi i i n w i M ffnamjtwnai, MUHGEMR. AID AOOCKJIK By 
"ieIyo^ b!a., F.ILA^^ MMi*a«.^C.A. Saocwl Edllion, 

MM n ilmv kum in' otoin Im, doUi ^ ^ 

mfUKnui or wunR uw.' (5 n p. 10.) 

SHIPPING 1 

F! M. boDtWSV. WitS^ 

fm». By J. S. Ni/mutv. In crown 8 vo, cloth, 8a pp. . nt I/I 

ulPuaa mUf ISOBt, The prioeMei cd ealculaticm reUtug to the eoet 

oC* md MAt 00, W 4 SC eommercfil cesw. By A. W. E. C»oeB*u>. ^ ||^. 

«BH BVHU. By C. B. W.’ PiTiiatoM and W. BAira 
SlSfBRt la demy #w, doth, aoo pp, •• •*“ 

SECRETARIAL WORK 

MOttUBUL WORK By E. lUnTtif, F.Ci.S. In emra 

ina jo’Wnit luraABiiui work. By o. oldimn. A.c.tk ^ 

bJt AnTOTn r.C.IA lUm- 

^^ttStad with yb ticilmile forim. Second ^tion, Revised uu Eatarfed. 

''^‘^uJnla&'^EiUted br'Htaniii’E. Bum.' In'demr ^ 
^V*AunyAL ByGwaow Pam.e/ < 1 ^» /•«, BafHaHr^Lm 

'Br -vJS 

tSpKtanvtM ov Kswt udoc.iiovairei b, er 

UkcMi Im, In dgnr *vo, dMjj 

lyffBUIVAaiuy BrlXW.RosnraiL Intaiv**<^>^ 
effii f« "« * BdlWl br 'b. Mumn, F.C.IE.' Snoool E^j^ 

LmJanWB ^5Si>tMAt SirimF«uw& Aeom'w^w'EMr 

mtA oo aO matten connected wlui the WMC oc 

' FhOy fltaMratad with theoeceiaar y forma aa#doMinaD^ 

V . ^M^SSnaoiSeialmBehnaolSeoretarid Work. 

INCOME TAX 

A8n»to.lb»rN(i>iiinanitaoMlbi«i^m 
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Edtkm, Revised and Enlarged. In demy 8vo. doth gilt. 518 pp. . MtP 11 /. 

OOlLMUnUE&SSMFiTXli^ OoinBtNPvinsAtsudXinlaiteOlaHdltaMU 
• ByW. E. Smelling, lu demy 8vn, doth gilt, 180 pp. , ^ 

IIOOB TAX m lOFEB-TAX UW AID OA8E6. Including the Finance Act, 

1918. By W. K. Snblling. Third Edition, Revised. In demy 8vo, clotii rilt, 

cxdm’fRorm (Inohidiiic Ebom Mineral Blghti) DUTY, and Leriw nntew 
MuniUoua d Wat Aota. By W. E. Snelung. Fifth Edition. Revised and 
Enlarged. In demy 8vo, do^ gilt, 42a pp.., . Vet 

BUSINESS ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT 

ft TD mCBOLOOY OF KAXAOEMENT. By L. M. Gilbreth. In demy 8vo, doth 

•_gUt , 354 PP .Vet 7 /S‘ 

BMnOxMXIT MAVAOEMENT. Compiled and edited by Damsel BuM}ifnsLD. In 

demy 8vo, doth, 507 Pp.Vet M 

OmCB OBOAVXZATIOR AHD MAVAGEHEVT, OfOtTOlVO mfmmkwsu. 

WOVE. By Lawrence K. Dickbes, M.Com., F.C./r, and H. E. Blaim. 

Fowtta Edition, Revised. In demy Svo, cloth gilt, 314 pp. . . . Vet T/lT' 

HUIIUFAL OBOAnZATUm AMD Mi^QEMENT. Edited by W. Bateson, 

A.C.A, F.S.A.A., In crown 4to, hall leather gilt, with 250 forms, diagrams, etc., 

5 n.l PP .Vet W- 

COUVnvO-BOUSB AID VACKttY OBOAVIZATIQV. By J. Gilmour VViLUAiisaif. 

In demy avOjdoth gilt, 183 PI). a . . lit W* 

GdUGBORd’lWriCB OBOAVUUTIOH. MA 5 A 6 EMEBT. AID AOCOtlVTS. By 
E. A. Cope, and H. W. H. RosiMa. In demy 8vo, cloth gilt, 176 pp., with 

numerous favms.Vlt W* 

OWXimtT OmOE (ttOAVlZATHm AID ACCOUVT 8 . By J. W. Ihinu, F.C.A., 
and T. Colin Campbell, F.C.I. Iu demy Bvo, cloth gilt, 135 pp . . Vfi 


I. Ernbbt Bavley. Ill demy 8vi), doth gilt, 303 pp. . . . . Vet 

OMOteT BUSHIIBB ORGAHIZATIOV AIQ) MAVAOEMEXT. By C L T. 
Beeching and J. Ar-hiur Siurt. Second Edition. In demy 8 vo. 

doth, 160 pp.. Vet 

HDUBTIIAL numo HAVAGEMEXT. By Gbo. a Lkbinoem. with a 
Fo re word by C. E. Musgravb. In demy 8vo, doth gilt, ste pp. . . let 

BBlFnXO OBOAinZATIOX, MAXAOEMm ATO AOOOBXTS. ( 5 m p. yj 
DmnUVCBOmaBmAXlZATKHIJIAHAOEHBXTAVDAOOaDXU. ( 5 MP .74 
BAVX OBGAUZATin AMD MAVACaHEVT. (Seep. 6.) 
m OA VP mm bybtbm. iu atmn 8vo, 100 to. • • *41 • • Vl| 

HUM BTHSMB. By a A. Cope. In crown 8vo, doth dlt, eoo pp., M 
A MAMAL (V DOnJOAUIQ MEXH(»>8. By W. Desborovgb. In demy Svo. 
clGtb. 90pp.. M 

ADVERTISING AND SALESMANSHIP 


Tn naOMT aid RAOnaE or AOVXBUSIXa. ay W. Dill Scon^^W 
la large crown 8vo, cloth, 61 lUustrationB VMHr WV'*' 

AlWtt l i a W At A fePSaiSB IOVOE. By P. T. Chewnoton. la demy 

umimm uuiimimei. ' b , k /i PuJU ^ 

Sto 7 in. by leti n., doth, 128 pp., with many iiluitratiOM . . • 

m nW VUIUISI. Bv Hauy tippe r. In demy Svo, doth gilt, 40B ns. lil #B 1 
tmcEUVOrBnnTSttiBMlirBBXP. AGuidetoAdvertiaataaQtCoaifraelte.'^^' 

By C. Uaswill Tugurtha and J. W. FaiNoe. Foreword by T. awnuliBI. 

, Skajptka. Sise. 6| in. by pt io ., doth, 08 pp,, sritb lUustratiooB • , Vlt 
fBmaanMTOr ADTBOnDre. ByW.Diu.ScoTt,Ph.D. Ittdemylva 

_Wifli 67 i Uustra tioBi.. • ' . VK H/V 

■OW TO ADTBtBBE By G. FaSMCu. In orown Tvo, doth, wltt wiiny , 
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■ By VB.*. Co««io» and G. E. GuuiMU. In crown nra^cia|g ^ 

wjMiwmnp . ByN’C-FowiBl, McistBiliySsMipcrtSalosn^ 

5 “0!!5 -: w b„,. • ta "crowii 8vo: olnti. 

. ft 


jBATEt^S.' iy"^A LUST E. Bcix. 


BUSINESS HANDBOOKS AND WORKS OF 
REFERENCE 

all commerdal ^ „amcroiis maps, Ulrnttalions, • 

.n*V 0 U...ajg. ^ 

crown 4to(eadi about 450 . It! a Uk •* 

^.ED*AT^ \,X’^d'SS'^'MH^’lTRnnSSj^ 

•" *">; "S£ 

'Wte'iBB WslOOK ABB SHABB lUBKEtA Bv Ewa Bayroj. 

“ rcaKaSf^f.. 2 U 
S E^Sn^nSd-y ^ • « 


u/' 


at 


lit 

9l~ 

ltf« 

lit 

tit 


-words, aU ot ten -- - . . i« 

ro^0O«I8Sl(m.Al®BM™ B,E.K-TH..™n„jw 

E»U. Edition. 

Enlarg^^ cr^ 'p^ tatIOIiI anilamlng•ovrt ,1^ t«jw 

VA£uAroW8 Ml>>«>« TAX ufumti. ^ 

rmaamL i? w«*p »«[ 

JSSHT^rriX™: 

ffOWB WO ** *■ 
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Ihi l/( 
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6 w, cloth, a6oJ>t>. 

By Richaud Bavni— 

By W. E. Ttmun. 

■ By S. W. FnawcB. 


BtohM M 







(;OjttMON COipODITlES OP C0MME8PE 
AND INDUSTRIES 

Is Mcb of the band^ks is tbS series t particular product or indust^ is treated IV as 
expert writer aod pnctical man of business. Beghimng with the life historv of the idaot, 
or othtt naturri j^oduct, he follows its development until it becomes a commetcul eeminoditv. 
■sd so OD through the various phases of Its sale in the market and its purchase jv Iim 
consumer. * 

lidi be^ In vomi %f% doth, with nmny illnrtntion^ Ak U, net. ^ 

' ' OAS AW) O Ag VAXDra 

irnunrusi 

GOAL I&R AID 80 MI or ZTS fBODDOn 

MWDnr.VTTie • 


AT AID ITS PBODUOTS 

m 

r AID 8TEBL 


UAIBBt 

OOTTW 

■fTJT 


TOBAOOO 

OATS AID GLAt PRODUCTS 

PA« 

SOAP 

duss AID QLAS8 HAKZIO 
•ms AND B 18 ZN 6 
Bn lUnOB UDDSIRT 
tn BOOT AID SHOE HDUBTBT 


PmOLEUM 
SALT AI D THE SALT HDUBTHT 

xnrrsD fabucs 

zmo _ 

OOBDAOl AID OOBSAOB BIMP AID 


OARPBTB M 
ATOSTOS ^ 
PHOTOORAFBT 
ACIDS AID AIXAUS 
8 XLTXB • 

QQLD 

PAINTS AID TARIISBIS 

BLED IMCIT Y 

ALusuh iu d 

BUTIEU AID CBSBSE 

BBinSB GOBI TRADE 

BNORAVnO 

LEAD 

SlOnU AID QUARRIES 


LAW 

m BUNTS OP OOUIISCIAL LAW. By A. H. Dovolas, tL.B. (Land.). 

In crown Svo, doth, xaSpp. . Ill 

ni OOHIIERGUL LAW & EIQLAID. By J. A. Slater, B.A., LL.B. (Loud.). 

In crown 8vo, cinih, asa pp. Sownth Edition ..... Ill 
Cn LAW OP OOlRBAOT. By R. W. Holland, M.A., M.Se.. LLJX 0 //^Afiddk 
Tm^, In foolscap 8vo, cloth, lao pp. . . . M 

QUBRIdlS AID ANSWERS B OOXUnClAL LAW. By ]. M^u.%TBATeiiXR. 

BafHatefMtf'Lev. In crown 8vo, doth gUt|i 7 a pp. . . . . Ill 

BSAlDAnOB NOBS QB OOHMEBGXAL LAW. By R. W. HkMXAtm. O.B.B.. 

M.A..M.Se.,LLd>. Cloth, Uul by 3|in., s6pp. . . . Ill I/- 

I RAIKOra AID OOniraClAL lAW. By X Llovd Davibs. In 


W- 

ws 

Vi 

Vi 


Ip SvQ, 100 pp. « . . •, • ' k 

mxmmamkuv UW. By tt. A. Corx. In crown Svo, doth, aaS pp.T 
CSmTsUO. PmUSBS. aid ABBRETIATIQBA iy £. A. Cora. Thl^ 
Rdltlon. In crown Si*, doth, ai6 pp. • In 

SOU(ROR*S CXfRX'S OUIDB. By the same Author. In crown Svo, cloth 

QBB^Bt AIcjfe. By B, A. Co ra. In cro wn 8vo, cloth, to 6 pp. 9 MT 

l mi.e BBODTORI, AID TBU8TBB8. With a Chapter on Intestacy. By 

1 . A. SLAnRLBA.JEL 7 B. (Lond.). In kxhcn 8vo. doth, raa pp. . Ill Wl 

U LAW BttATO m imm cusnn, hares, aamL OatuatL 

ABBCBSi elA, iIa By Lawrenci DocKWOtn, BmrtUtui Lm, In 

fc o hiiw Ira. do8>, ubpp, *.. 1 .Vi 

WHMAinHLAW. Byj|.A.SLATn,B.A.,LLS. {LoDd 4 . lndemySTO,cM j ' 
fUt, ele pp. Fourth Bditioo • • ■■ Wl 

wuk cBmV AID MSBl By 1 . A. Slatir. B,A., LUB. Wid Bdite ’ 

MMOdSSS 01 ^ By -lAinnnroR I>ocnn»«u Thkd Rd lUg B , 

ftwlMd RM Balaiged. In demw doth «Uk. aod op. ^ . . • HR 

MbSSw COVW UV. Br F. D. Hud, ( 0 »S.). I. taw ‘ . 
tataiw^ • ... fO* 
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. By R. W. HatUKD, M.A., M.Sc„ lU), la 


mmnamnaltu'i. . . 

CRIWB SOS TO. . % • • . * Af 

BAnUfpnSnll 01 covm UW. By R. W. Houano. 0.a.B.. M.A., 

MA.. u Td. CloUi.6*ta.by3*tay56TO.. R«i 

BOBUS AD OOMPIIIT UW. Tofet&erwtth the Compsaieft (Consolidation) 
Act, 190S, and Om Act of 1913. By A. C CoMMsm LL.B. (Lrod.^ Second 
BdHIoQ. Revised. In demy 8vo, cloth giU, 348 pp. . * . M 

OQBAiTOASBLAW. AdigNtof teadiogdecimns. ByF.D.ntAn,B.A.(pxon.). 

I n demy Ivo . doth g Ot, 314 .M 

m SfQUBRT'B BOIDS ID RAlLWiT LAW. By Arthus E. Chapman, M.A.. 

LLJ>. (Camb.). Id dtowr 8 vo, ctoth gilt, 300 j>p. . Kai 

tJBMki (SBA 1 SB) CASE LAW. By Gxo. &. Lrsxndkn. In demy Svo. 
^liethgUt, 430 pp. .... . . • . . Rw 

mLAWULAnraro sscsn oohmissiors arb bribes (Cbristvas 
BOBSl UATOSTIES. nPA ale.). Tbs Pravantion ot Cvnqrtim Act. 1908 . 
Bi Ana at Cntw . Bvr utm^Lmf. In demy 8vo, cloth gdt, 198 pp. /. Rat 
QQUIOXB) 80 DBB D 0 T 7 . By W. E. Sksluno. In demy 8 vo, cloth gilt, 337 

P— liAW or OABBUCOL By ). E. R. Stzphsrs, B.A, of the Middlt TmpU, 
DmMm oi Lm. In demy 8vo, cloth eih, 340 to. .Ret 

BB LAW R&A 1 TO TO THE OABlUAaS BT LARD OF PASSEROEBS. 

^wiifat.r A RP QOQDA By S. W. Ctjuin, of tht Middi* Tmplt, BarritUf’ 
^Lsm. In demyjvo, iltoth ipit, 350 to. _ . . Ret 

ZBi iTUDBiT’s cn^B ro u m mci law ard wnmna of op 

OOBARTTO- By F. Porrea Faosset, B.A., LL£., Bantster-ta-Lav. In 

iSr ‘^BBARGEldaiT m bills op bale. By ^ 

TAUvrm Baix, 1 I.A,, and G. Ilius, B.A., BamsUrs-at-Lew. Third Editiom 
Revfeed and Enlarged. In demv 8 vo, cloth gilt, 3^4 Pp. ... Rat 

EUira fO TB LAW Of XJBRSIRO. The Handbuox lor all Uonice Bolden. 

By T, Waua Tratcheh. In demy 8v(^ cloth gilt, 196 pp. . Rel 

LAW Of f^aim aRD DILATOATIORB. A Handbook tor Students and Btac- 
titioovt. B|r T. Cato Wonspotn, I 1 .A., LL.D. In aown 8vo, cloth cdL 
104 TO. Ret 

— t.AW QV PWXSDOBE. A Handbook f<v Students and I^actitioners. By 
■ • W.yiwiHAnp HtBsanT, LL.D . In demy dvo, elotfi gilt, laa gp. Rtt 

leawwifHw LQOAL OOVEUMHEHT LAW. By ). Welu tuATCMaa. In 
large eco wu 8vo, cloth gft, 33 0 pp. . . ■ . Rll 

HE Law bblahio to the nma • ns peoteotioh, edocaiior, ard 

MnOTKEIT. By R. W. Hollakb, O.B.B., M.A., M.Sc., LL.D. In demy 
Ivo, doth gOt, t66 pp... • Om 

moon TAB iXD 80 FEB-TAZ LAW ARD CASES. { 5 m p. 8.) 


v- 

7 /t 

V» 

IM 

V- 

m 

V- 

7 /» 

Vt 

V- 

v- 

M 

I/- 

M 

V- 


.FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

f e 

FBENCH 

a SBSBW TOUT fftw t ]R TEEROB. Bv A. Vizctelly. Ad efementary French 
- * p ^pith voeatftlary. IlltHtrated. tn crown 8vo. limp ciom, 64 pp. . lal 

-Hrt i In crown 8vo, iso pp., lin^) cloth . . RaC 

Part n. ( In^epofotion) • 

M fTff OEAMWAB, By Or. F. A. Hkdqcock, il.A. ^ Rat 
(AIM m 2 voly.: Part 1 ,8/6 twt; Part 0 .8/6 net} * 

. _. ..Rat 

ATIO I AL SWTEROM. In crown 8vo, 33 to. . Rat 
fPBSAnOBAL BZSBCI8E& In crown 84 K. 33 pp. Rat 
Of IBBOB COLLOQUIAL OOraBSATUni. Handy 

rl&{raiiaH''uni anoMAiio rnuu. By s.' i. k^t, bjl. 

. avm He, ssi PP* .Bat 

UWran Of OMDDIBOIAL PBERCB. By I-. Uaksdkn. In crown 

m-doth, 140 pp.Rai 

^muiH'naoH oohmeroui. mmmtax. By 

la crown doth, 376 to .Rfl 

WramOaUB. By R W. M. DtAm, ILA.,& 4 eI* In 
_. V . lal 

dr iuuyfUE) nsra oomBSATKRi, By* v. f. 

arasn Ho, eleik, >9« pp..W 
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nnm^tamsa oomaaeuL ooSBi^raDBiefc iv ' 

t M mW Dtw ivt. Jngrq tm 9 vo, t6opp.M lr 

fKP Cg BUSHUB U TTBBS. First Sertea. In crown 4to, u IM M. 

IBBOB BUBDIBSB LBinEBS. By A. H. BxRirAAtDT. Sec^ Sailed In 

crown 8vo, 48 pp..lil* SI* 

QrapaSOAL OOB^SPQBDEHCE IH FBEROB. In crown 8vo, cloth, 340 pp. lit S/B 
■BOAinUOQBBESFCnnilllCE. Knglisb'French. Inaown 8vo,c}<Mtato^. Ml W 
MODELS AHOEXEB 01 SE 8 nr OOWEBCIALFBEIOE. By E. T. Gjummi, ILA. 

In crown Svo, cloth, 180 pp. .... ._. . Hit 

mOB WMn—MiiA FBEASBB AHD ABBBEVUTKMB WEIB TBARSLAliqfll. 

In crown Svo, 33 p p. . . . . ..... 8B. 

fmOR Bimnss OOHTEBBATIOSB AHD JHTEBVIEWS. Ir crown Svo, So pp., 

Uxw cloth • • • *. 

VADOIQB n OOKMEBCIAL FkENCH. With N'otc^ and Translations in Englidt. 

In crown Svo, cloth, 90 pp..lit V- 

fBKVCa GOWtEKUL aghPIM.- In crown Svo. cloth, 208 pp. . III M 

arauBB-nuaioB usd biieiob-erqlxsb dictiorak? of tosnsss wobdb * 

AID TBBMA Sise 3 in. by 6 tn.. rlotb. rounded cr>rners, 540 pp. . IM 4/6 

vrUKOB rOOIDATIOl BOOK OF VEBBS, ACODEHCE. AID SSimX. By F. A. 

Hbdocock, M.A. In crown Svo, 90 pp.Ill 1 /- 

TKir POCKBr UST or ENDIIGS of FRXRGE BBGULAB aid AUXOilABY 

TBBB8. With Notes on the Participles and the Infinitive. Size 3|m. by z|in. 

^ app.. M u. 

GEBHAN 

eiRMI OOUBSE. Put L M. IIH. Cloth . * . . Hat 1 /- 

KEF TO QERBAI COURSE. In aown Svo.Ill 1/6 

PRAOrXOALGIBiUlABAiaiAR. In crown Svo, loa pp.ckHta 21 % 

BAIT ” OERMAB. By J. Bithbll, M.A. In crovm Svo, cloth, 

tifiro. . _ . • .Ill 1/6 

BABY GERBAH OORVERSATIONAL SENTENCES. In crown Svo, ta pp. . Ill IL 
ADTAIOEDGEBMAIOORTEBSATIONAL EXERCISES. In rrown Svo, 3I pp, M 66. 
TOURISTS’ FADE MBCUB OF BERMAN COLLOQUIAL OCHfTERSATIOI. In 

crown Svo, cloth. Nit 1 /t 

EXAinATlON ROTES Oa GERMAN. By A. Hargrbavss, M.Av PbJ>. Qot^ 

^6) in ^ 3 l h*:, 3 6 .pp. :_ • » u . . . Ill I/- 

OEUNAI ElAiaNATra PAPERS WITH MODEL ANSWEBS. In crown Svo, 

48 pp. ............ Nil 66* 

nrt inntefiTAt. hraiffAll GRAMMAR. By ). fiiniRuu, M.A. In crown Svo, doth 

■HUtSt pp. ._.. M l/i 

g—MAw BUBHESS INTERVIEWS, Nob. 1 ind 2 . Each in crown Svu, limp doth. 

No. I, 100 pp. : No. 3, 74 PP. 1*1 W 

EUOliilTABT GEBIUN COtoESFONDEHCB. By Lewis Marsh, HA to 

crown Svo, cloth, 143 pp.• • III V“ 

yimBnOIA L OORBE^NDEICE H GERMAI. In crown Svo, cloth, 340 pp. IH VB 
MBBOAIIIU OORBB 8 KNIDEIOB. English-German. In y o w» Bvo« do|^ 

fl»ai?Alf Su 8IMEB S LETT^S. First Series. In crown Svo, 4S pp. . IH 

awmMkm lUBlIBBB UnEBS. By G. Ai.be«s. Sectmd Scries. In crown &v^ 

48 pp.. im ii» 

CBUSUiUnED GSBMAWaroiJBB OOHMSBCIAL OOBBBSPOan>EIQTK In crown 

^ Svojjloth . .. • 5*? 

4 fbpiiAii ftrtmncnntAT . ph rasws. In crown Svo. 3^p. . . . . M 

reader. In crown Svo, cloth. 308 pp. . M 

BIADSnS niDMHEROIAL ffllBMAI. With Notes and Translations in EngHsh^^^ 

• In crown svo, cloth, 90 pp.... 

. anusB^aBHUAiDoiiuw-raausBDioiioaiBXWBuanitiralira 

w AWM Miiwi * in. by 6 in., rounded ccffoers, doth, 440 pp. . • IH 4/1 

SPANISH 

VllUB OOanBUnMAL m tiaiow . in enmn 9 n, 51 Itp. , M IM. 
TMCTD gMMH oaWBmKWtL ItlEBOllM. In eroi ra Ivo, pp . MU iL . 

Amw TiBi nenii or ifuiih oatuwnu oomiuaK 

Ootl .... .... N M 

tgUMWAnOK miM im SPUUM B, Avup Cum,. Clnth, .(In.^ ' 

iHw^iMi'irfti.TipMm MiWMtM Bjr C. a! Tounuit tn'uom I|m) 

•“.WPS, .. Ip 
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UIML or BPAII8B OOnE&CUL COBRESPOin>BlC& By G. K. 

Haczkmialo. Ing rown Svo, cloth gilt, tsS pp< • • IIM I/I 

MHn n flPAlSB COKMEBCUL OOBBESPOHDEHCE. By the suae Author. . 

Ig* crot m Syoj doth, xo? pp.. ffi| B- 

FAHUH OOMMuOXAl B&AfiE& By G. R. Macdomau. lu crowu Svo, doth, 

..M I'l 

SAXhRQI n OQMIIERCIAIj SPAMISB. With Notes uid Translations in Engine. 

In go wn Svo, clot h, 90 pp ... Bit 1/6 

FAIXSH B USIKB SS LErfis kS. First Senes. In crown Svo, 33 pp. . . Met 6A 

FAVUBBUSIHUSIiEnEBS. By E. McConksll. Acond Series In crown Svo, 

4«PP .*6t itf 

FAIHB rtamnestriAT. PHRASES. With AbbnwuiuHis and Trait>Utton. In 

(Sown Sv o, 3a pp.Htl 6A 

FAlXBHBDnBESS OORYERSATZONS AND INTERVIEWS. WithConvspoitdeuce, 

Invoices, elc. In crown Svo, 90 pp, limp cioilt .... 

FAHlBB-BfOUSB ABB EMGUS^BFAIIISH COMUERCIAL BICHONABT. by ^ 
G. R. Macdonald. In ciown Svo, cloth gilt, ^52 pp. . . . Bh 

OKHERCIAL AND TECHNICAL TERMS n ENOUSB AND SPANISH, by R. U. 

Montivfrdk, b.A. lu crowti Kvu, ... • I«i 

FAEffl IDIOMS, wittt tuv BagUib Egoinlantt. Bv the same Author, hi vrowu 
Svo. . ... TtA Zl- 

« ITALIAN 

ODBIBIS’ TADE MECDM OP ITALIAN COLLOQUIAL CONVERSATION. 

Cloth.. . NM X/A 

iftwincaflTATf ITALIAN GRAMMAR. By Lvioi Ricci, lu crown Svo.^oth gilt, 
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{From Appendix io First Edition) 
APPENDIX I 

Ten Remarkable Years of Progress 


• Tm Years oj Sugar Praduclion in Germany 


‘ Year 

Acres 

Roots. Tons 

, Roots 
goraerc 

Sugar. Tons 

Sugar Sugar 
iper 100 per acre 

1899-00 

1,070,355 

12,466,000 

Tons. 

11*64 

1 1,791.250 

of Root! 
14*37 

Tons 

1*67 

1900.1 

1,119,015 

13ie52,000 

11*84 

1,974,800 

1 14*90 

1*76 

1901-2 

: 1,196,872 

, 16,000,000 

13*38 

2,293,300 

14’33 1 

1*92 

1902-3 

1,069,110 

11.256,000 

10*54 

1,750,600 

15*53 

1*63 

1903-4 

1,042,192 

12,706^ 

10,0717)00 

12*16 

1,929,410 

1,605,400 

15*22 ' 

1*85 

1904-5 

1,037,005 

9*70 

15*94 

1*54 

1905-6 

1,179,355 

15,727,000 

13*34 

2,394,400 

15*23 

2*03 

1906-7 

1,110,457 , 

14,187,000 

12*80 

2,242,100 , 

15*80 ' 

il*02 

1907-8 

1,121,232 1 

13,483,000 ' 

12*02 

2.136,000 1 

15*99: 

1*90 

1908-9 

1,087,215 

11,799,000 

10*84 ' 

2,080,000 1 

17*63 

1*91 

Average 

4 1 

_ 

11*87 

__ 

15*49 1 

1-83 


Average of Ten Years, 189B-1908 

Sugar per 
Acre 
Tons 
1-83 
1-45 
144 
•81 
1-69 
1-54 
1-S6 
1-44 


APP*ENDIX 11 

Home Consumption, 1909 

Foreign Sefined Sugar . . ■ • 

Briti^ Refined Sugar ... I 

Manufactured (in Bond) in the United i 

iUngdom.I 

Raw (^e Sugar. 


Tons 

9241521 

599,793 

113,.582 


Germany 
Austria-Hungary 
France . t 
Russia 
Belgium 
Houand 
Sweden 
Denmark 


1 Roots per 

Sugar per 

Acre 

cent, of Roots 

Tons 


11-868 

15-49 

9*682 

15-02 

11-272 

12-84 

5-786 

14 

12136 

13-97 

10-6 

14-47 

10-9 

14-37 

11-03 

13-13 • 


145 


1,637,896 Tons. 
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SUGAR 


Home Consumption, 1S09— amtd. 

Less Sports of British Refined . . . * 32,256 


Total consumption of Sugar . , . 1,605,^0 

Molasses (imported). 142,030 

Molasses Manufactured (in Bond) in the ) cm ani 
United Kingdom . . . . f 


Total consumption of Molasses . . . 210,003 Tons. 


APPENDIX IW 


Results of a German Sugar Factory, 
Season 190fl-9 

This iG given not as irdicating the average results of beet sugar 
production, but as a remarkable instance of success in a 
good season. ^ 

Roots, 24,600 kilos, per hectare, equal to about 10 
tons to the acre, against lOJ tons the^year before. 

Roots worked, 135,959 tons; average polarization, 
17‘10. Price of roots, 21s. per ton. 


Working Expenses per ton of Roots 


Coal . . . . 

Shillings 

I-3S 

Materials . . . . 

■S3 

Lime . . . . 

• -56 

General Expenses 

•264 

Repairs » . . . 

•58 

<IA^ages . . . . 

,2-196 

Insurance of Workmen 

•176 

Contributions . 

■41 

Insurance . . . . 

•092 

Total . 

6-188 

vRoots . 

21-136 


27-32 

Depreciation . 

1-07 

Total'cost per ton* of roots 

28-39 





APPENDIX in 


li7 

Si* tons of roots produced one ton of sugar. The 
cost per ton of roots being 28-39 shillings, the cost per 
ton of sugar is 170'34 shillings, or £8 10s., or 8s. 6d. per 
cwt. 

Sugar Produced 

First products (average analysis, 90-25). . 2^818 

S^nd products (average analysis, 81-52) . 1,805 

Molasses ..I gog 

Yield per cent, of Roots 
First products . , . 15-31 

Second p|oducts . . 1-33 

Total . . 16-64 per cent. 

Molasses . . . 1-33 „ „ 

Average Prices 

First products, 10s. per cwt., basis 88, f.o.b. 

Secottd product!!, 8s. 6d. per cwt, basis 75, f.o.b. 

s. d. 

Receipts for sugar . . 10 6 per cwt 

Expenses . . ,86 ., 

Profit . . .20 ., 


Profits, £45,076, equal to 29 per cent, on capital. 

Dividend qf 22 per cent, paid, after payments to 
reserves and bogusjs. 

Of the rest, £8,6^ was paid to the growers on account 
of the good year and the short weight but good quality 
of the roots. • * 

Dried pulp, 2,603 tonsf consumed 1,482 ton8 of coal, 
anij fetched £8,335 net, after deducting expense# of 
dr^dng. • 

Other factories paid 30 to 35 per cent, dividend. The 
high yield of 16 to 17 per cent, of sugar from the roots 
made the season a very profitable one to the factories. 



APPENDIX TO FOURTH EDITION 

I.— Sugar Crops of the World 
{JVillM & Gray, New York, October, 1917) 


TONS of 2,240 LB. 


Cant SMg» 


1917-18 

Estimate 

Tons 

19x6-17 

Ton^ 

1915-16 

Tons 

* 9 * 4-15 

Tons 

United States— 






Louisiana 


ia 75 ,ooo 

*71,339 

122,768 

2x6,696 

Texu . . . . 


2,000 

6,230 

■448.567 

Z4>oo 


Porto Rico 


475.000 

431.335 

529,895 

Hawaiian Islands . 


525,000 

579.30a 

577,186 

West indioB— 

St. uoix 





15.000 

124)00 

* 4,750 

4.500 

Cuba .... 


3,200,000 

3,000,000 

3,007,915 

S. 59 S .667 

^tish West Indies— 





IVinidad 


70,000 

70,891 

6 *a 3 t 

38,822 

Barbados, exports , 


55,000 

55,000 

654)00 

3 »J 78 

Jianuca, exports . 


30,000 

28,000 

* 5.*43 

15,063 

Other British Islands 


35,000 

30,000 

« 35 , 37 * 

24,000 

Fteneh Wnt Indtos— 
Martinique, exports 


404100 

r 

40,000 

39 , 9*5 

38.581 

Guadeloupe 


40,MO 

40,000 

34 ,*** 

39,617 

San Donungo 


145,000 

X 30 .« 7 r 

1264)58 

108,267 

Mexico .... 


35,000 

50,000 

65.o«> 

110,000 

Central America 


25,000 

25,000 

354 >oo 

36,473 

South America— 






Demerara, exports 


120,000 

1204)00 

1164124 

1x3,63a 

Surinam 


ZS 4 I 00 

tSfiOo 

<3,000 

12,000 

Vencauela 


15.000 

15.000 

74 >oo 

54)00 

Equador 


8,000 

84x1') 

• 7.567 

7,107 

Peiii .... 


265,000 

250,000 

2504100 

2&2,84X 

Argentine 


150,000 

I 49 r *99 

335,936 

Brazil . 


375,000 

300,000 

* 944>00 

240,000 

Total in A^lerica • 


5,9x5,000 

5,578,589 

' 5 , 3 * 4 , 59 * 

3 .X 40,466 

British India ('KMi^umed locally) 

2,750,000 

* 2,626,000 

a. 654 ,»“ 

m 6 oJ 73 

Java . . . . . 

, 

1,800,000 

*,596,174 

436,m6 

X.I 9 *J 67 

*, 30 $ 4»45 

ronn^ and Japan . 
Philii^ine Islands, exports 


450,000 

40s ,**7 

262/)00 


250,000 

170,000 

3 i»,I 5 » 

^ 243,000 

Total itf Asia 


54 iS 04 »o 

4,828,200 

4.569, 95 > 

44168,6x8 

Australia 


2654)00 1954)00 

« 99 . 6 »x 

>46^08 

Fiji Islands, exports . . 


tOOflOO 

100,000 

90,000 

102,000 

1 ^>tal in Australia 
^lynesia * 

and 

• 565.000 

agSidoo 

M»i«x 

348.40* 


^ Estimate taduoed to 0254100 tons. 
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1 .— (coHfiMued)*- 



. 


__ 

_ . 

*C»ne Suior. 

—__ 

1 1917-18 
Estiiiiatp 
Tone 

I :9 i 6-7 

Tone 

! 1915*16 

Toms 

1914*15 

Tons 

Egypt (consumed locally) 
Mauritius . , . . . 

Reunion, exp^ 

Natal ... . . 

Moumbique . . , . 

too,ooo 

224^ 

45|Ooo 

115,000 

50.000 

—-j 

101,832 
j 209,169 
45,0{)0 

1 *14,504 

‘ 55.000 

! 98.064 

215,528 
45,000 
115^81 
50,000 

73.738 

377.164 

39,267 

Q1,6 iq 

40,000 

Total in Africa . 

534,000 

5*5,505 

534,973 

3!3.788 

Europe—^ain (cane) . ^ . 

6,000 

6,000 

8,339 

7.376 

Tot^ Cane Sugar Crops . 

12,070,000 

Il.,33i354 

>o,«75J57 

10,286,656 

Beetroot Sugar 

• 




Europe—Beet Sugar Crops . 
UnltM States—B^t Sugar &op 
Canada—Beet Sugar Ciop 

111 

4.555,407 

734.577 

12,500 

3,077,760 
770,756! 
17,6411 

7,;83.2I5 

*16.237 

13,979 

Tot^ Beet Sqgar Crops 

4.?36,S<» 

5^03^84 

5,875,157 ; 

8,443,451 

Grand Total—Case and Beet 

16,8(^,500 

•6J33,W8 

•6,530,714 1 

18,534,107 

Estimated increase in 
in the world's produetiw . 

270,722 


1 



II .— Csops OF Beetroot Sugar on the Continent of 
Europe 

(From LicM's " Monthly Circular.") 



191^x7 

War 

W,AG. 

Tons 

X9>3-14 

Tons 

19X2-13 

• 

Tons 

X9XX-X2 

Tons 

X9X&-II 

• 

Tods 

I909-XO 

T 4 hs 

1 

'1,350,000 
900,000 ! 
181,385 1 
>,158,920 
>15,310 j 
260^ 
571,893 1 

2,738,000 

1,7X0,000 

800,000 

2,750,000 

230,000 

230,000 

796,700 

2,733,189 

>,919,833 

97M58 

>,383,754 

300,253 

316,933 

709.S43 

>,503,479 

1,154,606 

516,618 

24>38^33 

246,220 

267,607 

330,000 

2,606,122 
>,538,034* 
7*4.897 

2,Ii^,000 

*84,714 

221,359 

590,000 


1,456.754 

8 o 6,4I>5 

1,146353 

449,614 

498456 

4654W> 

44S5 p 407 j 

M54,7 i» 


6,2^1X65 

8,105^26 

6,136^X1 * 
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1903- 4. 

1904- 5. 

1905- 6. 

1906- 7. 

1907- 8. 

1908- 9. 

1909- 10. 

1910- 11. 

1911- 12. 

1912- 13. 

1913- 14. 


. 4,234,000 

. 4,594,000 

» 6,731,000 

. 7,329,000 

. 6,922,000 

. 7,633,000 
. 8.327,000 

. 8,390,000 
. 9,067,000 

. 9,232,000 

. 9,821,000 


5,881,000 

4,708,000 

6,932,000 

6,710,000 

6,562,000 

6,543,000 

6,137,000 

8,095,000 

6,279,000 

8,341,000 

8,179,000 


208,000 

209,000, 

283,000 

433,000 

440,000 

'384,000 

450,000 

455,000 

541.000 

635,000 

667,000 


10,323,000 
■ 9,511,000 
13,946,000 
14,472,000 
13,924,000 
14,560,000 
14,914,000 
16,940,000 
15,887,000 
18,208,000 
18,667,000 


1914- 15. . . 10,288,000 7,583,000 660,000 18,581,000 

1915- 16 . 10,667,000 5.077,000 797,000 16,541,000 

1916- 17 ♦ . 11,169,000 4,784,000 747,000 16,680,000 


* The lump in the figure for cane sugar productipn, frcm 
4,594,000 toM in 1904-5 to 6,781,000 tons in lM5jfl, 
leading. It is caused by the sudden incluBOn, by ae st^ 
ticians, of a more or less imaginary figure as rrore»nti«g wiM 
was tor ae first time oJBcially announced to be tlm estiMte 
of the native production of sugar in British India. (Sm p, W.) 
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*IV.— Progress of the Europea^i Beet Sugar 
PSOD udNG Countries during the period of the 
Convention, 1903-14 
{Journal des Fabricants de Sucre.) 


-- 

1903-4 

1913-14 

Difference 

• 

TONS 

TONS 

PER CENT. 

Germany . . . . 

1,929.410 

2,725,000 

+ 41-2 

Austria . . . . 

1,158,800 

1,692,000 

+ *8 

France .... 

794,430 

786,000 

- 1'06 


1,160,660 

1,731,000 

+ 49-1 

Belgium . . . • 

202,850 

230,300 

+ 13-5 


123,500 

228,600 

+ 85-1 


107,240 

136,500 

+ 27-2 


45,900 

146,000 

+ 218 

Italy .... 

135,000 

327,800 

+ 142 

Spahi (beet) 

70,800 

160,000 

+ 125 


5,728,590 

8,163,200 



The progres^of,Germany, Austria, Belgium, Holland, 
and Sweden is a natural increase to keep pace with 
increased consumption. The increase in Russia is 
artificial, becaase there is still a bounty.* Italy and 
S pain have protected markets and no surplus. The 
rapid growth of the Danish and Di’tch industries issvery 
crrataBle. There are several reasons for the station^ 
condition of France, of which high cost of pfoduction 
is one. 
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—Yield of Sugar from the B^troot, 
Europe and the United States 
(Truman G. Palmer, Washit^n, U.S.A.)' 


R»K)la ^ Arrc 
^ort T(m»s 

3,000 Ua, 


j Raw Sugar 

I Extraction, 

I per loo of Roots 


Sugar per Acre 
}xmn(U * 


ji9o8-9 T910-1 X913-4 ji9o8-91910-119x3-4 ji90g-9jx9io-i 1913-4 


United Stales 
Germany . 
Ronia 
Austria 
France. 
Belgium 
HoUaitd . 
Sweden 
DeiiroarJc . 
Spain . • . 
Italy . . 


9‘36 IO-X7 ; 
xamS ' 14*70 . 

6*99 8’74 

10*71 , I 3 * 3 &. 
13*36 ' 10*76 
13*34 »4’53 , 
12*46 13*96 
13*35 ; 14*03 , 
xa*97 15 31 I 
15*74 10*83 I 


] 13*86 I ta*oi ' 14*40 
t , 17*61 110*44 ; i6*oB 
) 13*21 i 6*13 ! 14*09 

) 17-44 1 M-HS , 15-3* 

1 13-31 1 ia-90,12-87 

3 14-96 ; 14-30 ; 15-06 

9 15-87 I 15314 I 14-77 

6 . 15-53 I 13-74 I 15-49 

3 15 1 14-31 , 15-13 

1 ' la-47 14 43 n-96 
9 ' 11-70 11-94 I 11*67 


0.594 9.848 I 2.810 
4.253 4.835 4.559 
2.127 2.819 I 2.143 
3.737 3.872 | 3.5oo 
3.288 2.775 3.223 
3.990 4.156 3,716 
3.934 3,898 3.308 
3,836 4,418 4.282 
3.893 4,381 4.216 
3,928 3.123 2.801 
3.541 3,972 4.874 


Russia and tlie United States are Very m&ch behind 
all the others. France is disappointing. 

/ '• 
yYl.—^D evelopment of the United States Beet- 
Sugar Industry since 1900 
(Truman G. Palmer.) 
tons of 2,000 LB. 


Raw I Roots Su 
, Acres Sugar I per Acre per 
Years ! harveiteil • 


Roots , Sugar Sugar Toni of 

ter Acre j per Acre Bxtrac* of Sugar 

ttOQ per 

1 ,.per 100 Factory 

Tons { Pounds of Ro(^ 
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Vlf. —Quantity of Cane Sugar per Factory 
TURNED’OUT IN CUBA IN THE YeAR 1913-14 
{Truman G. Palmer.) 



Number 

Tons per Factory 

of 


FactOTies 

Under 1,000 tons per factory . . . . 

2 

1,000 to 5,000 tons per factory , 

22 

5,000 to 10,000 ., . 

49 

10,000 to 20,000 „ . 

48 

20,000 to 40,000 •„ .. . . . 

39 

40,000 to 60,000 „ „ . . . 

8 

60,000 to 80,000 „ „ . . . 

3 

80,000 to 100,000 „ *. 

1 

Over 100,000 „ . 

J 

Total Number of Factories 

173 

Total Production .... Tons 

2,971,976 

Average Produetjon per Factory. . Tons 

17,179 


VIII.— Meltings of Sugar in Clyde Refineries 

From WilIiam Connal & Co.’s Monthly Circular, 
Gl&giJw, 31st December, 1917 


Year 

• 

Wnl« 

India 

Tmu 

I j Cuba 

)4auri* and 

tiu, Porto 

t • 1 Rico 

! ! 

row 1 Tons j Tons 

Beet- : 

root ’ Foreign 

1 • 

Tons Tons ' Tons 

Total 

*rons 

>9*3 • • 

■ 347* 

41S i — i 82,804 

no,713 3.,99 1 70,398 

43>.333 

1914 • • 

. 5,570 

— ! 890164,883 

68,943 75,8411 33a>97 

800,631 

1915 • • 

. — 



339,689 

1914 » 

• 4f9oo 

9,460 

— j».’l8,3oa; — 50,8351 >8,113 

sihsxa 

737,i»r 

1917 . . 

■ >ur 4 

jiJ 

3,040 ji37,a38 j — i 60^ 7,454 
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IX.—Hawaiun Islands Sugar Production iif 1916 
(Truman G. Palmer.) 


Plantation companies in operation ... *52 

Acres harvested.11S,489 

Canes per acre, tons (2,000 lb.) .... 42 

Sugar produced • ♦ • 593,483 

„ per acre • • • 5*13 

,, extraction per 100 of canc . • . . 12 2 

( Highest, tons . 59,035 

„ production per company ] Lowest „ . 144 

'Average „ . 11,413 


X.—Cost of Production of 100 Pounds of Baw 
Sugar in the Beet ' 

(Truman G. Palmer, Washington.) 


Doixam PBK ioo u. 


Five*yem' Average 

United 

States 

■ 1 

,Germaiiy| 

Russia 

Austria 
e- / 

France 

HoUand 

190M to I9ia-I3 

a*30 

1*50 ' 

! .■» 

1*49 

x*7a 

**46 
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XI—Consumption of Sugar in the United States 


(OrrsiAi) 



U 17 

uu 

IBIB 


TONS 



and Non^DutiabU— 

(3.340 lb.) 



Lonisiana, Texas (Case) . . . . 

s 63#94 

444.978 

324,768 

United States {Beet) . . . . . 


700,356 

769,457 

Hawaii {<^e) ...... 

631^78 

533.969 

509,363 

Porto Rico (Cane). 

463.658 

393.733 

300,310 

Philt^pine Islands (Cane) . . . . 

79,086 

111,182 

130,802 

Various Sugars ...... 

11,846 

14,000 

15.400 

Total Domestic . 

3 . 3 *<».SJ 9 

1,977.118 

1 . 039.300 

Cuba (Cane), Mt irtiich Tariff concession allownl 

1,651,761 

1,666.548 

1,841,603 

Total Pceieceiitiat and Ndh-Dutiablc Sugars . 

3,941,^00 

s. 6 iS .666 

3 ,? 8 o, 8 o 3 

Foreign, on whidi full Duty assessed 

13,887 

14.941 

20,739 

Total ConsumplM^Q . . 

3 . 954.187 

3,658,607 

3 , 8 o!. 53 I 


Practically the whole was supplied by the <6tatcs, 
Territories, and Protectorates of the Republic. 

_ XII. —Our Home Consumfhon 


For the last cohiple^ year before the war, and the first complete 
year during the war. 


, 

1913 

1915 

Refined flmltiorted) .... 
Refined (in Boti^ the United-Kingdom 
Raw. 

Total. 

Less Exports British Refined . 

Total consumption of%ugar . 

• 

Molas^. 

Molasses manufactured in U.K. . 

Total consumption of Mola.H.scs. 

TONS 

899,327 

715,661 

116,942 

TONS 

572,618 

784,316 

293,276 

1,731,930 
23,*71 

1,650,210 

4,972 

1,708,699 

1,645,238 

158,162 

85,584 

145.703 

70,125 

243,746 

215,828 
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XIII.— The Imports of Sugar into the United i 
Kingdom for the Last Complete Year 
before che War and the First Complete 
Year during the War— a very interesting 
comparison. 


Unrefitud Sugars 



19x3 

TONS 

19x5 

TONS 


Germany 



471,689 

# _ 


Netherlands . 



IX .377 



Belgium 



3,526 



France .... 




—— 


Austria-Hunnry 



161,038 

Htilippines 

3,943 

Java .... 



09 


a 93 , 44 X 

Cuba .A . . . 

Ihiteb Guiana 



333,960 


353,906 



4 > 50 X 


'iS 

Hayti and Sait LXmuiigu 



9 t 409 


Mexico .... 



4,13a 


xxs 

ftiru .... 



a 7 , 5 ao 


3 X, 88 x 

Ih-aad .... 



5,141 


33 , 89 X 

Mauritius. 

British India. 

BriUd) West Indies. Hritish Guiana. 

and 

3 o,iy 8 

3.850 

* 

t 

IXXjTt 

British Honduras . 



47 ,>xi 


XS5,646 

Other Countries 



53 ,Sxa 


38,967 

Total Raw Sugars . 



1,046,483 


975.653 

Refined Sugars 






Russia 



3,940 


3 ,X 9 X 

Germany . 



466.749 

«— 


Htdloud 



*78,789 


93 .tX 7 

Bdgmm . 



49 , 9 ao 

* /. - 


France 



26,576 


44 

Austria*Hung.iry 



198,431 

Java 

>05 ,<49 

Other Countries . 

• 



X. 39 S 

United States 
Argentina . 
Mauritfos 

Other Countries 

*84.^ 

39,142 

65,»8 

6 , 8»8 

Total Reeled Sugars 

• 



934,800 


306483 

Molasses . 



164.908 


* 4 «.*S 5 

Total Imports 



3,1361X90 


>,838,S 9 t 
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XIV.— European per capita Sugar Consumption 
(IViWett & Gray, New York.) 


- »' -- 

' Country 


Population 

1914-15 

Co 

I 

nsumpt 
)cr heai 

ion 

X 


• 

1914-5 

1913-4 

1912-3 

Denmark . 


2.770,000 



lbs. 

98-16 

United Kingdom 


46,600,000 

89-69 

93-37 

95-52 

Germany . 


68,000,000 

74-95 

45-13 

411-26 

Switzerland 


3,850,000 

74-87 

73-55 

77-24 

Sweden 


5,645,000 

60-48 

57-73 

57-09 

Norway . • . 


2,430,000 

60-37 

46-64 

45-83 

Holland . 


6,230,000 

53-44 

.50-09 

40-90 



7,500,000 

42-79 

36-08 

39-20 

Ftance . . • 


39,610,000 

39-01 

43-85 

43-47 

Austria-Hungary 


52,300,000 

37-38 

29-17 

28-14 

Finland . 


3,1.55,000 

32-54 

32-65 

32-54 

Ruraia 


136,210,000 

29-26 

25-43 

24-31 

Turkey . 


21,650,000 

20-33 

21-93 

19-84 

Rumania . 


7,605,000 

17-12 

9-26 

8-89 

Spain , 


19,750,000 

15-91 

14-19 

15-62 

Portugal . 


5,990,000 

13-60 

14-70 

13-57 

Italy . N 

J 

34,750,000 

10-45 

11-68 

11-05 

Bulgaria . 


4,950,000 

9-94 

9-61 

7-83 

Greece 


4,270,000 

8-99 

7-68 

11-57 

Serbk 

• 


4,500,000 

4-60 

W-03 

9-33 

Europe average. 


iUMiii 



36-6 

Uniffcd Stgtes (W. and G.). 

101,577,000 

83‘83 

84-29 

85-40 
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XV.— The Price of Sugar during the Convenjion 
j Period, 1908-1914 , 

The average cost of production of European raw 
beetroot sugar, basis 88 per cent., f.o.b. Hamburg, is 
between 9s. and 10s. per cwt. 

The price front September, 1903, to July, 1904, >fes 
below cost of production. A fmlure of the crop in 1904 
caused a deficiency of 1,200,000 tons in the supply of 
sugar, and prices consequently rose. The 1905 crop, 
was a heavy one, and prices fdl from 16s. in January, 

■ 1905, to 11s. in July and 8s. 9d. in«August—once more 
below the cost of production. In 1906 prices were' 
below 9s., and for many month%far below cost of pro¬ 
duction. During 1907 prices ranged between 8s. and 
10s.* In 1908 they ranged between 9s. 6d. and 11s. 3d. 
The crop of 1909 was a poor one, and prices rose till 
August, 1910, when they began to fall do\#n to 8s. 9d. 
in October, remaining below 10s. till March, J911,, 
when fears of another bad crop# which eventually 
shovred a deficiency of 1,800,000 tons, caused an 
inevitable and very serious rise. In 1912, prices fell 
to 9s. and in 1913 below 9s., and ranged between 9s. 
and 10s. until the war came. ^ 

This is a reply to those who tre to make people 
believe, and to those who so readity'So believe, that 
prices have been high ownng to the abolition of the 
bounties. •They can now see that dvging the period 
1903-14 prices were generally below or round about 
the (Cost of production. They can also see that, con¬ 
sumers, having been compelled by the action of \he 
bounties'to be dependent on the bounty-fed area of 
Europe for their supplies, have to endure high 
prices whenever there is a deficient beetroot crop. 
The high prices are, therefme, caused by the bounties; 
*not by their abolition. 
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CHAPTER I 



A RETROSPECT 


A POPULAR book about sugar can, perhaps, be made 
interesting as well as instructive. The dry details oi 
growth, manufacture, distribution and consumption 
may here and there be flavoured, illustrated and dfevel- 
oped by a few historical facts. To begin with, a retro¬ 
spective glance at what sugar was in this country sixty 
years ago compared with what it is now will best enable 
the readef*to realize at the outset the extraordinary 
development of the world’s sugar industries since the 
middle of the last century—development not merely in 
the technical details connected with production and 
jnanufacture but also in the much more interesting, 
because more human, process of Keen competition 
between the yarious and constantly changing sources of 
production. This will lead up to a yet higher kind of 
intesest when we come to examine to what extent and 
in what manner the Governments of various sugar- 
producing States have stimulated production and 
influenced, for good or forjCvil, the natural course of 
supply and demand. Here will arise man^ fascinating 
questions of international relations, political contro- 
' versiest and the conflict of economic facts with economic 
theories. 

Thus it will be seen, at the end of the story, that the 

1 
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subject of sugar is not only a technical one of the hig^^ 
importance both from the practical and the scienflnc 
point oT view, but also has an international, economic 
and political side which furnishes a unique and striking 
object lesson for those who take an intelligent and 
inquiring interest in the economic questions of the day. 
But rightly to learn this lesson the reader must bring 
to the study an open mind, unwarpcd by preconceived 
notions founded on theoretical dogmas unsupported 
by the practical experience of actual work and daily 
experiment. In natural science it is necessary to begin 
in the laboratory in order to arrive at the facts on which 
to construct theories. In economic science this process 
is equally necessary, but unfortunately is seldom fol- 
lowAl. The history of sugar will show that the practical 
experience of that great laboratory called industry does 
not always bear out the conclusions to which learned 
professors may arrive in the comfortable repose of their 
armchairs. 

To begin at the beginning, let us cast a retrospective 
glance at sugar in this country sixty years ago, just before 
great changes began, and first of aU to London, at that 
time the largest centre of importation. The actua} 
figures of proportional imports were, in 1860 : London, 
50 per cent.; the Clyde, 17 per cent.; ^Liverpool, 15 
per cent.; Bristol, 10 per cent.; other ports, 8 per' cent. 
In the year 1900 the figures, in round numbers, were: 
London, 11 per cent.; Liverpool, 15 per cent.; the 
Clyde, 7 per cent.; Bristol, 4 per cent.; other ports— 
entirely foreign refined sugar—63 per cent. The 
imports in t860 were practically all raw sugar; we made 
all the refined sugar consumed here. In 1900 the 
imports were, in London, Liverpool, the Cl 3 »de and 
Bristol, raw sugar for refining coupled with a certain 
proportion of. foreign refined sugar. In all the other 
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Jlbflii—63 per cent, of the total—^they c^pasted entirely 
of foreign refined sugar. In 1860 the total imports 
into the United Kingdom were; raw sugar, 434,766 
tons; refined sugar, 13,303 tons. In 1900 they were; 
ravj sugar, 661,747 tons; foreign refined sugar, 962,409 
tons. These are eloquent figures and we shall see how 
the change came about. 

In 1860 our supplies of sugar came mainly from our 
own sugar-producing colonics in the West Indies, 
Mauritius and India. The Spanish West Indies, Brazil 
and Manilla were our other principal sources of supply. 
At that time practically all the refined sugar consumed 
in this country was the product of our own refineries. 
Sugar refining was, in those days, a most important 
British industry, and London was its principal cefltre. 
In London was produced nearly aU the loaf sugar that 
the country consumed. The London refiners were men 
of some importance in the City. Their “ sugar houses ” 
were to be found in the East End in considerable num¬ 
bers and constituted the staple industry of the district. 
From Whitechapel eastward to Mile End, and southward 
through St. George’s-in-the-East to the gates of the 
London Docks, their chimneys were to be seen on all 
hands. The London Docks and the East and West 
India Docks We full of raw sugar destined for these 
various refineries. A refinery in those days was con¬ 
sidered to be a good-sized one if it dealt with tj^ree or 
four hundred tons of raw sugar in a week. This may 
sound ridiculous to the ^ader of the present daja but he 
must recollect that the consumption of,sug ar only 
amounted then fo about 34 lbs. perTieaa of uie'popila- 

ti oB: n' mus t also w rg msm ' perea ’THar m t i niys aay s, 

from Ae time the raw sugar entered the refinery until it 
left it in the form of loaf sugar, at least a month elapsed. 

Some of the London loaf sugar producers were at 
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that time vefjf much in the habit of working. 
entirely the raw sugar that came from the island of 
Jamaiba. Our West India Islands made only what is 
called muscovado sugar, the nature of which will be 
explained when we come to the subject of silfear pro¬ 
duction. The muscovado sugar from Jamaica was very 
superior to that from most of the other islands, and was 
much sought after by the more fastidious of the London 
refiners. But, of course, the time came, as consumption 
increased, when the refiner had to add sojne of the inferior 
qualities and to maintain his average by using higher 
grades of raw sugar from Havana or Mauritius, and 
subsequently, when the Dutch monopoly of the Java 
crop ceased, the fine qualities from that favoured 
islwd. 

In the streets of the East End could be seen, at all 
hours of the day, great wagons, drawn by the finest 
specimens of the cart-horse breed, each containing six 
hogsheads—about five tons—of British West Indian sugar 
destined for one or another of the twenty flourishing 
refineries of the district. A visitor to those busy streets, 
if he followed one of these wagons, would find himself 
opposite a large factory, a hive of bustling industry. 
On one side of it would be a row of similar wagons, their 
freight of raw sugar being hoisted to thtf top floor of a 
lofty building where the refining process began. On 
the opposite side of the works he would find a much 
longer line of smaller wagons or carts taking delivery of 
the refined sugar to go to the consumer. Such was the 
life of the fast End in those davs. To-day it is called 
“ The Workless City.” 

The London refiner made five products; loaf sugar, 
white crushed sugar, yellow crushed sugar, and"a small 
quantity of very brown sugar, from which followed the 
final product—tieade. Even this treade was a nice 
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sweet food in those days, with a pleasant navour .nna 
aroma pf good West Indian sugar. 

Passing to Scotland, the next largest seat of the 
industry, there were at Greenock, in 1860, about thirteen 
refineries, to which must be added four in Glasgow and 
one in Leith. Many of the Greenock houses were very 
flourishing and constantly improving their manufacture. 
The wonderful increase in the raw sugar consumed in 
the Clyde refineries in the middle of the last century has 
been stated as follows: . 



West 

lodies 

East 

Indies 

Mauritius 

Foreign 

Total 

Year 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

1854 .. 

.. 21,483 

588 

12,045 

14,443 

48,559 

186(P.. 

.. 25,962 

2,394 

10,192 

36,539 

75,087 

1865 .. 

.. 30,645 

1,000 

9,032 

95,863 

136,540 


In the following year, 1866, the total was 162,368 tons. 

These figures sufficiently indicate the go-ahead nature 
of the industry in Scotland at that period. They made 
no loaf sugar, but supplied the northern (and even the 
southern) markets with what they wanted, white 
crystals and white and yellow “ crushed ” sugars. 

Two vital improvements in the art of sugar refining-** 
improvements which created a complete revolution in the 
industry and in the style of sugar produced—^took place 
during the period indicated in the above figures, and 
fully accounted for the boom in sugar refining on the 
Clyde. The first was the adoption of the centrifugal 
machinfe, by which the sugar in the boiled cr 3 rstalline 
mass is separated from the syrup in a few minutes. The 
second was the boiling of yellow sugars at a low tem¬ 
perature, causing the sugar to be turned out in a 
uniformly moist state, and with a pale and delicate 
primrose tinge instead of a dull dark yellow colour. 
The firm who discovered and perfected this latter 
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procsss made a large fortune in less thaft seven years, 
and immediately built a big refinery on the banks of 
the Thames. Here was a striking instance of the often 
disregardgd maxim, that if you want, in industry, to 
profii from a new invention you must do it at once. 

But the importance of the fact in this particular 
chapter is that it greatly conduced to the remarkable 
progress of the industry on the Clyde. The increase 
already stated was sufficiently striking, but the success 
continued for twenty years. The yearly average for 

the five years 1877-81 was 248,429 tons, and for 1882-86 
240,852 tons. Then came a tenible relapse. The 
quinquennial yearly averages which followed have 
been : 

1887-91 228,733 tons 

1892-96 170,373 „ 

1897-1900 124,874 „ 

• 

Thus we sec that the first spurt from 75,000 tons 
in 1860 to 136,000 tons in 1865 reached to 240,000 tons 
in 1882-86, and then fell away until the average for 
1897-1900 is only 125,000 tons, a figure actually lower 
than that of the first burst more than thirty-five years 
before. * This is almost incredible. Consumption in 
the United Kingdom had gone uj) by leaps and bounds, 
the Greenock refiners had constantly improved their 
manufacture, their sugar was as popular as ever, ^nd 
they could certainly work as cheaply as any refiners 
in the world. 

* This lamentable fall in the Greenock sugar rcfinii% industry 
was entirely the result of the new European bounty-fed com¬ 
petition. Britisli markets, and every small port on the coast, 
were floodod with foreign rehned sugar, sold frequently at prices 
below the cost of production. Since the abolition of the bounties 
by the Brussels Convention, in 1903, the industry has recovered 
and now flourishes, as will be seen by the figures given in the 
Appendix IX, 
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Let US pass‘to the next centre of the sugar rcfffi'mg 
industry, Liverpool. Here are to be found, even now, 
some of the oldest names in the trade. Two were 
well known in the Clyde in the early part of las^ century. 
In 1860 there were nine refineries on the Mersey,and 
two at Manchester. They were, like their brethren 
in London, men of considerable substance’and position 
in the city of Liverpool, and took a leading part in 
public affairs. Their raw material came largely from 
Brazil, Liverpool Ixfing tlie principctl goal for ships 
from that country. They were, therefore, accustomed 
to work a rather low class of raw material, and conse¬ 
quently tur ned out a considerable proportion of yellow 
sugar. There was one exception to this at a later 
period; another instance of success in seizing on a 
new invertlion rapidly, fearlessly and on a large scale. 
There again a large fortune was made in a very few 
years, and was immediately followed by* the erection 
of a monster refinery on the banks of the Thames, 
which has flourished greatly ever since, a notable 
instance of the survival of the fittest. But that does 
not concern us at the moment. Golden syrup was a 
speciality at Liverpool, but has now been superseded by 
a superior article; again, another instance of inventive 
genius coupled with bold, unhesitating action. 

At present there arc only three sugar refineries, 
proptrly so called, in Liverpool or its neighbourhood, 
but there are several refineries of sugar for brewing 
purposes. 

Bristol “is the fourth sugar refining centre, and 
historically the most interesting. In the eighteenth 
century, Bristol was largely engaged in trqde with 
the British West Indies. There were nearly a hundred 
firms in the sugar trade, and about twenty refineries 
in operation. Many of the inhaHtants of the town 
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were owners of West Indian estates, and importers of 
sugar. Even as late as 1811 sixteen refineries were 
at work. But when, shortly afterwards, the vacuum 
pan supaseded the older processes the industry became 
concentrated in fewer hands and, in 1848, the number 
had been reduced to five. In 1863 only two remained, 
afterwards increased to three. 

One of these, an old-established firm, was for 
many years a leading feature of the Bristol sugar re¬ 
fining industry, and carried on the work on a larger 
scale than any of its competitors in England or Scotland. 
It was the first to adopt the centrifugal machine on a 
large scale, and to turn out large-grained crystallized 
sugar. Of this trade it had for many years almoin a 
monopoly, and a weU-deservcd celebrity. The family 
of Finzel were quite the sugar kings of that day, and 
were as celc^Jrated for their munificent charities as for 
their fine sugar, of which they turned out more than a 
thousand tons a week. But, alas, this most successful 
firm, and their large fortune, disappeared, squeezed 
out by foreign competition, and by newer sdiemes 
and discoveries. The West India sugar, which was 
the original basis of the Bristol industry, disappeared 
from the market, and Bristol refiners had to seek their 
raw material in other and less convenient quarters. 

Our brief retrospect of sixty years comes to, this. 
At the beginning of the period we made all our own 
refined sugar for home consumption. At the tnd of 
it we import nearly a million tons of foreign refined, 
but still manage to produce about 700,000 tons at home. 
Big refineries have taken the place of small ones. In 
Ix)ndon,* where there were twenty, there are now two, 
both on the banks of the Thames. But there are also 
two large refineries and one or two small ones where 
sugar is refined for the use of brewers. 
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As to rciincrics on the Thames, a few words mSy be 
not altogether out of place. The first monster building 
to appear there was built, as has been already stated, 
about the year 1864 by the Greenock firm who made 
a rapid fortune by quick and extensive adoption *Of a 
new process. The London house was carried on by 
James Duncan, one of the partners. He was the prince 
of sugar refiners in his time, and never ceased to keep 
himself informed of all that was going on in the great 
beetroot sugar industry of Europe' His enterprise 
was unlwinded, and his success undisputed. The 
whole region round atout the Victoria Docks benefited, 
not only from the great industry which he established 
in Its midst, but also from his constant munificent, 
though silent, assistance to all good works in the district. 
Though he had a beautiful estate on the banks of the 
Clyde, he was never an idle man. Always at work, 
always thinking out some new scheme, he soon 
distanced his competitors. But when the crisis of 1884 
arrived, with all its disasters, he had a hard struggle 
and, in 1886, his great works at Clyde wharf, Victoria 
Docks, were closed. At one time he is said to have 
turned out two thousand tons a week. He lived for 
many years in happy retirement. He was for years 
Chairman of the British Sugar Refiners’ Committee 
during their long fight against unfair foreign competition. 

Then came another man, the late Sir Henry Tate, 
who ijiade a rapid fortune by quick and bold adoption 
of a new^wocess. Wliile others talked he acted. He 
was lucky in one resjiect. He came to London in 1877 
to make loaf (cube) sugar, just at the moment when 
the French Government, goaded by our persistent 
exposure of the vast profits made by Paris refiners 
out of the sugar duty, at last abolished the questionable 
practices and set matters on a more even footing. 
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In Scotland, where there were eighteen rennenes, 
there dte now five, with one for brewers’ sugar. Lan- 
:ashire, which had eleven refineries in 1860, now has 
three, together with several makers of brewers* sugar. 
Bristol is now a blank. » 

These great changes are the result of many causes, 
some natural and inevitable, others artificial, injurious 
both to our industries and to our consumers, and not 
only much to be deprecated but also, curiously enough, 
easy to overcome. And yet they were permitted, 
for more than thirty years, to create such a disturbance 
of the natural course of production throughout the 
world, that it will take some years to restore matters 
to tfieir normal state. The history of this part of our 
subject will come at a later stage, and vve must now 
plunge into the more technical details of sugar 
production. 



CHAPTER II 

CANE AND BKET 

Imagine a great thicket of sugar cane in the full vigour 
of growth before it is ripe. Stems six to twelve—even 
to twenty—feet high, clothed from foot to head with 
great tropical le*aves, and crowned at the top with a 
final wide-spreading bunch of the same. Imagine 
the field again when the canes are ripe. Except the 
bunch at the top the leaves are gone. The slender 
elegant cane, of various hues, curves up to the ^ky, 
shining in its waxen skin, variegated with rings at regular 
intervals where the lost leaves had sprung out, and 
where still nestles the bud or germ which under wild 
conditions would, when the cane falls exhausted, throw 
out roots and spring into a new cane. From the bunch 
of leaves at the top has now shot out a long slender 
arrow with silky grey tassels of feathery flower at the 
epd of it. The cane is ripe, and full of good sugar juice 
nearly up to the top. It is cut down, the top joints 
■'Removed, and 4hc rest of the cane piled up on wagons 
to go with all speed to the factory. No time must be 
lost, for the sugar begins to deteriorate with^great 
rapidity. 

In the good old da 5 «, when fortunes were m»le out 
of sugar without much trouble, there was plenty of 
loss before the cane got to the mill, and pfenty more 
after it got there. But now all this is changed. There 
is little iiope of making a decent living unless everything 
is done in the best way; and this " best way ” it has 
taken many long years and much science, skill and 
perseverance to discover and cany out. The Indian 
13 
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native, the Chinaman in Formosa, or the inhabitants 
of thb Philippine Islands may still be squeezing out 
tile juice with primitive rollers, boiling it in iron pots 
till it solidifies, and then selling it for what it will fetch, 
but this is not sufficient to supply the world with light 
million tons of cane sugar every year. The growing 
of the cane and the making of the sugar have now be¬ 
come industries of the very highest scientific perfection. 
Accurate chemical knowledge of the constituents of the 
cane, of the constituents of the soil where it happens 
to be growing and, consequently, ot the nature of the 
manures necessary to maintain in the soil the various 
foods required for the healthy growth of the plant, are 
th# first requisites for the successful cane farmer. He 
must also know which particular kind of cane—for 
there are many—is most likely to flourish in his soil 
and climate. As to cultivation, the ordinary rules for 
good ploughing, good drainage, and careful hoeing 
during the early growth, are just as imperative in the 
tropics as in the Eurojiean fields of sugar beet or any 
other crop. 

The sugar cane is planted, not sown. A bit of caqe, 
long enough to include two or three of the rings, is 
laid dengthwa 5 is, or stuck in in a slanting direction, 
along a furrow running the length of the field, or in 
holes^ dug at regular intervals. Wlien the trench is 
planted the pieces of cane are lightly covered with 
earth.. In a few weeks they show growth above grormd. 
The germ-bud at the ring has begun to shoot out into 
young cane, and the ring at the same time has thrown 
out rootlets into the soil. The parallel trenches must 
leave room between them to enable the labourers, 
when the wide-spreading canes, double the height of 
a man, are getting ripe, to reach between the rows 
and remove the dying leaves which cumber the ripening 
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cane. The falling leaves take with them much valuable 
food to'return to the soil, and the naked cane has better 
opportunity for good ripening. 

This ripening of the cane is a very ticklish matter. 
If the cane is cut before it is quite ripe some of ttie 
sugar which it contains is not in a crystallizable state. 
On the other hand, if the cane gets too ripe some of its 
‘ crystallizable sugar goes back into the uncr57stallizable 
state. This must often be a sad trouble to the manager 
of an estate and factory. Again, if the* central factory 
is supplied with canes from a multitude of small 
farmers they may be all wanting to send their canes in 
at one time. To the factory this is an impossible 
situAion. The manager must, consequently, be con¬ 
tent to have cancs which arc not always at the exact 
point of riiiencss which might be desired. 

The growth of the cane, lasting about 15 to 18 months 
is an interesting study. When it is at maturity the 
rind is of a very strong consistency, and is protected 
on the outside by a waxen covering. The inside of 
the cane consists of the cells containing the sugar juice, 
and of long bundles of fibres which convey from thf 
ground the water and food necessary for helping to carry 
on the process of development. These‘fibres call at 
each ring of the cane in order to deliver the particular 
food required for the growth of the leaf, and the sus¬ 
tenance of the germ-bud. To the top of the cane they 
bring tljose things which are necessary for the growth 
of the cane, the arrow and the flower. The leaves 
in their turn do a most important work. While the 
internal fibres are bringing food and water from the 
ground, the leaves, helped by the sunshine, are collecting 
carbonic acid from the air, and it is the carbon thus 
consumed by the plant which, combining with the water 
from below, forms the substance which we call sugar. 
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It is the same with the sugar-beet, fiiat little modest 
plant of northern climes, with its small bunch of leaves 
close to the ground, spreading out like a toy parasol 
to kecQ the ground moist undemeatli, and to suck in 
the rays of sunshine from above. It is a little bulging 
root, tapering to a slender tap-root which thnists its 
way far down to find water and food, while the leaves 
and the sunshine make the sugar. It is curious to 
think that this humble root, weighing only two pounds, 
at one time gifve to the world as much sugar every 
year as the lordly sugar cane, and that the beetroot 
factory should actually extract a greater percentage 
of sugar from the little root than the cane factory wins 
from the rich cane. But it must not be forgotten^hat, 
under favourable circumstances, the cane can produce 
twice as much sugar to the acre as the beetroot. Which 
will win the race ? 

Up to 7903 the beetroot had the great artificial 
stimulus and assistance of paternal Governments. 
In some places the cane is now beginning to receive 
something of the same kind. The United States gives 
preferential treatment to Cuban sugar, and Cuba 
Mnscquently goes ahead by leaps and bounds. But 
the United ^tates does more than this. It admits 
its own sugar, from the cane fields of Louisiana and 
the beet fields of the Northern States, free of duty. 
Those industries therefore flourish. It also admits, 
free of duty, the cane sugar from Porto Rico, the 
Sandwich Islands and, recently, the Philippines. The 
two former have consequently doubled and irebled their 
production. It remains to be seen what the slow 
moving inhabitants of the Philippines will do. Japan 
has also come into the field as a paternal Government. 
Their newly-acquired island of Formosa has always 
produced sugar in the Chinese way. Bad canes badly 
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cultivated and clashed in stone mills driven by bufialoeC^ 
have psoduced a rough, dirty, nearly black sugar, .and 
the Chinaman has been satisfied. He gets less than 
half the juice from the cane, and half the sugar from the 
juice. But Japan means to substitute for this state 
of -things a first-class sugar industry, and has set about 
it, as usual with the Japanese, in a business-like way. 

, They began by learning their lesson and finding out 
how sugar is grown and how it is made in the very 
best factories, whether tropical or European. They 
then told the people in Formosa how they should grow 
their canes, what canes they should plant, and what 
manure they should use. They told them, further, 
that fenlral factories would be established which would 
buy the improved canes from the farmers at a much 
iK'ttcr price than what they got out of their whole 
piocess of growing and sugar-making. It took some 
time to move the naturally conservative ideas of the 
native producer, but they are succeeding. Factories 
are being erected and the growers are l)eginning to fall 
in with the new ideas. If success comes it means that 
in a few years Japan will make sugar enough to supply 
the Japanese consumer with all the sugar he wants; 
and as the sugar receives preferential treatment in 
Japan, and therefore fetches a high price, ftiere will be a 
great stimulus to Fonnosan production, and the final 
result may very likely be tliat Japan will become an 
exporter of refined sugar. In 1901-2 Formosan exports 
to Japah were 46,893 tons; in 1910-11 256,950tons. 
The crop in «1916-17 is estimated at 338,997 tons. 

The methods of growing cane sugar vary in different 
countries. In our West Indian colonies the first planting 
may give an average yield of thirty tons of canes to the 
acre. This is called the plant-cane crop. The “ stool " 
left when the canes are cut down will, if permitted, 
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throw out another but inferior crop of canes. Tfil’s 
is called the “ ratoon ” crop, and may amount to 
about twenty tons of canes to the acre. In the West 
Indies, and in other parts, several ratoon crops are 
sometimes grown ; but in countries like Ja'^a, where 
labour is plentiful and cheap, the crop is freshly planted 
every year. In Java, sugar is, in fact, a iptation crop, 
other crops being grown in alternate years. This is 
a governmental regulation which must be observed. 
This system, coupled with great pcrfec^on in cultivation 
and manufacture, has had the result of realizing, as 
the average crop for the whole of Java, the almost 
incredible quantity of more than four tons of sugar 
to the acre. This means that many of the best estates 
and factories turn out at least five tons to the acre, 
a truly marvellous performance when we recollect 
what was considered a good yield in the West Indies 
fifty years ago. Two hogsheads of muscovado sugar 
to the acre was considered in those days a thing to boast 
about. As a hogshead weighed from sixteen to eighteen 
hundredweight this was only a yield of a ton and a 
half to the acre, about the average yield of the European 
beetroot. 

There is another important variation in the agri¬ 
cultural system of different cane sugar countries. The 
sugar cane must have water, if it is to grow properly 
and give its customary 5deld. Very often it gets too 
much water and, therefore, good drainage is essential. 
In British Guiana, where the cane fields lie below the 
level of the sea, the superfluity of water has some¬ 
times to be pumped off the land. But, on the other 
hand, there is often a terrible spell of dry, hot weather, 
and then water has to be pumped on to the land. Many 
countries have to grow their canes almost entirely by 
irrigation. Peru is the most remarkable case, for in 
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tHat country there is practically no raitf Fortunately 
there are splendid means for easy and effectual irrigation. 
UTierc this is the case some of the heaviest crops in the 
world sxf produced under a system of thoroughly 
sciestific irrigation. In the Sandwich Islands, for 
instanc.e, it is known, and has been recorded, that crops 
of more thaiT fifty tons of cane to the acre have been 
produced. Here we have the wonderful crops of Java 
easily eclipsed. 

There is one mbre detail about the sugar cane which 
must be noted. The wild cane produces seed, but the 
cultivated variety has Ix’comc so accustomed to growing 
from cuttings that it has, as a rule, forgotten how to 
produce seed. It has been discovered recently tfcat 
seed can be found, and that it will produce canes. 
These seedling canes come up in very various qualities, 
some perhajK better than the existing kinds. Men 
of science haVb set to work to select from these seedlings 
and endeavour to produce a cane that will possess a 
maximum of good qualities, each selection to be the 
one most suitable to a particular soil and climate and, 
especially, to be the most powerful in resisting disease. 
The growers of cane sugar have thus at last found an 
opportunity of following the example of the beetroot 
industry. 

In the Euroj)ean beetroot countries the process of 
selection has been going on for generations. 'The 
roots used to yield five to six per cent, of sugar; now 
they yield thirteen to fifteen per cent. In 1908, a very 
exceptional season, the average yield for the*whole of 
Germany was nearly seventeen per cent., and for 
Bohemia^ven more. This is a truly wonderful advance, 
entirely thanks to the producers of beetroot seed. By 
constantly selecting the richest roots for planting in 
their seed nurseries they have gradually advanced year 
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by year to this4)itch of perfection. The beetroot flowfe 
and seeds in its second year, so there is eveiy opportunity 
for tins process of selection. 

The beetroot plant is sown as early as possible, but 
not so soon as to run the risk of late frosts. The ground 
is prepared in the most thorough and scientific 'way 
because the crop, to be successful, must have clean 
land, well broken up, and in good heart as to the right 
kind of richness. To keep it clean during the growth 
of the young plant you may see, on a first-class farm 
in Gennany or Austria, a band of labourers hoeing 
between the faint green lines of the baby plant long 
before weeds are visible. Tliis is the real way to stop 
weeds. The germs are turned up and left to die in the 
hof sun of May and June. If the crop has a nice moist 
spring, jilenty of sunshine in the summer, and a good 
long autumn, it will be a good one. A dry spring, 
wet summer, and short, cold autuimi, will,give a short 
crop. But, worst of all is drought all through spring 
and summer, such as they had in 1904. That means a 
deficiency of more than a million tons of sugar in the 
European beetroot crop. We want great increases 
in the cane crops of the world to defend us against 
such disasters in the future. 

The roots begin to be ready for the -harvest in late 
September and early October, and they are all gathered 
in by the middle of November. Those that do not 
go direct to the factory, have to be pitted till the factory 
is ready for them. The pit is constructed in a scientific 
way, witlj, proper ventilation, and a good covering. 
But the factories are so big now that they make short 
work of it, and have generally finished with their roots 
by the end of the year. The delivery of the roots to 
the factory was at one time a sad source of disputes 
and friction, but habit has pretty well overcome this 






24 


SUGAR 


difficulty. Tlte farmers and the factory now understand 
each*other better. The farmer is bound by contract 
to use the best seed, and the right kinds of manurci 
and to deliver the roots clean and well trinjmed. If 
Germany in a good year can make an average yiejd of 
ne.arly seventeen per cent, of sugar, it is certain that 
nothing but first-class roots have been delivered. The 
weight of roots to the acre varies in different countries. 
Germany averages between ten and fourteen tons, 
Austria much less. Russia cannot get beyond six to 
seven tons. 

The cane crop fortunately takes place at ve ry various 
ti mes in. different quarters of the tropical regions, and 
thvs docs not flood tlie markets of the world with aU 
its sugar at once. But Cuba, stimulated by the United 
States’ preference, now makes 3,000,000 tons of sugar, 
and as it natiually sent its sugar to the market where 
at one time it enjoyed a preference of* about Is. 6d. 
jKT cwt., the American markets were flooded with 
Cuban sugar during the crop season. This led to the 
curious and abnormal fact that in the early months of 
tile year the price of sugar in America was often Is. 6d. 
per cwt., and even more, Ixlow what is called *the 
world’s price. The preference has nqw been reduced 
to Is. 2d. 

It may be interesting to note the dates at which the 
varibus crops of cane sugar begin. All the West India 
islands begin in January, except Cuba, which is a 
month earlier. In the United States the cane sugar 
districts‘of Louisiana and Texas begin in Septem¬ 
ber. Mexico, like Cuba, begins in December. In 
South America, British Guiana has two crops^May and 
October, while the Argentine gets to work in June. 
In the East, Java, a most important crop, begins in 
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May; Formosa and the Philippines in December, and 
British India about the same time. Egypt wortcs in 
January, and Mauritius in August. August is also 
the crop* time in Natal. In Australia and the Fiji 
Islands June is the month. 
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CANE JUICE 

We now begin tlic main part of our suDject, tnc 
extraction of the sugar from the cane or the Iwetroot. 
With the cane tlic first thing is, witl) all speed, to get 
the juice out of it and to get as much of it as possible. 
In primitive days—or even nowin primitive countries— 
they crushed the cane bedween two vertical rollers of 
wood or stone, driven by bullocks or by hand. By 
till? methoil they ilid not get half the juice, but the 
remains of the cane made good fuel for boiling the juice. 
In course of time iron rollers were substituted for w'ood 
and stone, and were set horizontally. The driving 
power for this more powerful mill was wind or water, 
as in the case of the old flour mill. The island of 
Barbadoes is not, like its neighbours, mountainous, 
and is, therefore, well suited to the use of windmills, 
especially as it has a fairly breezy climate. Many 
of these windmills may still be seen driving the 
sugar mills in that fertile, industrious' succes.sful and 
well-populated little colony. 

B\it a great revolution has taken place in most tropical 
sugar-producing regions. Extended cultivation soon 
required new implements capable of dealing with large 
quantities, of cane in an expeditious and economical 
way. The three-roller mill, driven by steam* power, 
soon became the rule. This machine consists of two 
rollers placed side by side but with a space 'between, 
and another above them nearly touching them. The 
engine drives gearing which reduces and regulates the 
speed of the three rollers to the required pace. The 
26 ' 
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lower rollers revolve in the same, the upper one^in the 
opjxisite direction. A travelling band or “ carrier ” 
convejis tlie canes to the mouth of the mill, care being 
taken that they are so evenly distriljfited as to form a 
constant and uniform feed. The canes enter between 
the front roller and the upper one, only just space enough 
being left bi-twecn the two rollers to jiermit them to 
catch hold of the canes, and draw them through. Be¬ 
tween the two lower rollers, just below the centre of 
the circumference of the ujiper roller, is a metal plate 
which causes the crushed cane to turn towards the 
space between the back roller and the upper one, where 
it is again drawn in and crushed a second time. These 
rollers are placed much closer together, because the 
already partially cnished cane can now be forced through 
a narrower entrance. This double crushing may, if 
well done in a sufficiently jwwerful mill, extract sixty 
per cent, of the juice in the cane. This had to be 
improved ujinn if cane was to compete with beetroot. 
The anangement now is a combination of three of 
these three-roller mills set tandem fashion, with carriers 
to convey the crushed cane from the first to the second 
and from the second to the third. It might be imagined 
that when tfie crushed cane, called megass—or, in 
French, bagasse —^issues from the third mill it has lost 
all its juice. Unfortunately, this is not so, and therefore 
other expedients have been adopted to still further 
reduce the quantity of sugar left in the mega*. The 
rollers in the second and third mill are placed closer 
together in order more completely to squeeze the now 
attenuated strips of crushed cane. Those mills are 
also driven at a slightly slower speed. But important 
additions have of late years been made. It was found 
that the first of the two crushings in the front mill did 
not^do much more Jhan break the outside rind of the 
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cane, and that a larger quantity of cane could lie worked 
with the same jxiwer if the cane could be cut or torn 
up to a certain extent before entering the first rollers. 
Cane cutters or " shredders ” were, tlu rcfore, intro¬ 
duced in front of'thc triple arrangement of mills. An¬ 
other and jicrhaps better contrivaiicx' was afterwards 
adopted, a pair of rollers with V-shaped iorrugafiotis, 
which slightly bre.ak the canes, and thus enable them 
to be more thoroughly and quickly crushed in the 
first mill. * 

But still there was too much sugar left in the final 
megass. Tlie next scheme, therefore, was lo jviur 
water on the carriers between the first and second, 
andAhe second and third mills. This water, if pro|K'rly 
sucked up by the megass, dilutes the juice and, therefore, 
the juice in the final megass, Ixiing thus diluted, contains 
less sugar. Dilution of the juice is, of course, objeefion- 
able, because it involves the consumption of more fuel 
in the subsequent cvaiioration. Very careful calcula¬ 
tions are, therefore, necessaiy, based on the value of 
sugar and the cost of fuel, in order to arrive at the ])oint 
where saving of sugar costs more than the value of the 
sugar saved. To reduce the dilution as much as possible 
it is now customary to use the diluted juice from the 
last mill to wash—" macerate ” it is called—the megass 
on its way from the first to the second mill. A careful 
note 6f the density—specific gravity, tested by the 
hydron^eter—is taken at the last mill in order to main¬ 
tain uniformity of maceration, and to make sure that 
the dilution does not exceed the calculated maximum 
to be permitted. 

The exhausted megass goes straight to the i boiler- 
house for fuel. The great improvement in ■ special 
boiler furnaces for the consumption of megass now 
generally enables cane sugar factories to raise all the 
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large quantities of steam required for evaporation and 
driving without the use of any other fuel—a great 
advantage for cane over beet. 

The juice is cqjight in a trough below the mills ^nd 
flows to a vessel where it is roughly strained from the 
quantity of finely divided cane fibre whiah falls down 
with it, and is then juimped up to the clarifiers. 

Cane juice is a substance of somewhat complex 
character. The juice from the first mill is comparatively 
pure, limpid and of a light colour. But the continued 
cnishing in the second and third mills brings more 
impurities into it. The colouring matter from the 
rin;^of the cane gets into it; so do the organic salts, 
gums and albumen, all of which make it more and 
more viscous and quite imjiossible to filter or evaporate 
without previous very careful and complete cl|fification, 
a matter for consideration in a following* chapter. 

A good iii» sugar cane contains, on the average, about 
seventy-five jxjrcent. of water, twelve to fifteen percent, 
of crystallizablc sugm, one to one and a half per cent, of 
uncrystallizable sugar, ten per cent, of fibre, less than 
one per cent, of incombustible matter—called “ ash,” 
—and less than one per cent, of organic acids, gums and 
albumen. The ash consists of very varying proportions, 
according to the nature of the soil and of the manures, 
of silica, potash, lime, magnesia and soda,.mentioned in 
the order of their imjxirtance, silica and potash being 
the rftain ingredients. The silica exists mostly in the 
form of silicates of an alkaline base. The alkaline 
bases, mostly potasli, are also in combination with 
organic acids, which disappear on incineration^ or with 
phosphoric and sulphuric acid, and* chlorine, all of 
which constitute part of the ash. 

It is now necessary, before going further, to explain 
the nature of the three kinds ^of sugar contai|ied in 



CANE JUICE 


31 


the sugar canc, one crystallizable and two, called 
“ nncrjretallizable.” These are only rough and ready 
expressions for which more accurate words have now been 
substituted. But an explanation ,of the difference 
between the three kinds of sugar, and of their proper 
names, requires a brief preliminary description of the 
way in which the quantity of these sugars in cane juice, 
or any other sugar solution, is determined. 

The polariscofie is an interesting instniment, and its 
use in every sugar factory or refinery, and also in every 
commercial transaction in raw sugar, is now universal 
and essential. Its construction is based on two facts. 
The first is that when light passes through qgftain 
crystals, calc spar for instance, if the crystal be properly 
adjusted the light is divided into two rays one of which, 
has become " polarized.” This means that the light 
ceases to ba diffused equally in all directions, but only 
shines in one plane. The second fact is that if this 
ray of polarized light be passed through a solution of 
aystallizable sugar its plane will be deflected to the 
right. 

• Tile business of the polariscope is to measure the 
extent of this deflection, and thus detect the quantity 
of sugar contained in the solution, a very ingenious and 
complicated process. The general facts can, perhaps, 
be given without too many technicalities. It light 
were made to pass through a properly adjusted crystal 
and thus converted iitto a polarized ray, and* if this 
ray were then intercepted by another similar crystal, 
similarly adjusted, the polarized ray would pass freely 
through the second crystal. But if, between the two 
crystals, were inserted a tube containing a solution 
of sugar the light would no longer pass through the 
second crystal because the plane of the ray would have 
been deflected by ,the sugar. The second -crystal 
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would have to l)e turned until it aiTived at tlie angle 
to whith the ray had been defU eted. When the light 
had fully rcapj)eared, the angle through which the 
crystal had h’en turned would indirate the-amount 
of di;flection. Afl instrument coukl be imagined* in 
which the scale should be so adjusted, and the parts so 
constructed that the zero should be the fioint where, 
with pure water in the tube, the two crystals coincide 
and the light passes through ; and the one hundred 
])oint should be that to which, with ^ fixed weight of 
pure sugar dissolved in a fixed volume of water in the 
tube, the crj'stid would exactly arrive in order to trans¬ 
mit the full light of the deflected ray. In practice, 
it is*hecessary to adopt a more complicated arrangement 
in order to secure accuracy. Between the tube and the 
second crystal is insei ted a “ comixmsator ” con- 
stnicted of two wedge-shaiH'd crystals, which can be 
shifted across each other by means of a* screw until 
they exactly cornixmsate or neutralize the deflection 
caus(;d by the sugar, and allow the ray once more to 
pass through the si'cond crystal. The screw at the same 
time moves a vernier scale on which the operator can 
read off the ]x’rcentage of sugar contained in the tube. 
But this does not give absolute accuracy because the 
exact point of maximum light or maximum darkness 
is difficult to detect. Behind the jxjlarizing crystal, 
betw&n it and the tulx;, is therefore inserted a plate 
of qu^,rtz, made of two plates joined together side by 
side, with their axes op|X)scd, the one from right to 
left and tUc other from left to right, the join being a 
perpendicular line in the centre. The eye of the operator 
now secs, when the ray is not deflected, a field of uniform 
colour. But when the ray is deflected by the sugar 
he sees the field divided by a sharp perpendicular 
line into two different 'colours. As he moves the 
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compensator tfiaicolours become more uniform, and when 
an absolute uniformity of colour has been restored he 
reads dff on the scale the percentage of sugar. This 
method gives great accuracy, but the instrument has 
now been superseded—iKuhajis in the interest 6f those 
who are colour blind—by one in which shadow is sx!b- 
stituted lor colour, which is sakl to bg still more 
accurate. 

Thus is the quantity of crystallizable sugar accurately 
determined in the laboratory. The otjicr varieties of 
sugar, called uncrystallizable,havc an avidity for oxygen; 
their quantity is therefore determined by measuring 
the quantity of a standardized solution of oxide of 
copper (cupric oxide) which is “ reduced ” by the 
sugai^lution to the insoluble form of cuprous oxide, 
which contains less oxygen. The uncrystallizable 
sugars are therefore called “ reducing sugars.” They 
generally exist in the form of equal quantities ot dextrose 
and levulose, which mixture is created by the action 
of acid and heat on the crystallizable sugar, which is 
now called sucrose. This mixture is called “ invert 
sugar ” because it deflects the polarized ray to the left 
instead of to the right. 

But dextrose, and levulose also exist separate in 
varying small quantities in the sugar cade. Dextrose 
is so ciled because it deflects the ray to the right, but 
not so much as sucrose. Levulose is so called because it 
largely deflects the ray to the left. Dextrose is produced 
in large iquantities for industrial iiurposes by the action 
of acid on the starch contained in grain, and is called 
glucose. Maize is generally used for the purpose, and 
the United States is the largest producer. In that form 
it is a dull greyish white viscous substance \^th a 
sickly-sweetish taste. It is also produced in a solid 
form. Levulose is also called fructose or fruit sugar. 



CANE JUICE 


35 


does not appear in sound ripe canes, bntCan be found 
in unripe or overipe ones. Dextrose exists in both 
ripe and unripe cane, and is also found in manyiother 
plants. But the existence of dextrose and Icvulose as 
separate substances is a mere nothing compared with 
the»quantity of them produced by the decomposition 
of sucrose into “ invert sugar.” This is the “ golden 
syrup ” and*also tlie “ brewers’ sugar ” of commerce. 
If very pure it has the appearance and flavour of honey. 
Honey itself is invert sugar. 

All these sughrs arc called “ carbo - hydrates ” 
because they consist of carbon combined with hydrogen 
and oxygen in the proiwlions in which those two 
elements exist in water. They are formed by the 
tissues of the leaves of the sugar cane, under the influmce 
of the light of the sun, combining the water of the 
plant with the carbonic acid of the atmosphere. The 
stronger the light the more rapid the jirocess. Sucrose 
is created anH conveyed to the stalk. If the process 
is too rapid during the daytime starch is stored up, 
and this in tlie night season is converted into dextrose. 
Part of the sucrose may also lie inverted and thus a 
little Icvulose added to the dextrose. The respiration 
of*the plant requires these “reducing sugars,” 
converting them back to water and carlx)nic acid. 
Some of the sugars are conveyed to the green top of the 
growing plant, and further inversion takes place to 
assist the vigorous growth by vigorous respiriftion. 
The reducing sugar also assists in the formation pf the 
fibre of the cane, and some of it combines with nitro¬ 
genous substances to form albuminous mktter. As 
the plant ripens and the leaves begin to fall the vigorous 
respiration slackens, less reducing sugar is required, 
and the sucrose is stored up in the cells of the pith of 
the cane. A growing cane, therefore, contains much 
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puqxjjirs. a dpr cane contains suciose with a very 
small admixtnn- of invert sugars. When the lower 
leaves die the sia rose is increased only from the action 
of the leaves ulyeh remain at the top, and the tjme 
comes when there is no further increase. That is the 
point of rijieiiess. After that the heat of»the sun has 
no further creative effect, but would, if the cane were 
not cut, Ingin, with the help of the acids in the cane, 
to convert sucrose into invert sugar. • 

The contents of the cane juice as it flows from the 
mill can he stated roughly, but of course it varies 
greatly aeeoiding to the (piality of the cane, and that 
is \^y c'arious in different countries and soils. The 
variation also arises from the state of rijjcness of the 
cane. Here are figures of the analysis of cane juice 
which has rather more uncrystallir-able sugar than it 
ought to lane if it were ])erf<‘rtly rijx-, but they suffice 
to indicate the jiroportions of the various constituents 
of the juice. Ihey also illustrate the impurity of the 
juice from the second mill as compared with that from 
the first. They are taken from I’rinscn Geci’ligs’ 
smaller woik on cane sugar, jiublished at the office "of 
The Sugar Cane, .Altrincham, 1902. 

Sucrose, 16-49 jK-r cent.; glucose, kbs; ash, 0-28; 
gums, 0-125; albumen, 0025; free acid, 0048. The 
density by tbe Hri-x hydrometer w'as 19-2. This hydro¬ 
meter professes to indicate the total quantity of dry 
substahee in solution. The quantity of sucrose, per cent, 
of total dry substance, is, therefore, 859, This is 
called “ the quotient of purity.” This is the analysis 
of the juice as it flowed from the first mill. That of 
the juice, without maceration, as it flowed from the 
second mill gave the following changes. About the 
same sucrose. Rather les.s glucose. Ash increased to 
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0'41. Gums increased to O’346, just three times as 
much. Albumen increased to 0’092, nearly four times 
as much. Free acid increased to 0’072. Quotient of 
purity r«iuced to 84’4. The reason why the glucose 
was* less is because the top part of the cane, which 
contains the largest amount of glucose, and which is 
the softest part, had been more thoroughly squeezed 
by the first mill than the harder parts of the cane. The 
third mill gave a purity quotient of 84. The colour 
of the juice from file first mill was light, from the second 
dark, from the third very dark. The word glucose 
is here applied to all reducing sugars or invert sugars. 

The extraction of juice by the Diffusion process 
will be described in the next chapter, when deSSng 
with the subject of beet juice. It is one of the most 
interesting subjects connected with sugar production. 
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BEET JUICE 

Fortunately for the producer of beetroot sugar his 
raw material, the root, will keep fairly well, so he is 
able to make sure of a constant and, sufficient supply 
from the day he Ix'gins work until his last load of roots 
comes in. Tliis is of immense advantage in the working 
of such a delicate article as sugar juice. Interruption 
of ^ork is a most ruinous proceeding, but it must 
sometimes happen in the case of the sugar cane. 

The roots have to be delivered to the factory as free 
as possible from soil or stones, and thoroughly trimmed 
as to the crown and the rootlets. They go straight 
to the washing machine where they are completely 
cleansed. Their ne.'ct visit is to the weighing machine, 
because in some countries the duty was levied on the 
weight of the roots. In any case, the manufacturer 
must know the exact weight of the roots he works, and 
the knowledge is also necessary for fiscal statistical 
purposes. 

Then comes the extraction of the juice. Fifty 
years ago this was done by tearing the roots into pulp 
in a powerful machine, and then squeezing the juice 
out df the pulp by hydraulic pressure. It was an 
interesting process to watch. The number of hands it 
employed was remarkable. There was a constant 
rushing about of people in a hurry; first to fold up 
the pulp in cloths and place it on the trays to go to the 
press ; then the carrying of these trays and adjusting 
them, one above another, on the press. And while 
this was going on an opposite gang was as busy removing 
38 



the pressed pulp from another press, disposing of the 
pressed cake of valuable cattle food, and running for 
more pulp to recharge the second press. And so on 
for all thfe row of presses. 

The trouble and expense of this method of work 
soon led to t|}e invention of various kinds of continuous 
presses, which did the work without all this expenditure 
of labour and loss of time. Some of these presses did 
their duty fairly^well, and were regarded at the time 
as the height of perfection. 

But a great revolution was approaching. In the 
year 1860, Julius Robert, sugar manufacturer at 
S&lowitz in Austria, successfully put into practical 
form an entirely new method of extracting the juice 
from the beetroot, called the Diffusion process. His 
success was complete. All the sugar factories in Ger¬ 
many and Austria gradually adopted it, and in little 
more than ten years its use had become universal in 
those two countries. In some parts of a beetroot 
factory of to-day, instead of pandemonium you would 
find almost silence. You begin to wonder where the 
wotkmen are, and where is the sugar juice. You see 
a vast room, full of tall cylindrical vessels armed at the 
top with a complicated regiment of valves, and appar¬ 
ently doing nothing. You hear, indeed, one machine 
making a slight noise on an upper floor, but yoit,sec 
no one until, perhaps, a Solitary man begins to manipu¬ 
late one or two of the valves. That is the onlj* sign 
of life which you can, at the first glance, detect in that 
very important wing of the establishment. 

This process of Diffusion is so interesting, and has 
had suclf an important bearing on the success of the 
industry, that it must be described in some detail. 
It was found, some sixty years ago, that when two 
liquids of different densities arc separated by a 



40 


SUGAR 


membranous partition a process of diffusion takes place, 
the denser passing into the lighter, and the lighter 
into the denser liquid. This occurs in spite of the fact 
that the membrane is not a filtering medium. It 
was also found 'that if the denser liquid contained in 
solution a mixture of crystallizable and uncrystallizable 
substances, the former would diffuse freely into the 
lighter liquid, while the uncrystallizable would hardly 
diffuse at all. This phenomenon was called osmosis, 
or osmose. The diffusion of the crystallizable sub¬ 
stances into the lighter liquid was called exosmose, 
and that of the lighter into the heavier liquid, endos- 
mosc. The easily diffusing substances were called 
crystalloids, and the others, such as gum, albumen, 
gelatine or glue {colic) were called colloids. If, therefore, 
there should be on one side of the membrane a quantity 
of the juice of the teetroot or the cane, containing 
crystallizable sugar mingled with many gummy and 
gelatinous substances, and on the other side water, 
the solution of sugar would diffuse into the water, and 
the water into the sugar juice until the liquids on each 
side of the membrane became of the same density. 
If the water containing the sugar were then drawn 
off and fresh water substituted the'diffusion would 
recommence, and this process might be continued until 
the,whole of the sugar had passed away in the form of 
a nearly pure solution, wliile thfe impurities would remain 
alon* in the solution which was originally sugar 
juice. TJie membrane may be animal or vegetable— 
parchment paper, for instance, answers the purpose. 

But in nature the walls of the cells of plants form 
a diffusing medium. The sugar in the beetroot or the 
cane exists shut up inside the cells. It was found that 
it could be extracted in the way described above, by 
diffusion. 
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The apparat^ for doing so is constructed and worke'd 
in th? following way. A number of large vertical 
cylindrical vessels are ranged either in rows or in a 
circle. They are furnished with a well secured man¬ 
hole at the top,and bottom, and with pipes wlych 
convey hot water to each vessel, and others which convey 
the liquid from each vessel to its next door neighbour, 
passing on their way through a heater which keeps the 
liquid up to a certain temperature. The pipes are 
arranged so that the liquid can be passed from one 
vessel to another cither at the top or the bottom, or 
can be drawn off when the process of diffusion is com¬ 
pleted. On the floor which commands the top of this 
battery of vessels are the valves by which the man in 
charge is able to conduct the operations. On an upper 
floor is the machine which cuts the roots into slices, 
all of the same size and shape, so that they can lie in 
the vessels without getting jammed ■ together, but 
leaving room for the water to flow freely round them. 
If the battery is arranged in a circle the slices from above 
can be directed by a revolving shoot into any one of 
the vessels. On the upper floor is also the hot-water 
tank, situated sufficiently high to give the necessafry 
pressure for the circulation of the liqqjd through the 
vessels of the diffusion battery. 

Let us suppose that all the vessels (8, 12, 14 or 16, 
as the case may be) are filled witl\slices, and the openings 
at the top through which the slices have been shot 
securely closed. Hot water from above is then turned 
on to the first vessel until it is full. Diffusion of the 
sugar takes place, and the density inside and outside 
the cells be^ns to approach to uniformity. Before the 
diffusion seriously dackens its pace the water—^now 
a ^ak solution of sugar—is passed on to the second 
vessel, after traversing the intermediate heater, and 
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meets with fresh shoes. Here the density of the juifce 
in the cells exceeds that of the weak sugar solution, 
and Siffusion goes on briskly. The process is con¬ 
tinued through about half a dozen vessels. The solu¬ 
tion of sugar whfn it has travelled so far is so nejrly 
of the same density as the juice in the cells, that diffusion 
practically ceases. The sugar solution—cailed diffusion 
juice—is, therefore, drawn off, and goes to a measuring 
tank, and thence to the clarifiers to commence the 
defecation process. We now have six vessels of the 
diffusion battery of which it may be said roughly tliat 
in the first the slices have lost nearly half their sugar, 
in the second they may have lost about a quarter, 
and so on up to the sixth where very little sugar has 
been diffused out. 

Wlicn the weak sugar solution left the first vessel 
fresh water was turned on, and followed in the round. 
A fresh exhaustion of the slices results, .tlic process will 
finish at the seventh vessel, and again the contents 
of a vesselful of diffusion juice will be measured and 
go to the defecation. We can imagine the process 
continued until the whole battery of vessels is at work. 
The liquid is circulating under pressure the whole time, 
but when the moment comes that the slices in No. 1 
arc exhausted all its connections are ?umed off, the 
pressure is transferred to No. 2, the man-hole below 
in Nq. 1 is opened and the exhausted slices are shot out 
by means of compressed air. it the battery is circular 
there is a pit in the centre towards whicli the opening 
at the bottom of each vessel is directed, and which 
receives the wet exhausted slices. That the slices 
may be loosened, in order to be more easily ejected, 
the last charge of water to that vessel is directed from 
the bottom upwards. The vessel is at once refilled 
with fresh slices, and becomes the last instead of the 
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list of the series. This is, roughly, fhe method of 
working the diffusion battery; but the rate at wjuch it 
works, how often each vessel is filled and emptied, 
and how, quickly the diffusion juice is passed from one 
to another, are matters which requife most accurate 
regulation and supervision. 

The diffusion juice is, of course, much purer than 
the cane juice which, as we have seen, is sadly siwiled 
by the violent crushing to which the cane is subjected 
in powerful modern cane mills. The diffusion juice 
contains the sugar and some portion of tlie salts of the 
beetroot. It may also contain small traces of the 
gummy and albuminous impurities, but the bulk of 
them remain in the cells of the exliaustcd slices^ Of 
course, in the process of cutting the slices a certain 
number of cells are broken, and from these broken cells 
the impurities must find their way into the diffusion 
juice. • • 

The superiority of this process over the crushing 
of the cane, as described in the last chapter, is so striking, 
that it may well lie asked why cane mills have not been 
superseded by diffusion. Many cane sugar manufat- 
turcrs have asked themselves the same question, and 
some have answered it by putting up a diffusion plant. 
But it cannot be said that the experiment has been 
altogether satisfactory. The cutting of the cane into 
slices is not a very easy operation, but that objection 
might perhaps be waived if other things went well. 
Diffusion involves dilution of the juice to the Extent 
of at least twenty per cent. Maceration between the 
mills of a triple cane mill ought never to create a dilution 
of more than ten to fifteen per cent. This extra dilution 
in the diffusion process is a serious thing with a cane- 
sugar factory which relies on its megass for the wh^e 
of its steam-raising fuel. Moreover, the megass left 



46 


SUGAR 


from the diffusion battery of a cane sugar factory fs 
very inferior to ordinary megass as fuel, and requires 
pressing and dicing before it can be used. This is a 
rather fatal objection. Again, a beetroot faetpry need 
never, or hardly»cver, stop for want of roots; bt^t a 
cane factory may often have to suspend work for want 
of canes. With mills this is easily done, but with 
diffusion it involves considerable loss. Suddenly to 
stop a diffusion battciy for want of raw material means 
that all the juice in the batterj', mosi of it very thin, 
must be worked up as it is or a considerable loss of sugar 
incurred. A diffusion battery requires great regularity 
in the quality of the raw material. But a cane mill 
is olji'ged sometimes to work up a large extra quantity 
of damaged canc in a hurry. With mills this can be 
done, but it would be impossible with diffusion. 

Diffusion can, under favourable circumstances, ex¬ 
tract ninety-five per cent, of the sugar'in the canc. 
Mills are now so mudi imjn'oved that, with all recent 
appliances, they can get more than ninety per cent, 
of the sugar in the cane. The reason for adopting 
diffusion is, therefore, not so strong as it was some 
years ago, and is more than counterbalanced by the 
disadvantages. , 

There are several cane sugar factories in various 
countries that have tried the diffusion process. The 
moslr remarkable instance is fhe late Mr. Minchin’s 
factory at Aska in Madras, llie writer of these lines 
made an extended tour of the European beetroot 
districts with Mr. Minchin as far back as 1871, and on 
that occasion they paid a visit of several days to Mr. 
Robert, the inventor of the diffusion process^ at his 
home at S&lowitz in Austria. Mr. Minchin knew him 
well, and had already been working the diffusion process 
at Aska for some years. As the process was only 
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invented in 1860 Minchin must undoubtedly have been 
the earliest pioneer of that invention in the cane^ugar 
industry. He stuck to it bravely for more than thirty 
years, anil possibly it may be still working. 

TJie exhausted beet slices from the idiffusion liattery 
are, of course, saturated with water which has to be 
pressed out. • They are then either at once delivered 
to the farmer for cattle food or stored in pits till wanted. 
In the latter case they ferment, and are said to be 
preferred by the eattle in that state. Recently various 
methods of artificially drying the pulp have been 
adopted and will, no doubt, become general. The pulj) 
makes a very good cattle food if judiciously mixed with 
chopped straw or hay. The writer has seen it isixed 
with the molasses of the factory, which seems a very 
natural and reasonable plan, and also a good way of 
utilizing a by-product which fetches a very ixwr 
price in the •raarket when sold lor distilling or to 
the special factories which extract its sugar by chemical 
process. 

The well-known inventor, Steffen, has suggested the 
idea of extracting less than the maximum quantity of 
sugStf from the roots, and drying the resulting pulp, 
rich in sugar, ■^ich ought to obtain a high price for 
cattle-feeding. The suggestion has not yet lieen adopted 
on any considerable scale. 

A combination of cijjshing the sugar cane in' the 
usual way and then treating the megass in a diffusion 
battery, called the Naudet process, has recently attracted 
some attention. Sixty-five per cent, of thi juice is 
first extracted in the mill, and the megass is then loaded 
into thejiifiusion battery. The juice, heated and mixed 
with lime as if it were going to the clarifiers, is then 
poured on to the megass, and transferred from vessel 
to vessel as in the diffusion process. This process 
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dispenses with the elaborate clarifying and filtering 
operajtions. 

Tlie following analysis of the beetroot is given in 
Horsin-D&in’s book of 1894, “ Le Sucre et 1,’industrie 
SucriSre.” Watpr 80 per cent., sugar 15, cellulose^nd 
woody fibre 1, gummy matters 0-6, albumen and other 
nitrogenous substances 1-6, other organic substances 1, 
mineral matters 0-8 ])er cent. Since then the average 
percentage of sugar has risen in many countries 2 per 
cent. Even the sugar actually extracted has risen 
in some favoured districts to more than 16 jier cent, 
in a good season. Tliis beat? cane sugar hollow. But 
then the beetroot farmers only produce on the average, 
in tie most favoured countries, 10 to 14 tons of roots 
to the acre, whereas the sugar cane is produced at the 
rate of twenty to forty tons to the acre. The sugar 
cane in Java, that most successful sugar-producing 
country, cannot be said to contain, the average, 
more than 12 to 15 jxir cent, of sugar, and the quantity 
actually extracted does not, on the average, exceed 
lOJ to 10| per cent. But, as has been already stated, 
they produce in Java, on the average, more than four 
tons of high-class sugar to the acre. The avefage 
production of European beetroot suggr is well under 
two tons to the acre. 

There is one peculiarity of the l)eetroot juice which is 
of great importance: it contfiins no uncrystallizable 
sugar. Good raw beetroot sugar, therefore, is entirely 
free Irom what is roughly called glucose. The juice, 
moreoverv is not acid and, therefore, does not become 
inverted so rapidly as cane juice. Here beet has a great 
advantage over cane. But in some of our sugar,colonies, 
J^aica and Demerara for instance, the final product, 
niolasses, which of course contains, among other 
things, the invert sugar existing in the cane and largely 
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increased in the process of manufacture, is converted 
into rum, which is a valuable by-product of the industry 
in those countries. 

As to*the extra purity of diffusion juice in a cane 
sugar factory, as compared with mill “juice in the same 
factory, Noel Dcerr, in his excellent book (1905) “ Sugar 
and the Sugar Cane,” ‘ gives the figures from a Cuban 
factory working mills and diffusion side by side. Some¬ 
times the ingredients of a sugar solution arc defined 
roughly under only two designations—" sugar ” and 
“ non-sugar.” The object of a sugar factory is to get 
out as much sugar and as little non-sugar as jxissible. 


Non-sugar 1 

Kreaker 

201 

Mills 

"151111111” 

2-25 

2nd Mill 

2-54 

Difyision 

1-32 

per cent. | , 
Purity quotienF 

89.7 

87-8 

865 

90-3 


The difference is not so striking as might be expected. 


* Published by Norman Rodger, 2 St. Dunsian's Hill, E.C. 
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CHAPTER V 


CLARIFICATION 

The speed with which canes should be brtiught to the 
mill to be crushed, so as to avoid the danger of rapid 
changes in composition, is still more important with 
the juice itstdf after its extraction from the cane. It 
contains many kinds of impurities, and the more com¬ 
plete the extraction the greater is the amount ol 
'impurity. Among other things there are the germs of 
fermantation w'hich would at once commence if the 
juice were not six'edily subjected to the operations 
of clarification and defecation. 

To go back again to primitive methods, such as 
still exist in primitive countries like" British India, 
China, the Philippines, and even some parts of Brazil, 
the juice is at one^ poured by the small native grower 
into an iron ixit over a wood fire ; wood ashes and lime 
are added, which create scum. This is skimmed off 
the top until it ceases to rise, and the clear juice is then 
allowed to boil until it reaches the poist where it will 
crystallize when cooled. When cold the crystalline 
mass is removed, and is ready for the market. In 
India'it is called Gur or Jaggery; in the Philippines, 
Taal or Zebu, or Ilo Ilo, according to the district from 
which It comes. In Brazil it has many strange names, 
but here it* was called by the name of the port of ship¬ 
ment, Pemams (Pernambuco), Bahias, Maceios, and 
so on. Those from India, Manilla, and China are dark 
brown masses of sugar and impurities mixed up together. 
These sugars, and those from Brazil, used to come to 
this country in considerable quantities from time to 
.so 
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time when prices were good, and formed no small part 
of the raw material of some British refineries. • 

In our West Indian Colonies the process of clarifica¬ 
tion was carried on, and still continues in some places, 
in afsimilar but much superior fashion! The “ Copper 
Wall” was universal sixty years ago in the West Indies. 
It is simply a row of copper basins, with a blazing fire 
underneath them going the whole length of the row 
and then up the chimney. Tlie juice, much purer 
than that from ^he powerful modern mills with all 
their appliances, contained nevertheless much albumin¬ 
ous and gummy matter which must be removed. The 
copper wall combined clarification and crystallization. 
In the first cop])er milk of lime was added, and the Stum 
skimmed off; in the succeeding cojJiiers, to which the 
juice was ladled from No. 1, a further skimming or 
brushing took place, and when the juice reached the 
last of the six*i8j)pers it had Ix-come thick enough and 
pure enough to crystallize when cool into an excellent 
raw sugar, called muscovado, the principal raw material 
of the British sugar refiner sixty years ago. 

But new appliances,.in the course of time, took the 
place of the copper wall. The vacuum pan was invented 
for carrying ou1“a more perfect kind of crystallization. 
Then came the European beetroot industry, which 
introduced many varieties of clarification and defecation. 
Capable men took up the«ubject and gradually dcvel8ped 
a really scientific system of dealing with sugar juice, 
lime was still the basis of the system, but it was no 
longer used in a haphazard or rule-of-thumB manner. 
Lime is absolutely necessary, especially with cane 
juice, which is naturally acid; but though it removes 
impurities it is liable to create more than it remov,fs 
by forming lime compounds very detrimental to the 
subsequent crystallization. The beetroot factories 
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proceeded to get over this diificulty by introducing 
carbonic acid gas into the defecating pans, which pre¬ 
cipitated the excess of lime in the form of insoluble 
carbonate. The cane sugar manufacturers are learning 
the lesson from'their European competitors, and are 
now beginning to practise, in countries where science 
reigns supreme, as complete a system of defecation 
by lime and carbonic acid as can be found in the most 
up-to-date beetroot factory. 

We must skip over as lightly as i»ssible the inter¬ 
mediate processes which preceded the pc'rfectcd methods 
of to-day. The copper wall was superseded by an 
operation completed in one vessel, where the juice was 
heati-d by steam, the lime scums removed from the 
surface and partly allowed to fall to the bottom of the 
vessel, from which they were subsequently rmoved, 
the clear juice being run off for concentration in the 
vacuum pan. Another method was to'Eeat the juice in 
a special juice heater and then, when the air bubbles 
had thus been removed, run it into the defecating pan 
where lime was added, the lime and impurities all falling 
to the bottom in the absence of air bubbles, and the 
dear juice being decanted. 

In all these various processes the 'important point 
is to hit off the exact quantity of lime necessary. Too 
much lime would be worse than too little. But even 
when exactly the right quantity is used it does not 
remove all the impurities. Many modifications were 
introduced, continuous defecators were invented, new 
methods o^' heating the juice before entering the defecator 
were adopted, but no really satisfactory results are 
likely to be obtained until the lessons taught in the 
bgptroot factories are learned and applied. The pre¬ 
liminary beating of the juice before defecation not only 
drives out the air bubbles but, what is much more 
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important, co'agulates the albumen. The addition*of 
lime .in the defecating pan not only neutralizes the 
acidity of the juice but also combines with the albumen 
and creates flocculent precipitates which cs^rry down 
with them a portion of the gummy impurities and^also 
all suspended substances, such as fibre, wax, colouring 
matter, and the dirt which had adhered rto the canes. 
The albumen is almost if not entirely removed. The 
gums and pectine, a gelatinous substance akin to gum, 
are reduced to about half their quantity, and the 
quotient of purity is raised about two per cent. 

But great skill and care are necessary in this process 
of clarification. Too little lime fails to carry away all 
the., acids, albumen and gummy matters, and the 
precipitation is imperfect and slow. Too much lime, 
on the other hand, attacks the glucose, combines with 
the resulting organic acids and forms viscous sulistances 
very injurious not only to the sul)sequt«* crystallization 
but even to the body of the sugar itself. The exact 
point of right quantity can be ascertained by rough 
experiment easily carried out, but it all dejxsnds upon 
the operator that this shall be done correctly. In mak¬ 
ing raw sugar for the refiner the object of the operator 
is to keep the juice as nearly neutraj,as possible, but 
with a slight tendency towards alkalinity. This secures 
that the resulting sugar, when crystallized, shall not be 
acid and, therefore, shall not||deteriorate in quality. 

But there is much sugar made now, roughly called 
" Detnerara sugar,” which is intended to be consumed 
in the farm of raw sugar. Large quantities of sugar 
were, in former days, consumed in the raw state. They 
were the superior kinds of muscovado sugar, from 
Barbadoes, Jamaica and Porto Rico. It was only 
ttie lighter coloured varieties with a yellowish tinge 
which were good enough'for the grocer. They were 
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sifeet and fragrant, with a pleasant favour ofjthe 
sugar cane. But when the home refiners produced 
yellow sugar with a pale primrose tint the poor old 
muscovadoes were thrown rather into the shade. Then 
came the new raw sugars from our colpny of Demerara 
which soon cut out all competitors. They were crystal¬ 
lized in the vacuum pan and had a large bold crystal of a 
pretty yellowish tinge. Trinidad followed the example 
of its neighbour, then came St. Lucia, and now many 
more imitators. • 

There is no secret now as to the method of preparing 
the juice for making this sugar. A few words are 
sufficient to give the general reader an idea of the 
special preparation of the juice when “ yellow crysfels ” 
are to be made. There is a gas called sulphurous acid, 
the product of burning sulphur, which has the property 
of bleaching vegetable substances. In the days when 
sulphur matclNfc existed boys used to light one and 
hold a flower over the smoke to see it turn white. The 
cold juice from the mill, heavily limed, is pumped to 
the top of a tower or vortical box, where it runs down 
the inside over a series of perforated trays which scatter 
the "juice in a shower. Sulphurous acid gas is intro¬ 
duced at the Ixjttom under pressure, so that the juice 
and the gas thoroughly mingle. While the juice is 
descending the gas is rising to the top of the tower. An 
alternative system is to J>low the gas through perforated 
pipes into the bottom of a tank full of cold limed juice. 
The effect of these processes is to nearly neutralize the 
lime with sulphurous acid. The viscosity is greatly 
reduced and the subsequent work of crystallization 
and “ curing ” greatly facilitated. The juice must 
not be heated until neutralization is nearly complete. 
The action of the acid on the cold limed juice is to bleadh 
it, and to break up the organic soluble sits, substituting 
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insoluble sulphites. The resulting juice, being now 
acid, is bright in colour, but in order to maintain this 
colour up to the time of crystallization it is necessary 
to keep it rather on the acid side of neutrality. If 
there is any feanof alkalinity, phosphoric acid is used 
in the defecator, which ])recipitates any excess of lime. 
Of course, great skill and experience is "hecessary in 
carrying out this special process for the purpose of 
producing bright yellow crystallized sugar, first by 
maintaining the bright colour of the juice and, secondly, 
by avoiding the danger of “ inversion ” in its slightly 
acid state. When all precautions are properly taken 
the result is a bright yellow sugar which fetches a fancy 
price*; but if not, the product will be a dingy yellow 
or even grey sugar, and will not be a success in the 
market. When there is a poor demand for yellow sugar 
the factory goes back to the ordinary defecation process 
and makes “ refining centrifugals ” iop^e to refiners. 
The cost of production is less, and the yield of sugar 
is generally rather better—and there is always a market. 
In some factories it appears that the treatment of the 
cold juice with the acid precedes the liming of the juice, 
apparently a still more dangerous process. It is ?aid 
that yellow crystals are more difficult»to produce now 
that more powerful mills produce a juice of less purity. 

We now turn to the clarification and defecation of 
the beetroot juice, and must fnter on a brief review 
of the processes which led up to the present perfected 
system of what is called “ carbonatation.” The juice 
of beetroot, like that of cane, contains certain impurities. 
which have to be removed before the juice is fit for 
filtration, evaporation and, finally, crystallization. 
Fortunately it contains no glucose and, therefore, there 
is no creation of those inconvenient and injurious 
organic acids which are produced in cane juice when 
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the lime attacks and decomposes some of the glucose. 
In tHfc beginning the beetroot factories followed the 
example of their brethren in caneland; they added 
lime, the scum at the top was removed, tllh heavier 
impurities sank *to tlie lx)ttom, and the intervefiing 
clear juice was drawn off. That was simple clarification. 
The juice was then Ixiiled in open pans, and allowed 
to erystallize as it cooled ; the result was a very excellent 
raw sugar which can still be recollected and praised 
by those who go back to the sixties. Very little of the 
raw beetroot sugar is as g(K)d as it was then. It is a 
curious fact that the modern agent, sulphurous acid, 
was tried with Ix'ctroot sugar more than a hundred 
yeaA ago; but science was not sufficiently advanced in 
those days to make it a safe experiment. They even 
tried sulphuric acid as a means of throwing down the 
excess of lime, aiul with some success. This method 
was practised more or less up to 1849,*TOen the idea of 
using carbonic acid gas made its practical appearance. 
It was called the Rousseau process. Tlic juice, after 
decantation from the defecating pan, was saturated 
with the gas until the whole of the excess of lime^was 
thrown down in the form of insoluble carbonate. Ten 
years later Pdrier and Po.ssoz introducM double carbon- 
atation, which is now the universal system. The name 
of Jelinek is attached to this system in Austria. New 
industrial methods and new sctentific ideas have a habit 
of springing up simultaneously in various quarters. 

Among the gummy impurities is included pectine, 
which, if the raw juice were left to itself, would rapidly 
decompose into gelatinous substances converting the 
whole mass into a sort of jelly. Other fermentations 
would follow and attack the sugar itself. Lime throws 
down this pectine as well as the organic acids, and 
coagulates the albumen in a hot juice. But in a hot 
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juice the lime, il not neutralized, would form with the 
sugar various sucrates (or saccharates) of lime,* some 
soluble but some, unfortunately, insoluble. Here 
would be a great loss of sugar because the insoluble 
snorate would disapfiear in the soum. Hence the 
absolute necessity for some acid to neutralize the lime 
and to set ffee again the sugar from its unstable com¬ 
bination. There is another combination of sugar with 
lime, discovered or defined by Boivin and Loiseau in 
1868, which is inttresting for other reasons. They called 
it the sucrate of the hydrocarbonate of lime. It is a 
gelatinous body but is broken up by further addition 
of the gas. 

It is clear from these facts that it is necessary to 
saturate the limed juice thoroughly with carbonic acid 
in order to make sure that no sugar finds its way into 
the scum, and to commence the saturation before ajiply- 
ing heat. BiIP^ the saturation were carried too far 
jiart of the jirecipitated carlxmate, which had carried 
with it not only the impurities but also the colouring 
matter, would become soluble, and the decolorized 
juice would again become coloured. In the double 
carBonatation the saturation is stopped before this 
danger-point i»*reached, the decolorized and purified 
juice is drawn off, and a second operation commenced. 
More lime is added, and the juice is again saturated 
with the gas up to the point wWe it is nearly butf not 
quite neutral. , 

The details of the operation may now be briefly 
described. Milk of lime is added to the told juice 
directly it comes from the beetroot. This operation 
is preferably jierformed in a separate vessel with a 
mechanical stirrer. The limed juice then goes to the 
carbonating vessel and the gas is injected while tlie 
juice is still cold. Great frothing takes place, which is 
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kept down as much as possible oy various means, ana 
a co^^pr to the vessel is necessary to keep back any 
overflow, and to allow superfluous gas to be carried 
off up a chimney. When the action is in full force 
moderate heat is applied through a steam coil at .the 
Ixiltom of the vessel. The frothing begins to slacken 
and tests arc ajiplied to samples of the juice to detect 
the right jxiint of alkalinity, nearly approaching to 
neutrality. At that point it is found that a sam)>le 
of the juice in a glass indicates a qiilck and steady 
precijiitation of carlxinate of lime, leaving a clear 
bright juice above. It is now ready to go to the scTond 
carixinatation. Decantation of the clear juice has, 
of lafe years, Ix-en given up, as it is found difScult to 
prevent some admixture of sediment. The machine 
called a filter press was invented, through which the 
juice and the precipitate are forced by prcs.surc. The 
clear juice flows out, and the lime •pfheipitates are 
retained in the chambers of the press in the form of 
flat cakes containing the lime and the impurities of 
the juice. A jxirfect regiment of these filter presses 
forms an imjxirtant part of the plant of a beetroot 
sugar factory. The clear, bright juice goes to the sceSmd 
carbonating vessel, more lime is added, the gas is passed 
through the liquid until the lime is completely saturated 
the heat being raised higher than in the former vessel, 
and 'the operation is finished. ^ The juice again goes 
through other filter presses, and is ready for evaporation 
and then crystallization. 

This wat) the proa’ss when the juice was extracted 
in the old way by hydraulic presses. But now that 
diffusion has become universal, even in France, and 
furnishes a much purer juice, there is not so much 
neJessity to operate in the first instance on cold juice. 
The juice from the diffusion batteries is already hot. 
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aiul it is found that if this heat be kept up, and even 
increased, the defecation goes quicker, and • with 
the purer juice also goes safely. Less lime may also 
be used, tut not to the extent of making the first 
carbonatation imperfect, which would imjxjde the 
filtration. 

In Java, K'hcre a large quantity of white sugar is 
now turned out fit for direct consumption, the carbona- 
tation process has been adopted in many factories, 
and at one timfrft seemed probable that its use would 
go on increasing. In cane juice there is a small quantity 
of glucose. In the ordinary defecation, at a high 
temperature, the lime attacks the glucose and forms 
dark coloured, viscous substances which arc «iost 
inconvenient. But when working at the lower tem- 
peratme of the carbonatation process these lime salts 
arc partially insoluble, the rest lx;ing colourless and 
innocuous. Ttft-^juice becomes clear, light in colour, 
and easily filtered and evaporated. Much more of the 
gummy matters are thrown down than in the ordinary 
defecation process. A second carbonatation is just as 
necessary with cane as with beetroot juice, and for the 
samS’reason. The first filtration must take place while 
the juice is stiil»alkalmc, otherwise part of the pre¬ 
cipitate would be rcdissolved, and the juice would 
become coloured. Gmsiderable quantities of lime are 
necessary in order that tjie viscous precipitates may be 
mingled with sufficient lime to make the filtratiq|i go 
well. It is rather difficult to secure absolute neutrality 
in the final juice and, therefore, a further suturation 
with sulphurous acid is sometimes found advisable, 
which alsp improves the colour of the juice. 

This carbonatation process is evidently a more 
expensive operation than ordinary defecation, but if 
white sugar is to be made direct from the cane juice 
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it was considered essential.^ In the case of the beet¬ 
root,'it has enabled well-managed factories to produce 
excellent refined sugar. Even as far back as 1871 the 
present writer saw loaf sugtir produced direct from the 
beetroot juice, and, at a later date, Langen, the inventor 
of the process for making cube sugar, produced fine 
cubes in his own beetroot sugju* factory. 

These arc some of the wonderful results of science 
applied to sugar production, and point to a great de¬ 
velopment in the future. Hut this cdiffitry, the largest 
consumer, cares for none of these things. 

* As to white .sugar in a change has taken pUice in the 
mctl}o(l of manufacture winch may, in tJic future, liavo impor¬ 
tant and wuh'-reachmg results. Tlic carbonatation process, a.s 
has been explained, js an expensive process requiring great skill 
and care. It requires a large mass of special machinery,‘includ¬ 
ing lime-kilns for the ])rodut:lion of hmc and carbonic acid ; and 
those kilms require fuel. In tropical counUjics, limestone and 
fuel may be difficult to obtain. Hut a stfft^ronger objection 
to the carbonatation process in Java is that frcqucnllya factory 
may find it necessary, for market purposes, to go back to the 
production of raw sugar wlicn the demand for that sugar is 
stronger than the demand for white sugar for India. His car- 
bonaiation process would make it too good. The planters, 
therefore, tried experiments, and found tluit nciv*.t:alizi»g the 
lime by sulphurous acid, a simple process, would, if properly 
carried out, clarify the juice so well that nfcite sugar quite as 
good in every way could be turned out. More than half 
of the Java crop is now white sugar of excellent colour and 
quality. 

« 
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CRYSTALLIZATION 

Having clarified and purified the cane jtfice, the next 
step is with all sjieocl to evaporate the water until 
crystallization takes place. This, as we saw, was done 
in the last copprs of the coppr waRr' But the great 
waste of fuel and the excessive heat spoiling the sugar, 
soon led to search for better methods. They cannot 
all be enumerated, much less described, in a popular 
treaUse, but a few are worth a passing notice. Alfred 
Fryer, the Manchester sugar refiner, to whom reference 
has already lieen made as a man not only of ingenuity 
but also of ready wit, maintained that the propr 
way of making sugar in the tropics *i«s to do so as 
quickly as ixissible, and at a minimum cost, and to 
send the rough raw material home to lie converted 
into refined sugar. He, therefore, about forty years 
ago, invented, constructed and worked (in the West 
Indies) a simple apparatus called Fryer’s 'Gonciftor. 
The clarified juice is run, in a thin stream, over a long 
sloping platform of metal divided by trays into a series 
of lanes from side to side, along which the thin stream 
of jaice slowly meanders in a/igzag direction. Heat 
is applied underneath, and the thin film of juice evapr- 
ates so rapidly that by the time it arrives at the other 
end of the platform it is nearly ready to crystallize. 
Tlie evapration is finished in a cylindrical vessel 
fitted Miith plates which slowly revolves, hot dfr being 
at the same time injected. This finishing process 
ex^ses the juice to further heat, and completes the 
evapration. The juice is then run out, and allowed 
64 
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to crystallize at its leisure into solid blocks, which 
Fryer very appropriately called concrete. This ijught 
to be a very cheaply produced article of commerce, 
and the idea appeared to be sound. But unfortunately 
the toncretc never ‘‘ caught on ” in Jhe market. In 
these days of Brewers’ sugar there might be a better 
demand. • 

Another method of rapid evaporation of juice in 
the form of a thin film was introduced about the same 
time, called th(?«JiVetzel pan, the principle of which 
was to heat the juice in a long trough in which slowly 
revolved a long cylindrical wheel armed with a series 
of discs, which constantly exjwsed, in its slow revolution, 
a thin film of juice to the air, and thus set up a rgpid 
evaporation. Another form was to heat with steam 
the wheel instead of the vessel containing the juice, 
or to make the wheel to consist of a series of steam 
pipes, placed eithiT lengthways or round the circum¬ 
ference. This method involved the expense of an engine 
to drive it. At that time some of his brother sugar 
refiners were one day explaining to Fryer the new 
method of the Scottish refiners in boiling their yellow 
sugai'S' at 'a very low temperature, which not only 
improved the coleur but also enabled them to sell more 
water in combination with the sugar. “ Ah! ” said 
Fryer, “ that must be the wet sell process.” 

The Aspinall pan was another early system of evapora¬ 
tion by steam heat. The steam passed into a chamber 
in the pan, through which the juice circulated thrSugh 
a series of vertical brass tubes until it was ceady to 
crystallize, when it was drawn off. Many modifications 
of this wgre introduced, but all had the serious defect 
of over-heating the juice. Also, when the juice thickens 
evaporation goes on with great difficulty becausfc 
actual ebullition, at the temperature necessary for that 
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operation, would be fatal. Hence the introductioif of 
the ^acuum pan, where the thick juice can be boiled 
violently at a perfectly safe temi)eraturc. ‘ It is, if 
we look at its original form of fifty years ago,,a slightly 
flattened sphere^of copier provided inside at the Ipwcr 
part with a coil of steam pipe, and also with a steam 
jacket. An air pump creates a partial vacuum, and a 
condenser, through which the steam from the boiling 
juice passes on its way to the air pump, by rapidly 
condensing the vapour greatly helfij-'to increase the 
vacuum. The juice is always boiling more or less 
violently, even when thick, and, therefore, throwing 
off its vajmur freely. This pan in its complete form 
appi^ared about the year ISIW, and atout thirty years 
afterwards l)egan to be used in the tropics as a useful 
adjunct to the pieliminaiy evajioration of the thin 
juice. The vacuum pan, in fact, finished the operation. 
But it did more than this, it enabljcUthe factory to 
produce a more distinctly crystalline form of sugar 
than the old muscovado kind, which comes from the 
confused crystalline mass formed by the spontaneous 
crystallization of the thickened juice when, on cooling, 
it crystallizes of its own accord. But the«'«e the 
vacuum pan did not become extensivj;,for many years. 
Mauritius and the French West Indian Islands were 
the first to use it on any considerable scale; then came 
Demerara, Berbice and Trinidad. Now it is used 
everywhere, except in primitive countries. 

The vacuum pan puts the finishing touches to the 
thickened: juice, but a great deal of evajwating has 
to be done before the juice arrives at that state. Another 

‘ A solution of sugar must be heated above 2l2F., the 
baling point of water, before it boils; but in a partial vacuum 
it Mils violently at 160 F., and at even a lower temperature in 
a more perfect vacuum. 
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kiitd of vacuum apparatus has been invented as best 
suited to that earlier stage. The French call the 
Triple-efet, and that is now its name. It is a very 
ingenious, and successful contrivance, and came from 
Frajce, at that time the leading country in the produc¬ 
tion of beetroot sugar. The inventor, Killieux, had 
to pass many long years, as inventors generally do, 
before he could procure a good trial of his new idea. 
In the old days of open pirns and the heat of a naked 
fire the Frencli^anufacturers had to burn 400 kilo¬ 
grammes of coal for every ton of roots worked. When 
steam was substituted for fire heat, and the steam 
engine was allowed to enter the factory to drive an 
air pump for the vacuum pan, they managed to d^ the 
work with 250 instead of 400 kilogrammes of coal to 
the ton of roots. Rillieux projKised to make a further 
great reduction in the cost of fuel by cvaixirating the 
greater portionwater in the thin juice in a double 
or triple arrangement of pans, where the steam from 
the boiling juice in the first should heat the second, and 
so on. This l»gan to be accomplished about the year 
1852. By 1882 it was brought to a fair degree of jxir- 
fectisB, ettd the amount of fuel ix;r ton of roots was 
reduced to 80 Ijijogrammes. 

The apparatus may be roughly described as consisting 
of three vertical cylindrical vessels with dome-shaiied 
heads, ending in a wide neck which turns over and 
downwards carrying the vajxiur to its next destination. 
The lower part of each vessel is divided into three 
parts, a small space at the bottom, then a mRch larger 
space enclosed by two horizontal iron plates forming 
the " steam drum,” fitted with vertical copper pipes 
permitting the juice, which enters at the small space 
below it, to pass through the steam drum into the 
large open space above it. The juice is allowed to rise 
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above the to)) of the steam drum, but not far enough 
to incur the danger of boiling over. The final vessel 
of this triple-effet is connected with the air pump 
and condenser. Low pressure steam enters the drum 
of the first vessel, the tliin juice boils and begins to 
tliicken. It is transfiTred to vessel No. 2; vessel No. I 
being charged with fresh juice. The steam from the 
evajioration of the juice in No. 1 goes into the steam 
drum of No. 2, and boils the partially thickened juice. 
There is a slight vacuum in No. 2 ; a«S even in No. 1 
a slight vacuum is created by the rapid condensation 
of its steam in the drum of No. 2. In No. 3, the vessel 
nearest to the pump and condenser, the vacuum is greater. 
The flill thicker juice in No. 2 goes into No. 3; No. 2 
is filled from No. 1, and fresh thin juice goes into No. 1. 
The triple-effet is now in full work, which goes on 
continuously. The steam from the boiling juice in 
No. 2 goes into the steam dnim of Nor- 9, and not only 
Iwils the juice there, but improves the vacuum in No. 2 
by its rapid condensation. The transfer of juice from 
vessel to vessel, and from the thin juice tank to the first 
vesaol, lakes place every time that a charge of sufficiently 
thick juice is drawn from No. 3 to be cleanedWid ^o to 
the vacuum pan. The arrangements* for drawing off 
the water of condensation, and the precautions against 
loss of sugar by the carrying over of bubbles of juice 
in the steam, need not be derailed, nor the cleaning 
of the copixT tubes, and many other necessary operations 
connected with this complex apparatus. 

Here we. have not only a great saving of steam, but 
also a complete method for avoiding, as much as possible, 
•any injury to the sugar when the juice becomes thick 
and, therefore, more sensitive. But the juice, which 
wis perfectly clear and bright when it entered the triple- 
effet, loses its brightness as it passes through the process 
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of thickening, because many substances which \»ifere 
soluble in the thin juice, become insoluble as it thickens. 
Tliese substances make the juice turbid, and also deposit 
themselves in the tubes, which, therefor*, require con¬ 
stant cleansing. In the case of cane juice, phosphate, 
sulphate, carbofiate, silicate and oxalate of lime, oxide 
of iron, silica and a few organic impurities are found 
in this deposit. For this turbid, thickened juice, a 
further clarificatiofTfe necessary. If it has been through 
the double carbonatation there will be no difficulty in 
the filtration, but in the case of cane juice from the ordin¬ 
ary defecation it must be treated again in the defecating 
pans, and neutralized, if necessary, with sulphurofls 
or phosphoric acid, or, if acid, with soda. These help 
the settlement of the precipitate. Acidity in thickened 
pane juice may come from fermentation. The only 
way to avoid thi? fatal trouble is cleanliness. That 
must be the first rule in every sugar factory or refinery. 
The triple-efiet is now used universally in all large sugar 
factories, and has sometimes become a Quadruple-effet. 
Many modifications have appeared but need not be 
dcscribeSTWf? in detail, though they are interesting 
and instructive. SftJtie are film evajxirators, and some 
substitute horizontal for vertical pans. 

The thick juice, after filtration, goes to the vacuum 
pan, and its treatment theje depends on the kind of 
sugar to be made. It may be boiled into large grained 
yellow crystals, as in Demerara; or into still larger 
grained sugar which is afterwards washed white, as 
in France; or into small grained sugar, afterwards 
washed white, as is the practice in Germany, Austria, 
• and Russia, in making " granulated ” ; or into a supe¬ 
rior crystalline raw sugar for the use of sugar refiners,'as 
•is the case in Cuba, Peru, St. Domingo, Java, and many 
other prognissivB cane sugft countries, and also in most 
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of Ate beetroot sngar districts of Europe; but seldom in 
the United States, where “granulated" is almost uni¬ 
versal. This kind of refining sugar is c^ed " cen¬ 
trifugal” to dlltinguish it from the lower classesccalled 
muscovado. The “ mother liquor ” from the first crys¬ 
tallization is either boiled into a second product or talren 
back into the pan to mix again with the boiled mass. 

The vacuum pan, which used to be quite a small, 
nearly spherical vessel, is now of an enormous 
size for the use of factories where large quantities of 
juice have to be dealt with. These large pans, instead 
of having only one steam worm, are armed with a series 
of them, the steam being first turned on in the lowest, 
and then into each in succession as the pan gets fuller. 
Ihe process of boiling and crystallizing sugar in the 
vacuum pan is quite a fine art. It must suffice to de-, 
scribe it very roughly in this populaHfhatise. Moreover, 
there are infinite varieties of treatment, dependent 
upon the purity or impurity of the material operated 
upon, and the kind of sugar the operator desires to 
jxoduce. For instance, the loaf sugar which we see 
in a Paris restaurant, a dull white lump ofSSgSFWthout 
any sparkling grain, is not crystalliiM at all in the pan. 
The liquor is boiled down to such a thickness that it 
will crystallize of itself while cooling. It is run into 
the loai-moulds where it rapidly crystallizes as it Cook 
It forms a dull granulated mass. On the oth^ hand, 
the sliding loaf or cube sugar used in this com^lry 
is made by most careful and skilful crystallizarimt Sh 
the pan. The liquor, as it covers (xaiy the Iqmst of 
the steam coik is brought to the crystallizi^ point, 
and then comes the skffi. Not oqly can tbe^ brnEng; 
h^hor be looked at through a sf^dow in the pas, ktt 
sapides ear he taken horn t^;;lietaa!tica% se^ed^ 
par, with ahat is called a ptocdsikk.-': panTStip: 
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carefully watches the appearance of the nunute crystals 
and allows just enough liquor to flow in to prevent a 
confused mass of crystals being suddenly formed. He 
thus maintains what is called an even grain—grains all 
oSt one size. It is his business to maintain the even 
grain from that moment until the pan is full, and the 
boiled ma^ in an exactly fit state to go out, either 
to the centrifugal machines or to the sugar moulds. 
He allows the grains to come closer and closer together 
as time goes flfcrand if he has done his work well it will 
be found, when the contents of the pan goes down into 
the receiver below, that the boiled mass—^the masse- 
cuite, as the French call it—contains a very even-sized 
grain, with as few small grains in between as passible. 
This is most important in making crystallized sugar 
which is to be washed white in the centrifugal machines, 
because there would be a wasting of the fine white 

first product^’ if any of the smaller grains found 
tiieir way out with the adhering syrup, and were thus 
d^raded into the after products. Ihese rules apply 
equally well in the case of white or yeUow crystallized 
sugar made in cane or beetroot sugar factories. The 
FilRCfMrtute crystals are boiled very large, and with 
excdlent skifle German, Austrian and Russian 
“granulated” are boiled to a much smaller grain. 
The pan is filled much fuller before grain is allowed 
to iqipear ; then the, boiling is allowed to go much 
quicktt than in the former case, and the resq}t is a 
uiBform very small grahn 

The centrifugal machine requires no great Acpianation. 
Drums with perforated walls s{xn round’at great speed. 
The b^led mass, carefully mixed and stirred in a vessel 
commanding the centrifugals, is run into them; the 
, syrup flitt ^ throuj^ the perforated wall of the dilun, 
a^ is cuigfat and carried away imm tire outside of the 
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dnun, as a second syrup, to be boiled again into,» second 
product^ or perhaps to be taken back into the next 
boiling of the same pan to form part of what, by 
courtesy, is still called “ first products.” This is a 
very important modification in these latter days whisk 
must presently be explained. 

The stage of finished crystallized sugar is thus rapidly 
attained. If it is “ centrifugal,” that is, a kind of 
superior raw sugar for the use of refiners, it simply goes 
into bags when cold, is weighed off, ^5d ready for 
shipment. White crystals, and " granulated "—^white 
crystals with a very small grain—are carefully dried 
before bagging. Granulated is dried in a heated revolv¬ 
ing cyKnder. The process is simple and rajnd, and 
the sugar is soon ready for the bag. 

The only matters requiring notice are the after¬ 
products. They used to be considerable, but their 
quantity is gradually becoming smaller,*alid, therefore, 
less important. In Java, where the practice is to take 
syrups back into the pan, thus swelling the quantity 
of so-called first products, the low black final product 
is very small in amount. In some countries the second 
products are so good in grain and colour that tlfflji’iffch 
*a satisfactory price in the 'market. ‘Che b^troot 
factories often turn out an excellent second product, 
much sought after by the refiner. 

A new method of dealing wit]| the after products of 
the faetpry is now much employed. In boiling a ^dscous, 
impure, second S3mip, it is not posable to produce 
in the pan %s much grain as the syrup is capable -of 
forming. Butif the masse-cuite, after it leaves the pu>. 
be subjected to a quiet stirring motion the p(wiHM$,'iQf' 
the'j^p .Which was unable, owing to ^ .ii^ stt^' 
trf file mass, to crystallize in tte pvi,.i^ ^n 
a former an»unt of sugar iff ^e dytophe 
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by making new crystals but by building up th* crystals 
already existing in the mass. This has been called 
“ crystallization in motion.” The same process may 
be applied to the so-called first-product, which has been 
boiled not only frsm pure juice but also, at the end«of 
the boiling, with an admixture of second S 3 rrup. This 
addition makes the masse-cuite, at the end oT the opera¬ 
tion, more viscous than it otherwise would be; but the 
process of subsequent stirring helps the viscous syrup 
to deposit more sugar on the grains, SfS the result is 
a good imitation of a genuine first product. 

The scientific explanation of this method of adding 
a less pure sjfrup to the pan nearly full of a first product 
massdkuite is worth a moment’s attention. As long 
as the boiling, and, therefore, evaporation, of. the 
crystallized mass in the pan continues, the " mother 
liquor ” in which it moves should continue to deposit 
fresh sugar on the crystals. But the tiifte comes when 
the mass is so dense that it is impossible to continue 
the crystallization. That is the time to introduce some 
second syrup, that is, the "mother liquor” from the 
previous masse-cuite, which has been thrown off in the 
centrifugal machine. This at once makes TBSTJense 
mass of sugar in the pan more fluid, *ahd enables the 
deposition of sugar on the crystals to begin again. This 
further crystallization comes not only from “the mother 
liquor ” in the pan but also fr«m that brou^t in front 
the cfntrifu^ machines. The subsequent stirring iu,.< 
the ai^>aratus for promoting crystaUizatiem-in-motirm, 
adds 8^ hune sugar to the grains of crystfd, and thus 
^ second syrup is induced to yield ncohrider^ 
^puottity of its sugar in the form of good first fsioduct; 
l^koks if this could only be canfrd on.up toa cet^ 
point; tot that difficulty can be gpt < 0 ^ 1^ d^hg 
it in two sfriges. A snaB'quantlty Af jmee M bailed 
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to masse-cmte and mixed in the pan with much of 
the’now nearly exhausted second syrup sts will reduce 
the purity of tte " mother liquor ” to the desired point. 
The mass is boiled to a high concentration, let ouf into 
the coolei$ and cooled in motion down to a fixed tem- 
per^re for a considerable period—several days. 
The subsequent curing of this in the Sentrifugal gives 
a sugar equak to first product “ in quality and appear¬ 
ance,” and a syrup which is practically exhausted 
molasses. Dr. Prinsen Geerligs, the eminent Java 
expert, gives full details of this most important 
new departure in the science of sugar production. He 
declares that, if well conducted, this system will get rid 
every day of the same quantity of exhausted molasses 
as enters the factory in the juice in the form of impurities 
and non-saccharine matter. Those who are san^ine 
of the result of this new process look forward to the 
time when there will be only two products of the factory 
—first products jnd molasses. 

This brings us to molasses, and to some interesting 
points with regard to it. In places like Jamaica and 
Demerara, celebrated for their rum, there is no question 
what to do with the molasses, it goes to the distillery 
and'iwRBtde into rum. The sale of mm in these countries 
is an important; ijem in the account. The receipts from 
that product can be credited in the final account so as 
to- show a very much lower cost of sugar production. 
But where rum is not made it becomes a great problem, 
in cane sugar countries^ what to do with the molasses. 
In some beetroot countries it goes to the ordinary 
distiher. In Germany it goes to special factories whidi 
extract the sugar from it by chemical processes, and 
actuallv produce white sugar as their final product. 
Iheae mctories-produce b this way about 100,000 tons 
^ Higar a year, which is credited to Germany as pgrt 
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of her 3 n^d of sugar from the roots. In beetroot 
sugar there & no glucose, but in the mola^ theft is 
some invert sugar, the product of injury to the syrup 
during the manufacture. The reason why there is 
molasses is the presence of salts. The the^ is that 
these salts prevent a certain quantity of sugar ^om 
crystallizing, and that is the sugar which is held in sus¬ 
pension by the salts in the final S 3 mip, caHed exhausted 
molasses. It was much discussed, some fifty years 
ago, what this melassigenic power, as the French called 
it, amounted to. The theoretical fipwe was that one 
per cent, of ash prevented 3’5 per cent, of sugar from 
crystallizing. But practically the figure 5 has been 
adopted as the coefficient. A raw beetroot sugar which 
contains, by the polariscope, 94 per cent, of sugar, 
and 1'2 per cent, of ash, as determined by incinerating 
a weighed portion of the sugar, moistened with splphuric 
acid, in a platinum dish, is estimated to yield 94— 
(I'2x5)>::88 per cent, of pure sugaj;.. Beetroot sugar 
is now bought and sold on this basis of 88 per cent, 
net analysis, as ascertained by this S 5 rstem, the invoice 
price being raised or lowered, per degree or fraction 
of degree, according to the actu^ analysis of the sugar 
delivered. On the other hand, cane suga * iti i ' teugh-t 
and sold, basis 96 polarization, that is th« actual quanti^ 
of sugar, as determined by the polariscope, omtained 
in the raw ■" centrifugal ” sugar. And, In the same 
way, muscovado sugar is sold, basis 86 polarization; 
the degrees, up and down, bling charged or allowed', 
for in the invoice of the actual sugar delivered^,; 

Cane jpice contains a certain quantity of glucose, 
and this is increased during the manufacture. At one,: 
time it was Brought that the presence of this^^se, 
0 it may be called roughly, prevented a certain quafiti^. 
sugar‘from crystallizing. This has been Blown! by 
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£)f. Prinsen Geerligs, to be erroneous. 'He also ^ws 
that a subsequent theory, that the crystallization is 
paevented by the viscosity of the molasses, Jb also 
pnsound. His present theory is that there is a chemical 
combination of the sugar (sucrose) with other constituents 
in«the molasses, forming very soluble bodies, much 
more soluble than the sucrose or those other constituents 
when existing in their separate forms. For instance, 
a solution of common salt dissolves more sucrose 
than the water contained in the solution would do. 
Dubrunfaut, a*l¥ench sugar expert of the middle of 
the last century, first pointed this out, and many in¬ 
vestigations were made at that time as to the raelassi- 
genic power of various salts. But the new theory 
of a diemical combination of salts with the slfcrose 
leads to somewhat different conclusions. The solu¬ 
bility of the constituents is, regulated by the soluWlity 
of their combinations, and not by the solubility of the 
bodies in their tmeombined state. On the other hand, 
the presence of glucose does not make the sucrose more 
soluble. Its presence is found actually to decrease 
the solubility of sucrose in the presence of salts; that is 
to say that, where glucose and salts are present in the 
solufBR^Thff amountof sucrose crystallizing out increases 
in proportion aS^he liquid contains more glucose for 
the same amount of salts. 

This is a rather long story, but it is worth putting 
on record as a definite explanation of the formation of 
exhausted molasses, hitherto more or less a mysterja but 
now 'daarly defined by Dr. Prinsen Geerligs’ laborious 
investigations. He gives seventy-seven analyses of 
Java molasses with most elaborate details. Finally, 
he defines an “ ideal molasses as' a compound of 
sucrose, ^ts and water in the approximate propention; 

Sand 2(1," and '* a factory molasses as a syrupy 
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compound of Sucrose, glucose and fructose, in vaiy^ 
proportions, in combination with organic and inorganic 
salts, 'and holding in solution or suspension gummy 
and nitrogenous matter, silica, iron and calcium 
phosphates and other similar bodies.” • 

The use of mdtasses as a cattle food is making geod 
progress. Mr. Hughes discovered that a mixture of 
molasses with the pith of the sugar cane* produced a 
substance of a dry mealy consistency which could be 
transported to consuming countries in bags without 
losing its dry character. It has beeirtamed “ Molas- 
cuit ”—rather a far-fetched and not very attractive 
word—and is well worth, a trial by the dairy farmer. 
It contains 75 per cent, of good sweet West Indian 
cane* sugar mola.sses, and 25 per cent, of the dry cellular 
tissue of the sugar cane, a very nourishing mixture. 

In many countries it is difficult to know what to do 
with the molasses. They have tried it in the boiler 
furnaces mixed with megass, but its forms masses of 
coke which choke the bars, and sometimes even combines 
with the silica of the cane and forms a sort of glass or 
slag which makes a worse stoppage. But if special 
furnaces are made it is found that the mola sses, b lown 
in the form of a spray, makes very‘good fuS."T&oth6r 
use for it is to spread it over the field^tod plough it in. 

A word or two as to the chemical control of sugar 
factories and refineries must not be omitted. In these 
days of scientific perfection,* as the only alternative 
to going to the wall,” this is absolutely essential. 
In a re^ry, the quantity of pure su^ entering the 
refinery in the form of raw sugar must be compared 
witii the quantity of pure sugar leaving it, i^iethm 
in the form of pure sugar or of yellow sugms, or rimt 
tip in the tieade or golden syrup.*! Then the.,value 
<A the unit of pure sugar biou^t.iq, m be crigqiar^ 
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with* that contained in each product going out; thus 
the profit on each class of sugar produced can be de^ed 
and compared to a nicety—a very valuable bit of 
information. The syrup at each stage of the operations 
should also be examined in order to eigure uniformity 
of work. Coal and charcoal must be watched in the 
same way, and so must scums, charcoal washings and 
such-like matters. In a cane sugar factory all this 
must be done, but it is much more difficult. An accurate 
knowledge of h(nw*much sugar enters in the form of 
cane is almost impossible. Even to weigh the cane 
accurately is an arduous task ; and even then it varies 
in quality so constantly fronl day to day that any 
estimate can, at the best, be only approximate. Ne^r- 
tbeless it is done, and very fair figures are given, in 
good factories, of sugar coming in, going out, and lost. 
Cane, megass, juice, masse-cuite, syrups, molasses, 
waste waters airf .finished sugars are all weighed or 
measured, and analysed. The beetroot factories were 
the first to show the necessity for all these things, and 
the bekt way to do them. Cane sugar has learned the 
lesson, and so have the sugar refiners. 



CHAPTER VII 

SUGAR REHNING 

We have seen how sugar production, whether cane or 
beet, grew from small beginnings and primitive processes 
into the great and highly scientific industry of to-day. 
Sugar refining has also grown in the-Same way, but it 
has also been so much modified from time to time, 
and so much adapted to the var)dng requirements of 
different classes of consumers, that its progress has not 
begn so definitely in the same direction as is the case 
with cane or beet sugar production. 

Sixty years ago sugar refining here was much the 
same as sugar refining in other countries. But very . 
soon the Engh'sh and Scottish refines began to use a 
much lower raw material than their continental neigh¬ 
bours, and this involved different methods and different 
results. The essential characteristic of sugar refining, as 
distinguished from the processes involved in producing 
sugar from the juice of the cane or the bfttIM, is the 
use, in small or large quantities, of<animal charcoal; 
that is\ charcoal made from bones, for decolorizing 
sugar solutions. The foreign refiners deal with a very 
high class of raw material, and, therefore, require ofiiy 
a very small quantity of charcoal for filtering their , 
sugar solutions. In Paris, for instance, the^ peater 
part of the raw material is white sugar and, consequra^, 
charcoal is only used in a very small way. - In Russa 
the refiners use nothing but white sugar, 
nothing but loaf sugar, the only form^. wlu^ sugar w 
tonsumed in that country. T^ ^ sogU'' 

refining is, therefore, in that country^a^ 
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But still it is very well done, as also in Paris and other 
continental countries, especially Holland. * 

In this country, on the other hand, the refiner dealt 
at one time*with very low, brown sugars, from Brazil, 
Manillu, India, even China occasionally,‘%nd also with 
the excellent medium class of muscovado sugar from 
our West Indian colonies. To refine these sugars large 
quantities of charcoal were used, a certain proportion 
of pure white su^ was turned out. and the rest was 
yellow sugar, greMlf in demand as a cheaper form for 
consumption among the larger class of the population. 
This was as it should be, and the yellow sugar produced 
was a very superior article of its kind, and quite unique 
tn the sugar refining industries of Europe. It wH. 
and still is, a speciality of the British market. The 
American refiners have learned their lesson from us, 
and make all kinds for all classes of consumers. 

This clearly shoV* that in studying the art of supr 
refining we have to examine two separate industries. 
Our refiners, working the lower class of sugar, and turn¬ 
ing out a considerable percentage of yellow sugar, 
were content, in the first place, to dissolve the sugar 
in " meI8ng*pans ” armed with stirrers, and to run 
the solution through bags to catch some of the impurities. 
The clear liquor then went on to the charcoal filters: 
large, vertical, cylindrical vessels packed with animal 
charcoal. The liquor, entering brown, came out white 
at first, then pale yellow, then darker yellow. Numbars 
of the^ vess^, containing tons of charcoal, had to be 
used for the purpose. As soon as the cokmr V the 
liquor fiom fhe charcoal had deteriorated to a certain 
point the sharcoal dstem was washed out, and the 
rfiiarcoal went to the kilns to be rebumed in order to , 
festOre to it the power of absorbing colouring matters 
othrar impurities. IV liquor was ready for the 
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vacuum pan, and the crystallization ana<4Stt0sequent 
" cRring ’* of the masse-cuite in the centrifi^ matdiines 
was carried out as already described. The syrups 
were filtered again and produced, in conjunction mth a 
certain quantity of the lower coloured liquor, the yellow 
sugars. RougUy described, this was the practice in 
most British refineries, except those few which made 
loaf sugar. Mr, James Duncan, the greatest British 
refiner in the sixties and seventies, in conjunction 
with his partners in Greenock, hit *pSn the happy idea 
of boiling the yellow sugars at a very bw temperature, 
and thus producing a much finer article with a delicate 
primrose tint, and holding within its granular structure 
RAch more syrup than yellow sugars had previously 
contained. The sugar fetched a much higher price, 
and the process enabled the refiner to turn- out very 
little treacle, in some cases none at all. This again was. 
a new departure entirely unique‘aSid practised only 
in British refineries. The United States refineries 
have followed our example, but on the Continent no 
such sugar is known—sugar for the People is in no 
demand there. Mr. Duncan introduced the new method 
to London by buildjng a large refinery off tf!e*banks of 
the Thames, and was king of thd tndustry for many 
years. 

The great fault committed by Briti^ refiners was 
entirely to ignore the vaiu% of a defecation process to 
p^ede the bag-filtering of the raw brown they 

threw the whole burden of the work on the^ilter ha^ 
and the charcoal Then came the new idng 
sugar i^ers, the late Sir Henry Tate. He ^ 
point and looked for some good process t^detenttipn. 
He bund it in the discovery of Hoivim and 
Of Pari^ and cUd not herible ^ ‘ haonbat. He 
had been wodcihg on tbe il|p(ea.hi 
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he handed his house over to the Frenchmen, snbstithted 
French for English machinery, and at once made his 
fortune. He got a great increase in the peccintage 
of white sugar ani^ reduced the use of charcoal to su^ 
an extent that his loss of weight—an important item 
in the cost of refining—was reduced to a mimmum. 

Since then other metliods for defecating the raw 
sugar before filtration have been introduced, lime smd 
phosphoric acid, for instance, creating 4 precipitate 
which carries down with it the gummy and albuminous 
impurities of the sugar. 

But we were learning other useful lessons from.ouri 
contin|ntal neighbours. They not only purified their^ 
raw liquor before filtering but also purified their raw' 
sugar before melting. The raw sugar was mixed, in a 
stirring machine with syrup, and then went to a regiment 
of centrifugal machines above the melt^ floor, where 
the crystals of the raw sugar were separated from the 
syrup and impurities wiiich surrounded them. Here 
again was a S 3 rstem which resulted in the productioii 
of a larger percentage of white sugar. In this country 
the resulting syrup from this preliminary* wa^hg 
would be filtered over charcoal, and boiled into fine 
yellow sugars. In the continental refineries it was 
boiled into a good raw sugar which, in'its turn, was 
dried in centrifugal machines and went to the melting 
pan. * 

This Is only a rough picture of the difiereot. me^iodt • 
in diSerent ^xnmtiies, Imt it is sufficient to indicate ih,^ 
onthne the wying ways of refining sugar, and i 
the demands of the consumer are supped, u^^er 
those demasSs come from our nuliiot^^nffio consfij^ 
anmully 95 lbs. per bead, or from thofe opaiitiMis 
donota^Bumehalf that quantify. 4 ■' V 

« thetpKMent day white sugar has bkoavbdiqhsiv 
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thlt the million do not demand so much low-jwiced 
yellow sugar as they used to do. The consequ^ce is 
that the British refiner finds it well to use a higher 
class of jaw sugai’. For some forty years, up to the 
oqjjjrcak of war, he had an abundan^ supply of good, 
strong, and fairly clean raw beetroot sugar, and that is 
what he ha» lived upon. So much so in fact, that at 
one time there were only one or two refineries in the 
Kingdom who could guarantee that their sugar was 
“ Pure*Cane.”» far as this country was concerned, 
beetroot had established pretty nearly a mono|)oly. 

The reader may perhaps wish to know how the 
^ottish refiners managed to boil their yellow sugars 
at a low temperature. Tlie vacuum pan has a1i;^ady 
been described, but the method of condensing the vapour 
rising from the boiling sugar has not been given in detail. 
It used to be done by interposing a jet of cold water 
in the course of.t|)e wide pipe which goes from the neck 
of the pan to the air pump. This condensed the vapour 
and thus helped to increase the vacuum. The air 
pump took away the water of this condenser as well 
as the condensed vapour. This pan would boil at 
about ISO"Jf. But to boil at 140° F required a much 
better vacuum. • Jhis meant that the pan and its con¬ 
nections must be very air-tight—that is, very well, 
made—that the air pump must be very powerful, and 
that the condensing power must be greatly increased. 
This was done by making a condenser witii a vertical 
pipe th| length of a column of water held op in a vaSuum 
tube by the pressure of the atmosphere. Unler these 
conditions a larger condenser could receive a plentiftd 
flow of cold water, because the water would flow away 
down the pipe instead of through the air pump. The 
water was scattered about the inside of the condenser 
in sndi a way as to present the largest posable surface 
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of cold water to the hot steam. The condensation 
was,,therefore, rapid and thorough, and the vacuum 
greatly increased. With these pans they could boil 
easily at 140“ F. or even lower, the boiling went much 
faster, less steam was necessary, and the product was 
quite a different article. Even the syrup which sur¬ 
rounded the grains of sugar was of a delicate primrose 
hue instead of a dirty dull yellow. This has now been 
brought to such ]x;rfeclion that some of the soft yellow 
sugars are nearly white. r> ^ 

As to the lower yellows, they are not much wanted 
now, and, therefore, a now method is adopted in some 
refineries with regard to that stage of the refining 
process. Instead of going to the expense of boiling 
and curing these sugars, the syrup from which they 
would have lx‘cn made is transformed into " invert 
sugar ” and becomes a " golden syrup ” of very su]>erior 
quality and great beauty. It is of, the palest golden 
tinge and jierfcrtly bright and transparent, so trans¬ 
parent, in fact, that if served up in a cut glass dish the 
pattern on the bottom of the dish shines out even more 
brightly than if it only contained water. 

There is also a very large sugar refining industry 
devoted to the production of “ invarh sugar ” for the 
brewers. Tlie processes of jmrification are carried out 
just as strictly as in ordinary sugar refining, perhaps, 
even more so, and then the whole mass of sugar solution 
is changed into invert sugar, and becomes a clear, bright 
synip, very sweet, and just in fit state for the b,rewer. 

The sugar loaf has disapjjearcd in this country, and 
" Cube sugar ” has taken its place—^a very excellent 
improvement, the only objection being that if you seek 
in the sugar basin for a smaller lump you have difficulty 
in finding it. The production of the old sugar loaf 
was a lone, tedious, and exuenave ooeration. Tlie 
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boifed mass from the pan was filled into the loaf moulds. 
When the mass had set firmly the moulds were hOisted 
to an upper floor where they stood to drain off the 
“ green syrup.” There had to be many floors to accom¬ 
modate these regiments of loaves. When the syrup 
had drained off, a white saturated solution of pure sugar 
was poured on to the face of each mould, and this opera¬ 
tion was repeated until the loaf Ix-came white from top 
to bottom—a work of some days. The fine syrup from 
this washing was ksjit separate from the green syrup as it 
contained more sugar. The loaves were then knocked 
out of their moulds a,nd trimmed n]i, and then came 
more hand labour in putting them in the stove, a heated 
chamber running from top to botlom of the tall factory 
and with doors opening into each floor. Those loaves 
which had already become dry had also to be handed 
out of the stoves—nice warm work—neatly enveloped 
in pajier ready fo» delivery, and stacked up in the 
warehouse till called for. 

Compare with this long and lalwrious process the 
making of cube sugar. For the loaf mould are sul)- 
stituted moulds made to fit into the circumference of 
a large anoP very strong centrifugal machine. They 
are divided by jflates into a series of narrow chambers 
the thickness of a cube, and the full depth of the mould. 
The boiled mass from the pan is nm into these moulds 
and, when the mass has sejidified, the moulds aje ranged 
round the inner circumference of the centrifugal machines 
which cjuickly throw off the green syrup. The white 
liquor is then applied, and immediately thrfiwn off, 
and, behold 1 the moulds contain large, flat, narrow 
slabs of white sugar. These slabs are ranged on carriers 
which travel up through a heated chamter, and come^ 
down again dried in a few minutes. They go to the 
cutting machine where euillotine knives cut them up 
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into cubes ready to be packed in boxes and delivered 
to the buyer. The name of Eugen Langcn, of Cologne, 
the inventor, ought to be immortalized. He was the 
inventor not only of this great revolution in sugar 
refining but alsotof the gas engine. Thus we see thatsour 
ideas come not alwa 3 «i from our own brains but from 
those of the Frenchman and the German.' It would be 
possible to descrilx; others which came from the Belgian 
and the Austrian, but this is enough. To see Langen’s 
beetroot sugar factory at Elsdorf tutnihg out fine cube 
sugar straight from the beetroot juice was a real treat 
for anyone who appreciates the pleasure of seeing 
things well done ; everything clean, everything tidy and 
haiKly, no mess on the floors, and a complete chemical 
control of all the operations. He used to describe any 
sugar refinery devoid of these virtues as a Schweinerei 
-pigsty. 
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THE CANE INDUSTRY 

• 

Before reading this chapter, reference should be made 
to the table m Appendix I, which gives the production 
of cane sugar throughout the world—country by omntry 
—^for the last three years, together with the estimates 
for the year lSl7*-18. This table includes the some¬ 
what imaginary figure of 2,626,000 tons as the produc¬ 
tion of British India. . It is unfortunate that this figure 
should now be included in the statistics, making com¬ 
parison with former years misleading and erronSbus. 
The official estimate of the Indian sugar crop is based 
on an estimate of the number of acres planted, and 
assumes that an acre will pnxluce 1-25 tons of sugar. 
But it is well khiJwn that a quantity of sugar cane is 
consumed in the form of cane ; it is also known that 
the production of sugar in India is of a very primitive 
kind, and that the sugar produced contains not much 
more than 50 per cent, of extractable pure sugar. This 
sugar, in tfie raw state, is consumed locally by the 
peasants, and Hk? no relation to the modern kind of 
sugar imported into India for the consumption of the 
upper classes. The inclusion of this purely native pro¬ 
duction in our annual statistics of the world’j supplies 
is, therefore, unnecessary and misleading. It# has 
alreadyeled to our present statisticians pointing to the 
remarkable increase in the world's production of cane 
sugar at a particular period, forgetting, or not knowing, 
that the* apparent sudden increase at that time was 
caused by the sudden inclusion of a vague estimate of 
India's production. This discrepancy can be detecteS 
in the table given in*Appendix III. 
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We will take the countries in their order and say a 
few words about some of them. 

Louisiana is a country not absolutely tropical. They 
have occasional frosts. In spite of drawbacks the 
industry is carried on now in a very scientific way and 
with good energy and perseverance, but it would find 
it difficult to compete with more favoure'd districts if 
left to free competition. It is. luckily, one of the United 
States, and, therefore, its sugar enters the markets of 
the United States free of duty, whfeh 'at present is a 
nice little bonus of about 5s. M. per cwt. Concentra¬ 
tion of work in Louisiana has been extensive. Small 
factories have given place to large ones, imperfect work 
has cfnadc way for mwlem improvements. Before the 
Civil War, the production reached, in 1861-62, 
235,856 tons. During the war it fell, in 1864-5, to 
5,331 tons, and did not show much recovery till 1878-9, 
wlien it reached 100,000 tons. In’ 1893-4 it got 
up to its old level, 250,000 to 300,000 tons. In 1904-5 
it had the exceptionally large crop of 355,530 tons. 
The preferential position of the States, Territories, and 
Protectorates of the United States in the home market 
has already been explained in Chapter 11.' The effect 
of this stimulant, in bringing fresh capital into the 
industry, was so striking that it soon became evident 
that before' many • years elapsed the United States 
would receive all its sugar supplies from these sources. 
This,forecast came true in 1915, as shown in Appendix XL 
This is a remarkable instance of the effect of preferential 
duties in'attracting capital and thus enabling a country 
to be indepiendent of outside supplies. Louisiana was 
not, like the others, stimulated to increase her produc¬ 
tion, but she was keprt alive by the preference. That 
^ old establislied an industry should have kept pnee 
with the times shows tfiat it deserves to be keprt alive. 
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Porto Rico, in 1898 annexed by the United States, 
has now free entry into those markets ; and,‘as it 
eniosrs the advantages of a really tropical climate and 
good soil? it is increasing its production very rapidly, 
which also means putting in all th» latest improve¬ 
ments and doing everything on a large scale. The 
planters ha^e been investigating matters in Java and 
Hawaii, being ambitious to get something like the same 
yields of sugar to the acre. They declare that already 
their agricultufc is superior to that of Cuba. Porto 
Rico’s remarkable progress under preferential treat¬ 
ment is a sufficient object Ios.son how to attract capital 
to a home industry. American. British, and French 
capital poured in, and we see the result. In the Spanish 
days, Porto Rico’s crop was round about 50,000 tons 
of muscovado sugar. In 1901-2 it rose to 82,000 tons ; 
in 1903-4 to 130,000 tons ; in 1908-9 to 258,000 tons ; 
and in 1916-17 to 448,567 tons—fine centrifugal raw 
sugar polarizing 96 and above. This remarkable 
increase will continue. Irrigation is being carried out 
on a large scale, bringing in large tracts of new land. 
Labour is plentiful and cheap, and there is nothing to 
complain oT in-the climate or the land. This object 
lesson is not cHaffined to the selfish interests of the 
country concerned, it confers a world-wide benefit- 
more land cultivated and more food for* the people. 
We now know, to our (j)st, that the opposite policy— 
hisser-faire —means less land cultivated an<f less, food 
for thea people. 

The Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands have enjoyed a 
duty free market in the United States for many years 
and have enormously developed their industry.' They 
grow immense weights of cane to the acre, and as they 
extract the sugar well their production of sugar to tBb 
acre exceeds even the remarkable figure now attained 
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in Java. The cultivation is mostly carried' on with 
irrigation and, no doubt, the thing is done in first-class 
style. They are now millionaires in that happy land. 
In 1857 the'islands produced 313 tons of sugai^ and had 
increased, in 1896, to 11,640 tons. Tlie reciprodlty 
treaty of 1876 admitted “ Sandwich Islands sugars ” 
into the United States free of duty. But it was the 
annexation to the United States, in 1898, that gave the 
finishing touch to the feeling of confidence in the future. 
That year the crop was 229,414 tons f since then it has 
more than doubled. Perfection in machinery, cultiva¬ 
tion and irrigation have done the .rest. In 1907 two of 
the four islands produced an average of 5’6 tons of sugar 
to tfie acre. A third got an average yield of about 
four tons. Hawaii, the largest, was content with the 
excellent yield of 2-7 tons to the acre. Dr.'Prinsen 
Geerligs tells us that the quality of the cane surpasses 
that of any other cane-growing country. The juice is 
the richest and the piurest. The cane contains fre¬ 
quently from 16 to 17 per cent, of sugar. The cane 
mills, as well as the rest of the machinery, are the best 
that can be had, and they succeed in obtaining 95 per 
cent, of the sugar in the cane. The sugar yield on 100 
of cane is extremely high. Yields 'of 12|, 13, even 
14 per cent, are quoted, the average being over 12|. 
These figures are unsurpassed elsewhere. This is 
another £pd still more striking example of what can 
be d«me when capital is attracted to an industry by 
preferential treatment. Its progress since 191® shows 
further large expansion. In 1910 the crop was 
463,000 tons; in 1916-17 it was 579,302 tons. The 
only trouble is scarcity of labour. • 

Cuba is the place on which the eyes of the sugar world 
are now constantly fixed. The preference enjo^d by 
Cuba in the markets of the Uhited States is only 
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20 per cent, of the duty, but this has been enough to 
give a great impetus to its sugar production. American 
capitalists have been attracted even by this modest 
bonus, arid are exploiting the large and fertile island 
very thoroughly. Cuba, before the revolution and the 
subsequent American war with Spain, managed to get 
up to a milffon tons of sugar a year ; but during her 
troubles the crop fell off to a comparatively insignificant 
figure. In 1897 it was under 300,000 tons, but in 
1903 had recovered to 1,003,873 tons. Then the pre¬ 
ference in United States’ markets began to tell rapidly. 
In 1909 the crop was ^,521,818 tons ; in 1913 it reached 
2,428,537 tons ; in 1916, with another great jump, it 
reached 3,007,915 tons. The crop of the followingyear 
was correctly estimated at over 3,500,000 tons, but 
rebellion in the Eastern provinces destroyed the odd 
500,000 tons. This wonderful and unparalleled increase 
in production is an instructive instance of the virtue of 
even a small and reasonable preference in stimulating 
the investment of capital in industrial production for 
the permanent benefit of the country—^both producers 
and consumers. Cuba is undoubtedly the queen of 
cane sugar-producing countries, though Java runs her 
very close. Pefhfips the most striking point in the 
Cuban sugar industry is the size of some of her factories. 
A few hundred tons of sugar used to be Considered a 
fair or even large out-ttjrn for a sugar factiyy in the 
tropics, but now we find in Cuba, as showji in 
Appendix VII, that the majority of the factories turn 
out from 10,000 to 100,000 tons of sugar per factory in 
the season. One effect of the enormous crop of sugar 
in Cuba has been that the rush of sugar to New York 
during the heaviest part of crop time has frequently 
depressed prices far below European parity—a curioiiB 
instance of inreferentfel duties being a benefit even to 
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the consumer. The crop now beginning to be reaped 
is estimated in some quarters at 3,620,000 tons. 

The British West Indies and British Guiana were very 
hard hit by the beetroot competition, and in some of 
them sugar has ^iven place to other industries. Bar- 
badoes still holds its own, but is now substituting 
modern factories and centrifugal sugars lor the good 
grocery muscovado kinds for which it was once so 
celebrated. Trinidad makes some very good sugar, 
and will go ahead now that unfak competition has 
been stopped ; so will Demerara, a British sugar colony 
which has for long been in the fi^st rank as a producer 
of choice sugar. Larger factories are now being erected 
in nany of the islands. The first were in the islands 
of Trinidad, Antigua, and St. Lucia; presently there 
will be several in Jamaica. There is now oile in St. 
Kitts. Tlie machinery is first-class and comes from 
British makers, who are now very up to date and know 
everything that is to be known about modem sugar 
production. The revival of the industry in our oldest 
colonies is a matter for much congratulation, especially 
when it brings a large increase of work for British 
engineers. 

Before leaving the subject of 6i(r West Indian 
Colonics, something more must be said about their 
condition b6fore and since the great fall in the price 
of sugar in 1884-5, caused eptirely by the over-pro- 
ductjpn o! European bounty-fed sugar. Barbadoes and 
Trinidad seem to have held their ground fairly well: 
the first 6n account of the popularity of its fine grocery 
muscovado .sugar and of its S 3 rrup, its good soil and 
climate, and its large population ; the second or. accormt 
of its very good soil, its prosperity in other respects, 
Ihd its fairly well-equipped factories, which ought, how¬ 
ever, to get a better yield of sugaf per 100 of cane than 

I 
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they do now. The islands of Grenaaa, ai. Vincent, 
and Dominica seem almost to have abandoned the 
crop, and Jamaica to have considerably reduced it. 
This last ssland is of special interest to those who, like 
the* present writer, recollect its fine muscovado sugar 
in the good old days before the flood of bounty-fed 
sugar set i^. The sugar produced by Jamaica was, 
from the point of view of the British refiner, very 
superior to any other raw muscovado sugar, except 
perhaps that from St. Kitts. The juice must have 
been very pure to produce such sugar, or else the 
method of manufacture must have been very superior. 
But now Jamaica is going to launch out into the modern 
central factory system and to produce the usual " centri¬ 
fugal sugar, basis 96 polarization.” The island’s pro¬ 
duction used to range from 25,000 to 35,000 tons. 
After the great fall in price in 1884-5, it gradually 
dwindled down to 18,000 to 20,000 tons. Its future 
progress wilt be interesting. 

The French West Indies were once in the first rank, 
but they have not kept pace with the times. They 
were at one time well equipped, but now their 
machinery,‘especiaBy in the evaporating department, 
is out of date. *rhey have for a very long time turned 
out a kind of white sugar, the kind for which there is 
a demand from the refiners in France. Their working 
expenses are high, andjabour is scarce and indolent. 
They stand still at a production of about ^,0fjp to 
40,(^ tons from each idand. 

The small French island of Reunion, a neighbour of 
Mauritius, suffers from want of labour. If that could 
be obtaised, the industry would flourish. 

The island of St. Domingo seems to be progressing, 
though not favoured with any artificial stimuli^. 
They made 60,000 tons in 1907-8.80.000 tons in 1908-9, 
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and 90,000 tons in 1909-10. Since then, as may*be 
seen in Appendix I, the production has increased to 
130,000 tons in 1917, and is still increasing. The 
factories, mostly American, are modern, but not up 
to date. The gKat trouble is political unrest. • 

Mexico is doing well and putting up some first-class 
factories. They get long prices in their o'wn markets, 
thanks to an excessive Customs barrier, and do not yet 
make much of a surplus for export. Here, again, 
political unrest is the great trouble* Tlie production 
increased rapidly from 75,000 tons in 1900 to 160,000 
tons in 1911. Since then, internal quarrels have 
reduced the sugar production to 50,000 tons. With 
peace at home, sugar production will flourish and 
increase rapidly. 

Peru, Brazil and the Argentine are producers on a 
fairly large scale, but parts of Brazil are sadly behind 
the times. They can get very good prices at home 
when they make no surjdus, but when they are obliged 
to ex|x>rt tliey find it di66cult to keep up home prices. 
They tried to form a combination for that purpose but 
it broke down. The country could produce a very large 
crop if it were not that capital and labour 4re wanting. 
There arc, however, sevev^ modern factories in Brazil, 
trying to reform the industry. 

Peru has "a great future if all goes well. Irrigation, 
combined with good soil and qlimate, and canes which 
prodpee rich pure juice, only require up-to-date fac¬ 
tories to enable Peru to compete with Java andoHawaii 
in the amount of sugar produced per acre. The rich 
land between the mountains and the sea, coupled with 
the valle 3 rs and streams which run from the, hills to 
the coast, give a perfect arrangement for universal 
ihigation. The climate, is almcmt rainless, so there is 
no variety of season, and sugar can be produced and 
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reaped all the year round. It takes nearly* two years 
in this dry climate for the canes to mature. There 
are many good factories, but the machinery is not 
powerful enough yet to get a large yield from the canes. 
The production pf canes per acre is large, and 3 tans 
of sugar per acre represents at present about the 
average yield. In 1894 Peru produced 74,000 tons of 
sugar ; in 1904, 156,000 tons; in 1914, 262,000 tons. 
Previous to 1894 the industry suffered greatly from the 
European bounty-fed competition, and from war and 
revolution. Labour is sufftcient; all that is necessary 
for good progress is political rest and some encourage¬ 
ment to the investment of fresh capital in the industry. 

Argentina has a heavily protected home market, and 
is not likely to become an exporter owing to high cost 
of production. 

British India is supposed to produce the official figure 
stated in the list, but production is, so primitive and 
scattered that it must be difficult to arrive at any definite 
estimate. It is satisfactory to read, in a recent official 
report, that “ steady efforts are being made by the 
Agricultural Departments to improve the cultivation 
and the processes of extracting cane juice and of sugar 
manufacture.” India, in spite of her large home pro¬ 
duction, is a considerable importer from Mauritius, 
Java, and even Europe. 

Java is a superb instance ^f success, the result of 
individuaf energy and intelligence stimulated only by 
science and organization. But the island has one 
advantage which is not always to be found in the tropics, 
identiful, good and cheap labour. Theyhave always n^e 
the finest raw sugar in the world, but now they have 
added to this a considerable production of white sugar, 
for which they find a constantly increasing demand in. 
British India where jt coiiipetes with our old sugar colony 
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of *Mauritius, and where it is gradually supplanting 
the quantities of European beetroot " granulated" 
which were for many years ‘‘ dumped ’’ in India. 

Dr. Prinsen Geerligs said seven years ago that the 
in<yease in the Java crop would go qp at the rate of 
50,000 tons a year till it reached 1,600,000 tons.* At 
one time the^Government limited the production in order 
that sufficient rice and other crops might be grown to 
feed the people. But since then more land has conie 
under irrigation aq|i continues to do so. This irrigation 
is now almost universal, and the water from the rivers 
deposits a fertilizing slime which furnishes sufficient 
potash and phosphorfb acid to the soil. As the cane 
crop is alternated with rice or other food crops iUgets 
the fuD benefit of this fertilizing deposit. When the 
" Sereh ” disease threatened destruction to the canes 
in 1902 cuttings were imported and the “ Sereh " was 
stamped out. Sqpdling canes were also raised and 
selected varieties propagated and cross-fertilized, until 
at last Java has arrived at the remarkable product of 
42 tons of canes to the acre, as the average for the whole 
island. 

The increase in the production of sugar per acre is 
most remarkable, t The accurate figures given by Dr. 
Prinsen Geerligs show that in 1893-4 the average pro¬ 
duction was 2-812 tons (of 2,240 lb.) per acre, quite a 
remarkable figure in those days. In 1897-8 it had 
increased to 3-571 tons* in 1903-4 to 4-058 tons; 
and in J910-11 to 4-302 tons. The only country*that 
can beat that figure at present is Hawaii. Da Prinsen 
Geerligs does not now put any limit to his anticipation 
)f the further progress of the industry. The produc- 
ion per acre is still rising ; cultivation, the selection of 

* In 1916-17 Java produced 1,596,174 tons, and the crop 
1917-18 is estimated atsl,800,000 tons. 
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the right kinds of cane for dificrent soils, improved 
methods and greater rapidity in juice extraction and 
treatment, all contribute to this result. The work of 
cross-fertilization in finding new varieties of, cane goes 
on with rcdouljled ardour and promises great tilings 
in the future. Increase of cane crop coupled with 
increased richness is what they aim at." It is found 
that increa.sed quantity of juice in the cane is always 
accompanied by inaeascd purity of the juice. More 
juice gives more sugar, and increased purity gives still 
more sugar. The area in Java, moreover, which will 
be devoted to sugar goes on increasing. For some 
time it stewd still, because othir crops wore regarded 
by jShe Government as essential to the well-being of the 
population, but now there is permitted a greater 
expansion. Fresh ground is being prepared every¬ 
where for the cane crops, together with new syrstems 
of irrigation, so that eventually mqre arable land will 
be available for the sugar manufacturers, who are quite 
ready to absorb it. In Dr. Prinsen Gcerligs’ opinion, 
therefore, there is every expectation of a steady and 
perhaps sudden exten-sion of the Java sugar indastry. 

The history of the sugar industry in Fownosa and its 
probable future have already beeib described and 
explained in sufficient detail in Chapter II. 

The Phil^pine Islands are now under the wing of the 
United States, and the American Government has 
ordained^ that 300,000 tons 'from that country shall 
be 'admitted free of duty into the Unite^ States, 
marketst Under ordinary circumstances the result ’ 
would be that American capitalists would explmf 
this new field for enterprise, erect monster^faetja^, 
as they have done in Cuba and Hawaii, and;.|iiiiate 
«nother yast centre of si^ar .production. the 
interest of the United States' o)vn sugar-flM&tries in 



THE CANE INDUSTRY 


101 


Louisiana and in the beetroot districts of the North 
had to be considered, and it was decided that the 
preference must be confined to tlie pnxlucc of existing 
factories, mostly in native hands, and tlius the hope 
for»thc investment of capital in the new venture was 
for the moment checkcil. But now, American capital¬ 
ists have acquired large tracts of land for the purpose 
of sugar production on an extensive scale. 

Dr. Prinsen Gocrligs says ; " As regards the prospect 
of the cane-sugar industry in the Philip]iine Islands, 
all forebodings point to gigantic progress in tlie near 
futiurc.” 

In Australia a gootl deal of sugar is produced in 
Queensland and a litth: in New South Wales. iThe 
refusal to allow colounsl labour to work in the tropical 
parts of Queensland is a serious drawback to any 
extension in that direction. In the present sugar¬ 
growing districts, where white labour is pos.sible, it is 
found to be expensive and in other ways difficult. 
There has been a good deal of Government control, 
which adds sometimes to the difficulties of the industry. 
The cost of production is high, and therefore requires 
libetal prefefential treatment to enable producers to 
make both encte'meet. Central factories are now 
universal, but the cane planting leaves much to be 
desired. The industry began in a .smidl wily in 1864, 
and by 1883-4, 152 fi^tories produced 36,000 tons 
of sugar. In 1910-11, 54 factories produceef 201^000 
tons. Tlbe prcxluction is about 2 tons to the acre. 

New South Wales produces an average i»f about 
20,000 tons. The total production of Australia in 
1914-15 vas 246,408 tons. 

Our old sugar-producing colony of Mauritius has 
had many struggles. They made splendid sugar in th# 
old days, only beateif by Java for quality. They do 

ft—{146j| 
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still better now because they make a large quantity of 
whitb sugar for the Indian market. But machinery 
which was at one time superior at last became anti¬ 
quated. Then came low prices, and a great disaster 
followed. The c whole of the cattle were suddenly 
destroyed by a terrible disease. This deprived them, 
at one stroke, of their only means of haulage. This, 
coupled with a destructive cyclone, brought' them to 
the verge of despair. They wanted money for light 
railways to draw the canes to the mill, and if they did 
not get it their crop would be lost. The Colonial Office 
came to the rescue just in time and the danger was 
averted. Then prices improved, hope began to revive, 
whkt the French call concentration of work was car¬ 
ried o\it, c)ld small factories were closed and large 
“ centrals ” established, and they began to breathe again. 
Irrigation is to be earned out on a large scale, the rail¬ 
ways are to be improved, factories arc now working 
on modem lines and things begin to hum. Labour is 
a difficulty, as with our colonies in the west, and it would 
be well if capital were more abundant, but, barring 
cyclones, prospects are good. Labour was originally 
imported from India, but as the Indian^’ settled down 
permanently as small planters imported labour became 
unnecessary. Their production of cane per acre is, 
however, Very inferior to the out-turn of the large 
planter|. The average richness of the cane is a little 
uivder 14 per cent., and the yield in the factory about 
10'5 per cent. The average crop of canei per acr^- 
(30 toAs plant and 20 tons ratoon) is about 23 tons, 
including the inferior aop of the small Indian planter. 
The canes take from twelve to twenty-two, months to 
ripen, according to the climate Of the district. From 
1884 to 1897 the crop varied from 100,000 to 150,000 
tons. From 1898 to 1912 it sanged from 150,000 to 
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2S(i!oOO tons. In 1914-15 it reached 277,164 tons. 
Siirty years ago we imported large quantities of 
Mauritius sugar; but when the European bounties 
were in full operation Mauritius only sent a very small 
quantity to Europe, mostly after-products. ^ India 
now imports annually 100,000 to 150,000 tons of white 
Mauritius ^d^ar. During the war, Mauritius has come 
to the rescue by supplying us with some of her excel¬ 
lent white sugar. Considering the troubles she suffered 
during the bounty competition, we ought to have been 
sufficiently grateful to give her, at all events, the full 
market value. * 

• 

1 European imports fell to 7,000 tons, but recovered to 
50,000 tons after the abolition of the bounties. • 

• In 1915 (war time), Mauritius sent us 111,875 Ions of 
raw sugar and 85,118 tons of refined. 



CHAPTER IX 


THE BEET INDUSTRY 

Whether the sugar cane came originally ftbm the East 
and was carried from one country to another till at last 
it arrived in the Western Hemisphere, or whether it 
was indigenous on both sides of tVe world cannot be 
definitely decided, but there is little doubt that it was 
carried from China to India and Arabia, and afterwards 
introduced by the Arabians into Persia, Africa and 
Spain. It was the Spaniards who started its cultiva¬ 
tion in the West Indies and America. India is,Said to 
have produced sugar as early as the seventh century 
—a rare and costly article in those days. 

The date of the first productioneof sugar from the 
beetroot, on the other hand, is very definite. A 
German chemist, Marggraf, in the year 1747, was the 
first to call attention to the fact that the juice of the 
beetroot contained sugar identical in composition and 
properties with cane sugar. But it was'not till 1799 
that this discovery was put to prattical proof on a 
working scale. A pupil, or follower of Marggraf. 
Francis Kiri Archard, invented at that time a method 
of extracting sugar from the^beetroot. Great interest 
wap taken in this idea for a new agricultural industry, 
and the King of Prussia gave substantial h^p in the 
erectiort- of the first beetroot sugar factory in Sile^. 
Other factories followed, not only in Prussia but also in 
■ Bohemia. In 1811 France took up the neyy industry 
and from France it spread to other countries. Bona¬ 
parte gave it a great impetus, seeing at once Advan¬ 
tage of producing sugar at home, and voted hirge sums 
104 
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of money and considerable tracts of land for the encour¬ 
agement of the new manufacture. The blockade had 
raised sugar to famine prices, so the new French factories 
flourished. Forty were in operation in 1812 and pro¬ 
duced about 10,000 tons of sugar. * But when the 
blockade wag raised the price fell and the new venture 
had a bad time. About 1830 there was a fall in the price 
of com and the farmers turned again to sugar beet. 
By the year 1854 Europe produced something under 
200,000 tons of be?t sugar. Ten years later the figure 
vy^ent up to over 500,000 tons. In 1871 it exceeded a 
million tons. Ten years later it was approaching two 
millions. The cane sugar industry saw itself seriously 
threatened. The fear turned out to be well founded. 
The tfnle came when half, and even two-thirds, of the 
visible sugar production of the world (not reckoning 
the then unknown production of India) was produced, 
not from the sugai* cane but from the sugar beet. 

The way in which this enormous production grew 
and prospered is a most interesting study. It is dealt 
with in detail in the writer’s paper on " The Statistical 
Aspect of tljie Sugar Question,” which can be found, for 
those who may^djsire the full facts, in the journal of 
the Royal Statistical Society for June, 1899. Here 
there is room only for the more salient points. 

To begin vdth a comparison between the progress of 
France and Germany id the production o{i beetroot 
sugar—^an instractive chapter in a very remarkable 
story. In 1871, France was the leader in the industry; 
she produced 284,444 tons, while Germany produced 
only 186,442 tons. But while the German Government, 
as is thdlr practice, began to foster the industry in a 
far-seeing and rational way, the French Govemmen| 
allowed their great agricultural and industrial sugar 
producers to shift for themselves. The Cj^rman, 
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producer was charged with his sugar tax in the lorm ol 
a duty on tlie weight of the roots. The roots were esti¬ 
mated to yield a certain percentage of sugar, and were 
charged accordingly. This was—^and was intehded to be 
—a strong incentive to the farmers to grow richer robts, 
and to the factory to get more sugar out of^^hem. The 
system, as usual in Germany, was a great success. The 
roots grew richer every year and the machinery for 
extracting and completing the sugar was constantly 
improved. Scientific methods progrtesed and flourished 
because they brought larger profits to both farmer and 
manufacturer. Irv France, on .the other hand, the 
factories were under the strictest excise supervision, 
evei^ ounce of sugar was checked and noted, and had 
to pay the full sugar duty. 

The result of these two opposite sjretems was that 
while France produced no more in 1884 than she had 
done in 1871, the German production had gone up from 
186,000 tons to 1,123,000 tons. The French producers 
saw that this meant ruin if allowed to continue. The 
percentage of sugar extracted from the roots had gone 
up in Germany from 8’28 per cent, to 11 per cent., 
while in France it remained at the old figure, below 
6 per cent. The French Government*'at last realized 
their mistake and hastened, in 1884, to rectify it by 
imitating Germany. They adopted the S 5 «tem of duty 
on the rqots, and it was a duiy based, of course, on a 
verjilow estimate of yield. The effect was instantaneous. 
Better seed was sown in France, better methods of 
manufacture were adopted, the diffusion process was 
substituted for the old hydraulic presses, and the yield 
of sugar began to rise by leaps and bounds. From 
6 per cent, it soon went to 7,8,9 and 10 per cent. But 
as the Fren^ producers were allowed the full drawback 
on exportation, although they wefe pa}nng only a small 
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fraclion of the duty on the sugar they produced, the 
revenue began to show a great and constantly increasing 
loss. The French Government, unlike the German, 
had greatly overdone the dose of stimulant, and they 
had to proceed to take precautions. Jbey found that 
the sugar industry was making an enormous profit 
out of the^ew S 5 rstem. In the first year the manu¬ 
facturers pocketed 25,000,000, francs; in the third 
year, 1886-7, their profit had risen to 91,966,437 francs, 
or £3,678,657. Thgse are official figures. The Govern¬ 
ment were obliged to check this drain on the Exchequer. 
In 1887 the legal yield was raised, and the excess yield, 
instead of going free of Huty, was eharged with a modified 
tax. For two years the large profits were sligjitly 
reduced, but in 1889 they were again over 90,000,000 
francs. Tliere was then another raising of the legal 
yield and the profit was again reduced, but began to 
recover as the yieljl of the factories went on increasing. 
In 1893 it was 39,000,000 francs, but in 1896 it had 
reached 54,000,000 francs. During this period, 1884 
to 1896, the yield of sugar from the roots had gone up 
from 6 per cent, to 11 per cent., and the French crop 
had increase€ from 265,000 tons to 668,000 tons. 

Turning agai» te Germany, the yield of sugar from 
the roots, which was, in 1871, 8 28 per cent., had risen 
by 1884 to 11 per cent. They had thus getf more than 
ten years start of their French competitors. But in 
1896, when the French’managed to reach » yield of 
11 per ^nt. the Germans had reached a yield of f2-66 
per cent. • 

It must be borne in mind that in Germany, as in 
France, ^ough the duty only struck a portion of the 
sugar produced, the full drawback was allowed on all 
the sugar exported. This was an enormous incentive 
to production and eiqjiortation and a serious loss to the 
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revenue. Tlie German Government saw- that their 
wise end moderate system had about done its work. 
In 1888 they took stejrs gradually to make a transition 
from the system of duty on the roots to the .evidently 
more rational method of charging the duty on the* sugar 
actually produced. In 1892 this period of probation 
was accom])lished, the factories were under'full excise 
su]X‘rvision and all the sugar paid the duty. But the 
German Government were wide awake to what was 
going on in Franco, so they presegted the manufac¬ 
turers with a temporary direct tonus on exportation, 
which was to be atolished as soon as France and other 
countries ceased to give direct or indirect help to their 
sugar producers out of the revenue. Here again the 
Gennan Government were quite wise and reasonable. 

Tile F'rench Government followed suit in 1897; but 
again they made a mistake in overdoing it. They 
atolished the duty on the roots apd levied it, very 
properly, on the actual sugar. But instead of coming 
to terms, in conformity with the German friendly 
overtures, they disregarded the invitation and gave a 
tonus on exportation just double that of Germany. 
This, as the French Minister said, was a defiance and a 
challenge. • • 

The German production had now increased tol,821,223 
tons, nearlyithrec times that of France. Their revenue 
from sugar had gone down from 63,249,000 marks in 
1875 to ^,624,000 marks in 18^6, and 14,677,000 marks 
in 1887. Then they began their reforms and the fevenue 
recovered to an averse of about 76,000,000 marks in 
the years 1889-92. After that the full duty on all the 
sugar was secured, and the reyenue went up ^p 84, 92 
and 99,000,000 of marks for the next three years. The 
stimulus had done its work, for not only had tiie German 
production gone, up to nearly 2,090,000 tons but their 
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exports ot refined sugar, which were 5,809 tons in 1871, 
had reached, in 1888. when the reforms Ix-gan, l50,341 
tons, and in 1892, when the reforms wore completed, 
270,607 t&ns. Tlie direct tonus on export, which was 
thdh substituted as a temporary measmre, brought the 
exports pfjcfmcd sugar up to 503,928 tons in 1897. 
Tlic German exports of raw sugar were 491,176 tons in 
1883, and remained much the same till 1894, when they 
rose to 609,662 tons; in 1896 they were 760,657 tons. 
This is a striking jiicture of the jirogress of an industry 
under a judicious paternal Government. 

France was injudicicfis, but Austria was still more so ; 
and yet their system laid the foundation for an enormous 
and flourishing industry. The Austrian sugiir fluty 
was levied in a ivculiar way. It professed to be a duty 
on the roots, but instead of a careful weighing of the 
roots, as in Germany, the quantity of roots was roughly 
estimated according to an oflicial sujqxisition of the 
capacity of the apparatus of the factory. It was, in fact, 
an estimate within an estimate. The Austrian manu¬ 
facturers were, therefore, not only stimulated to grow 
rich roots and to get the utmost quantity of sugar out 
of them, buf also to make the apparatus of the factory 
capable of worlSng more roots than were estimated by 
the Government. When the present writer visited the 
Austrian engineering works in 1871 he fouRd them full 
to overflowing with worktfor the sugar factoriqf, making, 
among other things, diffusion vessels which should»tum 
out mole juice per day than those then in use. There 
were also, in those days, some factories still wofldng with 
hydraulic presses. They were a curious sight. The 
work was carried on at such high pressure speed, in 
order to do more than the estimated quantity, that the 
place was a perfect pandemonium, and the floor covered 
with juice owing tR^ the hurry and bustle of the 



110 


SUGAR 


establishment. The Austrian Government-were losing 
revenue to such an extent that it seemed probable that 
they would soon cease to receive an 5 ithing from the sugar 
duty. This proved to be only too true. In»1867 the 
net revenue wai 5,363,159 florins. By 1874 it had 
dropped to 1,742,324 florins, and in 1875, while the gross 
revenue was 9,337,435 florkis, the drawbacl^lowed on 
exports amounted to 9,472,991 florins, so that the sugar 
duty prodvffced an actual loss to the Exchequer of 
135,556 florins. They remedied thip disastrous state 
of things by insisting on a fixed minimum revenue 
with a gradual yearly increase. This checked the 
exports to a certain extent and the manufacturers 
loudly complained. In 1888, therefore, the whole 
system was abolished and the duty was levied on the 
actual sugar produced. The Government ■ followed 
the example of Germany and gave a temporary direct 
bonus on exports, to be abolished whan a general agree¬ 
ment with the other countries should be arranged. 
The manufacturers enjoyed the certainty of 9,000,000 
florins per annum and were satisfied. The stimulus 
to production continued and exports rapidly increased. 

^Igium and Holland levied the duty neither on the 
sugar nor on the roots but on the deli^ty of the juice. 
No one knows how much the manufacturers made out 
of this, because neither the quantity of sugar pro¬ 
duced nor the quantity coqgumed has ever been 
discoyererf. 

Russia desired to have a flourishing beetroot sugar 
industry, und after many vicissitudes hit upon a system 
which thoroughly answered the purpose of giying the 
necessary stimulus. The Russian Govemment^in 1894, 
took the matter into their own hands. They fixed 
(f) the quantity of sugar necessary for home consump¬ 
tion ; (2) the maximum price tc^ be charged to the 
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consumer, a price, after deducting the duty, about double 
the price in outside markets; (3) the quantity of sugar to 
be kept in reserve, a portion of which was to be thrown 
on the market if prices rose above the fixed limit. Each 
manufacturer w^S allowed to send into consumption 
a fixed quantity of sugar, and then his surpbis produc¬ 
tion was apportioned to the home market in proportion 
to his total production. Here was not only a security 
for good profits in the home market but also a constant 
stimulus to over-production. Fortufiately the Russian 
consumption, in spite of the high price, steadily 
increases, owing to the constant eetension of the Empire 
eastwards. But at times there is a large surplus to 
be g8t rid of, which has to be thrown on the outside 
markets and sold for what it will fetch. The high price 
at home maintains even then, for the Russian producer, 
a large average profit far beyond the natural level. 
This is, in fact, a " &)mbine ” or “ Chrtel,” established 
and regulated, not by the industry but by the Govern¬ 
ment, and strictly supervised by them. The details 
have been modified from time to time, but the main 
features remain. The production in Russia^was 159,000 
tons in 1875, 475,000 tons in 1885, 67J,{jpO tons in 1895, 
1,127,000 tons in 1909-10, and exceeded 2,000,000 tons 
in the two following years. The year before the war, 
Russia procfuced 1,750,000 tons, but by 1916-17 the 
productioy had fallen to 1,160,000 tons. 

During the war the production in Germany, Austria, 
and France has fallen considerably, as shbwn in 
Appendijf II. 

Turning to the exports from Germany and Austria, 
the former exported, in 1875,7.245 tons of refirifed sugar, 
Md, in 1897, 503,928 tons. Austria in 1875, exported 
W,887 tons of refined sugar, and, in 1897, 460,154 tons. 
The raw sugar exports in 1883 w^. from France 42,236 
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tons, from Germany 491,176 tons, and from Austria 
131,019 tons. From that year Germany kept»up a 
steady export varying between 400,000 and 700,000 
tons per<annum. The French exports were very fiuc- 
ttwiting, as low as 3,000 and as high, as 300,000 tons. 
Austria was also very fluctuating, as high as 180,000 and 
as low as*^1,000 tons. The exports of refined sugar 
from Austria are very high and very steady, because 
the profit from the duty or the bonus was so arranged 
as to give the turn,to the production and exportation of 
refined rather than raw sugar. 

This rough sketch of the progress of the European 
beetroot sugar industry gives rise to many reflections. 
It has been artificially stimulated, as we sec, to a^vast 
extent, and it has now lost its artificial stimulus. The 
Brussels Convention of 1903 has put a stop to it. During 
its progress it won the race against cane sugar and became 
the dominant fectpr in the sugar markets of the world. 
What will happen now ? Will it hold its own or will 
cane sugar win the next heat ? * 

To answer this question it is necessary to study the 
cost of production in the rival industries. The yield of 
beetroot sugar, per acre, is only one-and-a-half to two 
tons at the best* From the cane, in very favoured 
countries, as we have seen, the yield per acre can reach 
four to five tons. Then, as to skill and excellence in 
manufacture, the beetroot factories were at one time 
far in advance of the cane. The tropical iifllust^ has 
now learned the lesson from its European competitors, 
has improved its methods and goes on doing so very 
rajMdly. But the European industry has its market 
almost fit its doors, while the tropical sugar must 
sometimes travel long voyages to reach the consumer. 

As to actual figures, it is sufficient to say here that 

* Sw Appendix III.* 
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in the most advanced beetroot country, Germany,"the 
average cost of production is about 9s. to 9s. 6d. per 
cwt. But Russia, which produces less than a ton to 
the acre, must have a considerably higher fi§?ire. The 
other countries (^ome between the two. In a first-class 
cane sugar country, like Java or Cuba, the cost of pro¬ 
duction might often be a good deal more thSh a shiUing 
below the cost in Germany. One conclusion can easily 
be stated. The EurojJean producers will continue to 
make as much sugar as their consunjers want so long as 
competition from outside is excluded. Whether they 
can maintain their exports on the present scale is 
doubtful. ‘ 

TIfe reader may wonder why the United Kingdom, 
by tar the largest sugar consumer in Europe, is the 
only Eirropean country which produces no sugar even 
for its own vast consumption. The story which has just 
been told of the European sugar industry is a sufficient 
answer. As Mr. Robert Lowe told us years ago, ours 
is not a paternal Government. With a market for 
1,600,000 tons of sugar at our doors, and a good soil and 
climate, we import it all and read the sugar market 
report day by day under the cheerfub heading of 
“ Foreign Produce.” Germany, in thermeantime, with 
a home demand, in 1901-2, of about 800,000 tons, 
not only supplial all her own sugar, but had, every 
year, more than a million tons for exportation, half of 
which w£b refined sugar. TTiese are curious facts, of 
which the general public, and even our rulei;^, know 
little and care less. * 

Since the abolition of the bounties, Germany’s con¬ 
sumption has risen to 1,600,000 tons, but she ^ntinued 
to export a million tons. 

‘ ‘ The production of beetroot sugar in Europe from 1909-10 
to 1913-14 is given in Appendix II. JTbe increase or decrease 
for each country from 1903-4 to 1913-^ is given in Appendix IV, 



THE BEET INDUSTRV 


ns 

fhe United States, after a few unsuccessful efforts 
in former days, began, in 1890, seriously to embark 
in the industry of beetroot sugar production. Clever 
men made a careful study, in the European countries, 
of* the methods of manufacture; tl\p Department of 
Agriculture, and especially Dr. Wiley, the chief of its 
Bureau ofThemistry, rendered valuable advice, and the 
small beginning soon grew to large dimensions. In 
1892 there were six factories, turning out 13,000 tons 
of sugar. In 190? there were forty-one factories, with 
a total sugar production of 218,406 tons. In the 
season 1908-9, sixty-three factories produced 421,244 
tons. In 1912-13, seventy-three factories pnxluced 
769,507 tons, expressed as r-aw sugar. The indwslry 
enjoys, like its sister cane sugar industry in Louisiana, 
the profitable privilege of entry to the home markets 
duty free. At present the agricultural branch of the 
industry is not* a ^eat success, their average weight of 
roots to the acre being only 8 to 10 tons. The manu¬ 
facturing department, no doubt, includes many up-to- 
date factories, and the results will probably improve 
steadily year by year. Up to 1902-3, the extraction 
of sugar frofh the roots had increased from 11-4 per cent, 
to 12-8 per ceift. • In 1910-11 it was 14 per cent., and, 
in 1913-14, 14’4 per cent. Why the farmers do their 
part of the work so badly is not explained. In many 
parts, no doubt, the clijnate is not so favourable as it 
is in Europe. The industry is, however, vetV sanguine 
with regard to the future, and we can only wish*them 
every success in their brave determination tc^grow and 
prosper. 

Canada is beginning to make her appearance in 
statistics as a sugar-producing country on a smalt scale. 
The history of her attempts to produce beetroot sugar 
is instructive and a warning. It is very much the 
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experience of the United States over again. In 1'881 
the first attempt was made. We are told in a recent 
Report that the experiments then made could not prove 
an;^hing but a failure. In 1901, foiu- factories were 
started, but suffered from the usual initial drawbacks : 
insufficient lx:et acreage and incompetent factory 
management. The farmers were, of cour^, inexperi¬ 
enced and discontented with the price paid for the 
roots. The consequence was that one factory was 
moved to the States ; another gave up the attempt; 
and the two remaining combined, in IW, to form the 
present " Dominion Sugar Company, Limited." The 
two drawbacks were gradually overcome. The farmer 
began to recognize the benefits to be derived from the 
crop; and it became " a known fact that, once inter¬ 
ested in beet-raising, he very rarely discontinues." 
The farmer appreciates the fact that it is a cash crop. 
Prices have now been arranged on the basis of richness 
of the roots and, in fourteen years, prices have risen 
from $3'50 to $5-50 per ton. No farmer now receives 
less than $5-50, which shows that he knows how to 
produce rich roots. Twenty-tliree shillings a ton is a 
good price to begin with. The Canadians have now 
learned the details of the factory woiSt, and can dis¬ 
pense with incompetent imported " experts." It is 
good to hear that the Dominion Company are now 
completing the erection of a large beet-sugar factory 
to dp 1,5W) tons of roots a day. " The plant is one of 
the most complete in the world, equipped with the most 
modem c machinery and appliances that science has 
devised." The Company has evidently learned its 
lesson and is ready to achieve success. It yrould be 
well if some equally intelligent Company w^e to make 
Sts long wished-for apjjearance in our rural districts. 



CHAPTER X 

COMPETITION 

The remarkable and sudden growth of the beetroot 
sugar industry, as related in the last chapter, was 
stimulated in every possible way, first by a quiet, unseer 
but well-known system of under-estimate of the dut} 
to be levied, coupled with full payment of drawback 
on exportation; and afterwards by the paimient of a 
direct bonus on exportation. All this the reader must 
have thoroughly realized from the facts just dcscifted 
He must now lie led, for a moment, a step further bad 
in the history, to a time in the early sixties when the 
beetroot industry was still in its youth and the dominani 
factor in the European sugar markets was the refiner. 
We made all our own refined sugar in those days and were 
quite happy. But our comfortable times were to be 
rudely disturbed. An invitation was addressed to the 
British Government to join France, Belgium and Hol¬ 
land in an Infbmational Conference on the sugar duties. 
The refiners here^dt no benefit from the duty and were, 
therefore, quite willing to have the matter discussed. 
It was not very clear why the other countries should 
desire us to join them ii^ reforming their owp tariffs. 
To judge from the result it would almost seem as if they 
brought lis into the discussion in order to get our duties 
altered. If so, they were entirely successftB. Oui 
Government did exactly what they wanted, and kindly 
did it eveq in advance of the international agreement. 
This may have been magnanimity but can hardly be 
regarded as good business. It would have been bettei 

to wait and see how the terms of the Convention were 

• 
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carried out. However, it was signed and ratified in 
1864,* and the only result, so far as this country was 
concerned, was a constantly increasing supply of loaf 
sugar from France and Holland. In five or*Six years 
the competition Jbecarae serious. Many of the London 
loaf sugar refiners retired from business. The test 
began to look into the matter and soon found out the 
cause of this alarming invasion. According to the 
terms of the Convention the duties on raw sugar were to 
be levied according to the colour of the sugar. There 
were three or four classes, paying difierent rates of duty, 
the brownest sugar in the lowest class, and so on up to 
the finest in the first class. The system worked quite 
fairly in this country, where the refiners used great 
varieties of raw sugar from all parts of the world. But 
in Paris the refiners were beginning to use the raw beet¬ 
root sugar, the quality of which was not accurately 
indicated by the colour. They could get sugar classed 
as yielding only eighty per cent, of refined which in 
reality yielded ninety per cent. In France the duty 
was very high and, therefore, the profit on ten per cent, 
of sugar escaping the duty was very large. The full 
drawback was allowed on exportation and, Idierefore, the 
refiner itaturally got the full duty ffoifi the home con¬ 
sumer. He, therefore, got a profit of ten per cent, of 
the duty «n the whole of his production. After the 
Franco-German War, thfe du^ was greatly increased 
and,so w^ the refiner’s profit. 

In 1872 our markets were, consequently, flooded with 
loaf sugar from Paris. A general meeting of British 
refiners, at which every firm in the kingdom was repre¬ 
sented, was held in London, and a Committee was 
appointed to deal with the subject and induce the 
Government to obtain a rectification of this gross abuse 
of the terms of the Convention. <1116 (/>mmittee set to 
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work with a will, but they little knew that they were 
entering upon a thirty years’ struggle, of whictf they 
only saw a small beginning at that time. 

The Foreign Office took the matter up very willingly. 

It was a complicated subject, but they gradu^y learned 
their lesson and did their best. Some of the refiners 
began to ^d diplomacy to their other labours and the 
contest went merrily on. There were despatches and 
counter-despatches without end, but the foreigners were 
too clever for us. , 

The refiners, however, found very useful allies in a 
most unexpected quarter. The French beetroot sugar 
producers, as related m the last chapter, were under 
stringent excise supervision and had to pay duty on 
every ounce of their sugar. If anyone in France ought 
to have been allowed to “ get a pull ” out of the duty 
it was the beneficent agricultural industry of sugar 
production, not ttiejthree or four millionaire sugar refiners 
in Paris. The country manufacturers were naturally 
jealous of the favours enjoyed in Paris which they were 
not allowed to share, and they also saw that }arge 
exports of loaf sugar to England robbed them of good 
customers th«re and made them more dependent on the 
Paris monopoly.* 'Hiey, therefore, threw themselves into 
the fight with great spirit and considerable success. 
Members of the National Assembly were enlisted on their 
side and the abuses weje well exposed by eloquent 
speakers. , 

The rgmedy proposed by the British refiners, and 
backed up by their French friends, was that the refin- *' 
eries should be under the same excise supervision as 
the beetrqot factories. If the refined sugar was made 
" in bond," that is, without any duty having been paid, 
then the portion which went for export would require* 
no payment of drawback, and that which went for 
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home consumption would pay the full duty on leaving 
the refinery. The cure was absolute and easy. A 
system which worked without difficulty in hundreds of 
beetroot factories could be very easily worked in three 
or four refineries^ The arguments were put before the 
National Assembly with great ability and a law was 
actually voted for putting the refineries utider excise 
supervision and thus getting the full duty on the 
sugar actually produced and paying no drawback on 
exportation. , 

This was a great triumph, and success appeared 
to be more than probable. Our Government urged 
the matter very steadily, an Infemational Conference 
was ,held in Brussels in 1875, followed by two 
more in Paris in 1876 and 1877. But the foreign 
delegates stubbornly resisted. They proposed a com¬ 
promise. “ Saccharimetry,” they said, would be a 
sufficient remedy. All sugar entering the refinery 
should be analysed and the duty levied accordingly. 
The British delegates, very properly, had no faith in 
this proposal as a sufficient security against clever 
manipulations, and held their ground firmly. The 
French Government shelved the Bill vdted by the 
National Assembly for “ refining in bond,” and showed 
no great desire to protect their revenue. The Paris 
refiners wer® too strong and won the battle. There was 
only one British loaf sugar refiner left. 

During'this initial phase of the coming struggle the 
Brit&h Refiners’ Committee induced the We^ India 
Committ^ to join hands with them. The West Indians 
saw that every ton of foreign refined sugar imported 
displaced an equivalent quantity of their ra,w sugar. 
It was also pointed out that new abuses, as described 
ia the last chapter, 'were making their appearance in 
Germany and Austria, smd that very soon raw beetroot 
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sugar, enjoying the extra profit derived from a yidous 
system of levying the duty, would be invading British 
markets^on terms with which no cane sugar producer 
could compete. This turned out to be only too true. 
N6t only raw but also refined sugar ffbm Germany and 
Austria Ijpgan to pour in, the quantity increasing 
rapidly from year to year. 

The two industries of British refining and Gilonial 
sugar production demanded that a Select Committee 
of the House of Commons should be appointed to examine 
the whole question. Mr. Ritchie, then member for the 
Tower Hamlets, obtained the Committee and presided 
over it with great ability for two years, 1879 and ^880. 
The inquiry was carried out thoroughly and was in every 
way—except practical effect—a great success. 

The foreign delegates at the various conferences had 
pointed out, in view of what was going on in Germany 
and Austria, th’at^t would be quite impossible for their 
Governments to agree to any Convention for the aboli¬ 
tion of these artificial aids to foreign manufacturers 
unless the British Government would give them security, 
by a clause, in the Convention, that they should no 
longer have to ^compete in British markets with sugar 
receiving similar advantages from other foreign Govern¬ 
ments. This was such a reasonable and necessary 
demand that it could not be disputed or disregarded. 
If a foreign producer leceives from his Gavernment 
some gift out of the revenue which enables him t6 sell 
his prepuce below cost price and yet make a good 
profit, it is not only reasonable and consistent with 
common sense but also absolutely necessary, if British 
industryns to survive, that such a direct attack on our 
industries should be warded off by some defensiyp 
action. The amount of the artificial profit thus obtained 
could, in the case of^gar, be very accurately (jpfined. 
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and therefore it would be easy to countervail it by an 
equivalent duty. The sugar would then enter our 
markets on equal terms with its British or otlwr com¬ 
petitors. The benefit it received from its Go^mment 
would be put into our Exchequer for the relief of the 
British tax-payer, and everyone would sta^ fair. It 
would be a tax on foreign (^vemment bonuses, dot a 
tax on sugar. 

This was the argument, and it was met, not with 
argument but with violent indignation and heated con¬ 
troversy. The discussion got warmer the longer it 
proceeded, but the warmth was all on the part of the 
opponents of a countervailing duty, while its advocates 
were^uite cool and stuck to a pure economic and scien¬ 
tific statement of their case. They had many suppor¬ 
ters among real political economists, and a great army 
of unreasoning opponents whose sole cry was that 
duty should be levied for revenue purposes oifiy. The 
case of sugar was sufficient to show how erroneous that 
curious dogma really was. The Select Committee saw 
this at once, and the more the witnesses were cross- 
examined by the dogmatic party the more clear their 
case became. The Coimnittee reported in "favour of a 
countervailing duty. The minority'i^ed a report, 
which was defeated by 7 to 5. Of the five who 
abstained, four were probably in favour of the Com¬ 
mittee’s Report. The ReportiWas agreed to without 
a diyidonr 

It would require many chapters to give a full«histofy 
of this interesting controversy which raged for many 
years. It suffices to say that in the end many opponents 
were converted. In the Indian Government could 
no longer endure the serious injury to our Indian sugar 
industry inflicted by the hundreds thousands of tons 
of Austrian and German refined sugar which were 
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“ dumped ” there when European markets were glutted 
with the artificially stimulated over-production iwthose 
countries. A scale of countervailing duties was drawn 
up in IiMia and submitted to Parliament in the Indian 
Taciff Bill of 1899. A great debate togk place, and Mr. 
Chamberlain made an eloquent and convincing speech, 
in which he stated the whole case in favour of the duties 
with remarkable clearness and force. He challenged 
the House to establish once for all the principle of a 
duty to countervail such a foreign artificially stimulated 
competition as this, and the House supported him by 
a large majority. This was four years before his great 
pronouncement in 19(Ki. Again, Sir Robert Gilfen, who 
as one of the Government experts had fought valiantly 
against the sugar industries in his evidence before the 
Select Committee in 1879-80, made the following hand¬ 
some recantation at a meeting of the Royal Statistical 
Society in 1902i ^peaking of his evidence in 1879, he 
said that “ he was not sure that he would have taken 
the same line if he had been able to look forward a 
quarter of a century and see what the result was to be 
of allowing these bounties to continue. People became 
wiser as timi went on, and a good many of the assump¬ 
tions which it Wa^perhaps legitimate to make a quarter 
of a century ago had been falsified by events . . . but, 
having had a quarter of a century’s mor^ experience, 
he was satisfied that theiw bounties must be treated as a 
great infraction of fiee trade, and that all th4 countries 
afiecte(^by them were quite entitled to take exceptional 
measures to put an end to them. . . Whatever we 
might gain temporarily in consequence of what foreign 
countries gave us by these bounties, they were not to be 
endured, and we should join in this general movement 
in favour of free trade." • 

The Report of the Committee fell dead, and the 
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question, so far as diplomacy was concerned, slumbered 
more or less for several years. In 1880 the Government 
made a feeble effort to reopen negotiations, but were 
met at once, very properly, by the French Government, 
who pointed out Jhat they could not consider the matter 
until the British Government were prepared to give the 
contracting parties security that they shoult! not have 
to compete in British markets wift sugar receiving 
similar advantages in other countries. 

In 1888 an International Omfcreyce met in London 
and included Germany and Austria. But, though a 
Convention was more or less agreed to by the contracting 
parties, its presentation in the House of Commons for 
ratification was met by one or two speeches which might 
easily have been answered, but which apparently so 
frightened the Government that they promptly with¬ 
drew the Bill. Great Britain had, on this occasion, to 
bear the obloquy of rejecting the Convention. 

The controversy raged fiercely at that time. The 
dogmatists had fallen back on the argument that the 
sale of goods below cost price was such a blessing to the 
consumer that it was wicked to attempt to stop it. 
They failed to see that if industries are injifted by such 
competition the consumer also suffers. * Production is 
reduced and prices rise. This is exactly what has 
happened wi|h sugar. Very low prices have alternated 
with very high prices at regular intervals. As the late 
Lord Farrtr pointed out, glut'^is followed by collapse 
and Ain. The short-sighted dogmatists decl^#on the 
other hanj}, that they do not mind this; they welcome 
ruinous prices as they do sunshine. 

Another ten years elapsed, the competition among 
the various beetroot sugar producing countries had 
become more and more Ireen and the weaker ones began 
to pine for some way of escape from such an artificial 
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state of things. Another Ginference was called and 
met at Brussels in 1898. The numbers had multiplied. 
France, Belgium, Holland, Germany, Austria, Russia, 
Spain, ^eden and Great Britain were now gathered 
together and showed some real intention to make the 
Conference a success. It was an interesting discussion, 
but 411 hopes of success were wrecked by Russia. It 
was agreed that the Russian system was a flagrant case 
of unfair advantages conferred by the Government on 
their sugar industry, with the effect of artificially 
stimulating production and disturbing the natursil 
course of competition, Russia indignantly denied the 
imputation and the Conference broke up. 

At that date Germany exported 760,000 tons of*raw 
sugar and 426,000 tons of refined. Austria exported 
377,000 tons of refined, and Hungary 40,000 tons. 
The average yearly exports from Russia for the period 
1885-95 had behn •72,000 tons, practically all refined 
sugar. In 1896 the Russian exports went up to 221,000 
tons. An interesting foot-note to the Belgian table of 
(so-called) statistics says; “ The figures relating to the 
production of sugar are approximative, the duty being 
based on a presumed yield.” This is evidently the case, 
for on adding t(?e firoduction and imports for 1^7 we 
get the figure of 222,185 tons, while we find the total 
exports amount to 236,027 tons, leaving a minus 
quantity for home consumption. 
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The United States Government were not going to 
allow their sugar industries to be ruined by the artificial 
S 3 ^tem of forcing production and exportation, now 
a’most universal throughout the ^iuropean beetroot 
industry. They were very happy to import the sugar, 
but it must leave its artificial advantages at the Custom 
House as it passed through. The practical result of 
this'policy was that not only tens but hundreds of 
thousands of tons of superfluous Europeiui beetroot 
sugar were imported into the States without hurting 
anybody, while the American revenue was swelled at 
the expense of Germany and Austria. * The exporters 
paid the countervailing duty and were thankful to get 
rid of a good part of their overburdened stocks. The 
United States thus became the only market where our 
West Indian sugar producers could escape from tbi^ 
ruinous competition—it was their salvation. The Indian 
Government followed the example of the United States 
and gave the same relief to our producers in the East. 

Great BAtain, in the meantime, gloried in allowing 
the European producer to enjoy a preferential position 
in her markets. He was in exactly the same position 
as if his sugar were admitted free while all othbr su^ 
was chafged with a duty. That treatment would be 
rank heresy if bestowed upon British producers ; but 
the other way round it was hailed with delight as the 
most perfect application of the only true eoimcwc 
doctrine. 

Our Cobnial Ofiltce began to t^k othenrise; ^ the 
126 
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Foreign 0£5ce was quite ready to co-operate in applying 
some remedy to this crying injustice, rapidly becoming 
a scand^ They only wanted a mandate and, fortu¬ 
nately, mey got one. The Congress of Chambers of 
Coihmerce of the Emjnre met in Londan in 1900. The 
London Chamber, with some difficulty, had been induced 
to tate up the sugar question and Sir Nevile Lubbock, 
Chairman of the West India Committee, was entrusted 
by the London Chamber with the duty of moving a 
resolution at the Coegress, to the effect that it was time 
for an International Conference for the abolition of these 
artificial stimulants to,production and exportation, and 
that our Government should indicate their determination 
to take steps, either by means of a countervailing fluty 
or by prohibition, to put a stop to them. Sir Nevile 
Lubbock mide a most convincing speech, and was so 
well backed up, not only by Sir Thomas Sutherland and 
by the Presidedt, "Lord Avebury, but also by many 
distinguished Colonial delegates, that the resolution 
was carried by a large majority. 

This was exactly what the Government wanted. 
Immediate steps were taken to call a fresh Conference, 
which eventu^y met in Brussels in the winter of 1901. 
This Conference vraS a big affair and the foreign delegates 
knew that the British Government—^for the first time— 
meant business. It required a very large tablb to accom¬ 
modate delegates represqpting Belgium, Austria, Hun- 
ga^, Germany, France, Spain, Great Britain, I^y, 
Hollandf Roumania and Sweden. 

This Conference had to deal not only with those 
abuses which were rampant in 1898 but also with a new 
method of carrying out, on a still’larger scale, the 
process of exterminating all unaided competitors. The^ 
manufacturers in Germany and Austria had taken a 
leaf out of the Russiah book and developed a new way 
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of fighting the French. The industry in each country 
formed what is called a " Cartel.” They were so similar, 
and their results so identical that it will be si^fhcient to 
describe, very briefly, the German Cartel. The consump¬ 
tion duty, that'is, the duty actually paid by the ron- 
sumer, was 10s. per cwt.; but the import duty, that is, 
the duty which anyone outside would have to pay in 
order to enter into the competition, was 20s. per cwt.— 
just double. The surtax on imports wa.s, therefore, 10s. 
per cwt. and, within the limit of that large amount, the 
home producer could raise his price to the consumer 
without fear of outside competition. But to effect this 
it was necessary that the whole industry should corn- 
bind. They did so. and bound themselves down under 
severe penalties to adhere to the arrange.ment. The 
refiners were to raise the price to the consumer and to 
pay the raw sugar producers a fixed share of the resulting 
profit. The practical outcome was 'that the raw sugar 
producer received 3s. 6d. per cwt. more than the outside 
value of his sugar, while the refiner enjoyed the balance 
of the profit—4s. 6d. per cwt. These were, indeed, 
glorious profits. The great glut of suga^- was rapidly 
increased, but the profit in the home market was so 
large that they could afford to sell their surplus for what 
it would fetch and yet make an abnormal profit on their 
total out-ttim. The value of sugar in the world’s 
markets ^11 3s. per cwt. below the cost of production, 
butihe German producers were delighted, declaring that 
the right policy was to keep prices down so as "to crush 
all outside competition. They very nearly succeeded. 
This was regarded with dismay not only by the ordin^ 
unaided producer but also by the rest of the beetroot 
industry itself, which had long enjoyed and still retained 
the sm^er benefits so generously bestowed upon them 
by their patent Governments. 
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Tlys was the state of tension in whicn tne u>nietence 
met at Brussels, and this was the one subject for dis¬ 
cussion—to abolish the Cartels. It was a long and 
tedious process, but by the end of February,‘'i902, the 
work was completed and all that remained was to wait 
anxiously for the ratification of the Convention which 
was provisionally signed on the 5th March," 1902, and 
came into force on the 1st September, 1903. 

The usual margin between prices of raw and refined 
sugar in Germany was 3s. 6d. per^cwt., but when the 
Cartel was in operation it rose to 10s. 6d., and when the 
Cartel was abolished by the Convention it fell again to 
the normal figure. On 15th Jahuary, 1902, a calcula- 
tion,of the profit arising from the Cartel, based on the 
prices of the day, gave the figure of 7-90 marks per fifty' 
kilogrammes, that is, nearly 8s. per cwt. of'sugar con¬ 
sumed. This, calculated on a consumption of 703,507 
tons, showed a profit of .£5,558,491 fw the industry, 
with which they could make contributions to those who 
lost money on exports. The German Cartel profit was 
sufficient to furnish a bonus of about 5s. 5d. per cwt 
on the refined exported, or 4s. lOd. per cwt. on the raw 
sugar exported. The Austrian Cartel profit, calculated 
in the same way, was found to amount to more than 9s. 
^per cwt. of sugar consumed, showing an annual Carte! 
'fund of £^ 957 , 868 , sufficient to fmmish a bonus of 
4s. 8d. per cwt. on the refined sugar exported, or 4s. 2d. 
per cwt. *on the raw sugar ’exported In the year 
endifig July 31st, 1902, Austria-Hungary ppducad 
1,171,05^ tons, consumed 349,117 tons, and exported 
739,186 tons.. In the same year Germany produced 
2,302,246 tons, consumed 743,520 tons, and exported 
1,144,317 tons. Together, these two countries wece 
able to furnish the outade world with nearly 2,000,000 
tons of sugar. They were selling it at 3s. per cwt. 
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the tost of production and hoped soon to become mMteils 
of the situation. . 

The Convention put a stop to the Cartels by fixii^ 
the surtMC at a maximum of 2s. 6d. per cwt. This was 
m(^ than enough to keep out com^tition, and the 
British delegates feared that a Cartel might be formed 
to eigiloit^ven this reduced surtax; but the situation 
was critical, and it was better to accept the compromise. 
Subsequent experience has shown that half that surtax 
suffices to keep out competition. The large surtaxes, 
therefore, can hav^ had no other object than to enable 
producers to raise prices in the home market. This is 
why excessive surtaxisa must always be regarded as a 
form of State aid calculated to stimulate production 
and exportation with the result of disturbing the natur^ 
course of IJie world’s industry and trade. There is 
nothing to prevent the same system being applied to 
iron, steel, cottqn or woollen goods or any other article 
of commerce. * 

The details of the Convention were summarized by 
the writer in the Economic Journal (Journal of the 
Royal Economic Society) for March, 1M4, from which 
he makes the following brief extracts. 

The first Artifle,of the Convention declares that the 
contracting parties undertake to suppress direct and ^ 
indirect bounties on the production or exportation of 
sugar, and proceeds to define, as follows, some instances 
of the way in which such advantages may result from 
St^te lej^tion. * 

(«) Direct bounties granted to export. » 

(6) Direct'bounties granted to production. 

(c) Total or partial exemption from taxation granted 

for a part of the manufactured product 

(d) Advantages deqved from excess of yield. 
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(«) Advantages derived from the exaggeration of the 
, drawback. 

(/) Advantages derived from any surtax in excess o: 
the rate fixed by Article III. 

Definition (/),‘inserted at the instance of the Britisl 
delegates, was absolutely essential in ordA to mee' 
the case of the Cartel bounties. They proposed to define 
Cartel bounties as “ advantages derived from an] 
surtax,” but in view of the critical state of the negotia 
tions accepted the limitation. Tfee first Article is 
therefore, so far inconsistent that, though it declare! 
the abolition of all bounties, ft permits any Carte 
bounty which may be obtained from the reduced surtaj 
fixea by Article III. The figure of this surtax was 
of course, a great bone of contention, but, was finall] 
fixed at six francs per 100 kilogrammes, that is, 2s. 6d 
per cwt. 

The direct bounties in Germany, France, Austrii 
and Holland came under definitions (a) and (b). Thi 
bounties defined under (c), (<f) and (e) belong to om 
family and are practically interdependent. Levying thi 
duty on an estimated yield is probably followed by thi 
obtaining of a yield in excess of the estimate, and conse 
quently by “ a total or partial exemption from taxatioi 
for a part of the manufactured product." But thi 
would not necessarily create a bounty unless the ful 
amount of duty were returned in drawback on export 
In that case the manufacturer can obtain the ^ dut; 
from the home consumer; but if it were not so <h' 
exemptioVi from taxation would merely operate as i 
reduction of duty to the consumer. Where the fu! 
drawback is returned on export, though the full dot 
1^ not been paid by the manufacturer, the drawhaci 
becomes practically an exaggerate^ one and the bont; 



DIPLOMACY 133, 

is rwHy the result of a combination of the cases defined 
in (c), (d) and («). , 

The second Article abolishes such bounties as are 
here defined by prescribing excise supervision of factories 
and refineries, so that no duty shall be charged on the 
estimated sdeld, and therefore no diWback paid on 
exported sugar. The sugar will be manufactured and 
refined " in bond,” that is, without having paid any 
duty; drawbacks will thus be abolished, and the sugar 
for home consumption will pay the duty when delivered 
for that destination. 

The third Article fixes the maximum surtax at six 
francs per 100 kilogrammes. 

The fourth Article is the penal clause, the object 
of which is to give the contracting States security that 
they shall not in future have to compete with bounty-fed 
sugar. It declares that a duty not less than the amount 
of the bounty shall be imposed in the markets of the 
contracting States’ on sugar from all countries that 
grant bounties. In the case of bounties arising from a 
surtax higher than that fixed by Article III, the counter¬ 
vailing duty shall be calculated by deducting from the 
surtax the figure so fixed and taking half the difference 
as representing ,fhe bounty. 

These then are tke salient points of the &>nvention: 
the decision to abolish all bounties; the establishing 
of manufacturing and refining ‘‘ in bond ” ; 'the limita¬ 
tion of the surtax; and the security to the contracting 
Powers that bounty-fed sugar will no longer be tolerated 
in their'frespective territories. 

There is one minor point in the Osnvention which calls 
for a word of comment. The fourth Article la}^ down 
the rules for countervailing a bounty by means of an 
equivalent duty, but it adds as an alternative that th^ 
high contracting parties reserve to themselves the power 
n—(1463) 
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to prohitat the importation of bounty-fed sugar. This 
appeals to have arisen from some curious superstition 
on the part of the British Government that a duty might 
be regarded as contrary to the principles of frar trade, 
but that prohibition could not fall under th|tt 
stigma. 

If this was the idea it shows a curious want of grasp 
of the subject. A bounty destro 5 ?s free trade in the 
country which receives the bounty-fed commodity, 
because the producer of that commodity is at once 
placed in a position of favour as fompared with his 
competitors who receive no bounty. The foreign pro¬ 
ducer is practically protected by^his bounty in British 
marl^fts if his sugar is allowed to be imported in open 
competition with sugar which receives no bounty. The 
effect is exactly as if the bounty-fed sugar wepe admitted 
free and the other, receiving no bounty, were struck 
with a duty. To eliminate this inequ^ity is the sole 
object of the countervailing duty. If is, in fact, a duty 
on bounties, not on sugar. It accepts the bounty for 
the benefit of the whole nation of taxpayers by putting 
it into the Treasury, and leaves the sugar to compete 
with all other sugar on equal terms. Thesefore, under 
a s}'stem of countervailing duties vffi do not lose the 
benefit of the bounty, we do no injustice to the bounty- 
fed producej, and we save the consumer from the danger 
to his interests arising from the effect of bounties in 
discouraging and eventually *destroying his natural 
sour&s of supply. None of these arguments can Jie 
used in favour of prohibition. 

The Convention expired in 1908 and had to be renewed. 
The British Government, graierally so simple-minded 
and easily over-reached, did a crafty thing. Five 3 rears 
]Keviously they lu^ yielded to the reasonable demand 
of the foreign governments who, ^or thirty years, had 
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persistently urged that they could not be bound by treaty 
to abolish their bounties until Great Britain undertook 
that they should no longer have to compete on British 
marketaivith bounty-fed sugar. Having at last secured 
the abolition of the bounties, the British Government, 
at the earliest opportunity, turned round and declared 
that ,the 3 ^ were about to readmit bounty-fed sugar to 
their markets. The foreign governments were in a 
position of great difficulty. They had no desire to 
revert to the ruinous system of former days and they 
had to give in. • 

Russian sugar, with its bounty, was to come in without 
let or hindrance. These was a great flourish of trumpets. 
The system of restricted “ importation ’’ was to be 
abolished. This was really alt moonshine. The world 
produced 1^,000,000 tons of sugar, and we consumed 
one million and a half. There are at least 12,000,000 
tons (the rest gges to the United States) from which we 
were free to make hur selection. There was, therefore, 
no restriction. Russia, it appears, after sending her 
usual exports to Finland and Persia, had an average 
stuplus of about 40,000 tons, some of which might 
come here. iWhat is tliis drop in the ocean of 
14,000,000 tons^ ^ it happens, Russia had then no 
surplus. So much for restriction of imports. 

There were loud cries, when the Conv^pntion was 
coming into force in 1903, that the price of sugar would 
be raised enormously. Cheat political economists, with 
a Jum for mathematics, sat down and calculated the 
exact figjtre. Our consumption, they said, was ^,600,000 
tons, and the bounties were £5 per ton. Multiply the 
consumption by five and you get £8,000,000. Behold 
the loss to the British consumer I They were not 
aware that price is governed by supply and demand) 
and by nothing else. ,But, nevertheless, the figure was 
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freely quoted even ly statesmen of the highest ralhk, 
and was eagerly swallowed as an indisputable fact. 
They must have been quite surprised to find that supply 
and demand went on governing market prices .^t the 
same as usual, aqd, as there happened to be too muyh 
sugar, prices went down instead of up. Then a most 
fortunate accident happened for the alamusts. .The 
European beetroot crop of 1904-5 suffered from a 
severe drought and produced 1,200,000 tons less sugar 
than the estimate. Prices naturally rose and the 
alarmists cried, " We told you so.” The rise which took 
place was, in fact, a clear proof of the danger to con¬ 
sumers in having to depend on one crop, confined to a 
smalkportion of Europe, for their supply of sugar. And 
this dependence on one crop was the direct effect of the 
bounties. So it was the bounties that werf‘ really the 
cause of the scarcity and the high prices. Europe, of 
course, sowed a large acreage in 1905, pn the strength 
of the good prices, and had a fine season and a bumper 
crop. In August, 1905, we were back again at the old 
price, a price even below the cost of production.^ 
The beetroot sugar industry still keeps up its pro¬ 
duction, and even continues to increa.se,» but not to 
such an abnormal extent as during therbounty period. 
The industry has been firmly established and will 
continue to^ourish, but it can no longer sell for e]q>ort 
below cost price. Cane sugar now has a lair chance. 
The figurfe in Appendix III Show that cane sugar is 
now ^forging ahead, and it will continue to do go, 
keeping pace with the constant increase in the' World's 
consumption. The new fair fight between beet and 
cane will be an interesting stwiy for many years. 

Su Appendix XV. 



CHAPTER XII 


THE SUGAR MARKET 

There are other sugars than the products of the cane 
and the beetroot, and they must not be forgotten. The 
most important is what is called, in the market," Palmyra 
Jaggery," from Inflia, of which at one time this country 
used to import appreciable quantities. Its production 
appears to be a considerable industry in India. The 
juice is tapped at the top of the tall palm-trej and 
caught in esjthen pots suspended from a grooved stick 
which directs the flow of juice into its receptacle. * The 
pots are collected each day and the juice boiled down 
to the crystallising point. 

Another tree that produces sugar is the sugar maple 
in' America. Here the juice is really tapped from the 
stem and boiled down into sugar. The quantity annu¬ 
ally consumed in America is about 11,000 tons. Tlw 
people who 4ive in the country of production tell us it is 
so nice that w« shall never get a chance of tasting it. 

Coining now to the subject of the sugar market, there 
are Still a select few who can recollect wluit the sugar 
market in Mincing Lane was before the advent of beet¬ 
root sugar, that is, in thi early sixties. The J/Vest India 
nerchimts and their brokers, together with merAants 
and brokers who dealt in sugar from other quarters of 
the world, were the sellers. The buyers were the 
refiners and the wholesale grocers or dealers in raw 

‘ The tapping of the juice is often incorrectly described: there 
is BO iB bark. The long flower is tied up and a 

cut off at ffie top* Thtpot is tied on and juice flows into it from 
tibe wound* It is cut a^mn when the jutee^ceases to ^ow, and 
SO OB fim day to day. 
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grocery sugars. But these wholesale grocers had also 
another market to attend, and a very important one— 
the refined market. All the refined sugar consi»!ned in 
the country practically came from British refiners, go 
that, in the case fif London, a buyer from every whole¬ 
sale grocer or dealer had to make a tour of the East pnd 
early every morning to call on some twenty refiners and 
buy their goods. In Mincing Lane work began at 
9 a,m., public sales to value; then a visit to every 
private saleroom where West Indten sugar was on 
show; then the public sales at 1 o’clock, which often 
lasted for an hour or more; so» that the industrious 
buyer often did not get his work done till 3 p.m. 

ThI Mincing I.ane sugar market of to-day^ is a very 
different thing. The public sales are a meije nothing. 
West India brokers have nearly disappeared, the advent 
of the merchant at noon is a thing of the past, and you 
can buy a thousand tons of sugar in fiVe minutes. This 
transformation is all the result of the beetroot sugar 
industry. Beetroot came into Mincing Lane at first 
in pill boxes, carried furtively by the seller in his waist¬ 
coat pocket and hhown in a deprecating u^y as being 
a very impertinent intrusion. Only ope pr two refiners 
would try the experiment, but they did not regret it. 
In Greenock one wide-awake sugar refiner informed his 
broker that he did not want to buy hundreds of tons, 
he wanted ^o buy thousands. Here was a grai^ oppor¬ 
tunity for some intelligent and enterprising foreigner 
develop a new business. He came exactly at tlfe right 
moment, and at the end of his career he was one of the 
greatest sugar-brokers of the world. He not only 
supplied the refiners with their raw material but, 
eventually, had every kind of foreign refined ready for 
t£e whole^e grocer. One of th^ oldest established 

> Betoiif tbe war, 

< 
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houses among the English sugar-brokers, followed his 
example, opened branches in Paris and Magdeburg, and 
ran a very good race with him. ^ 

Then came a great help. Those refiners who used 
beetroot sugar on»a large scale soon found the want bf 
some organization for getting rid of the constant worry 
of complaints of quality and weight in the deliveries 
of the beetroot sugar they were importing. The result 
was the foundation of the London Beetroot Sugar 
Association. This organized body ofi'buyers and sellers 
has worked admirably. A form of contract was estab¬ 
lished which became, eventually,,a very complete and 
effectual document. Every dispute is now settled by 
arbitration, carried out by the Ojuncil of the Association 
in a simple but efficient manner. The sugar is bought 
and sold on the basis of analysis. Sample are most 
carefully taken under the supervision of officers of the 
Association. A portion of the sample* is Jrlaced in three 
sealed bottles, of which one goes to the seller, one to the 
bu)^r, and the third to the laboratory of the Association. 
If there is a serious discrepancy between buyer’s and 
seller’s analysis the third sample is anal 3 jMd by the 
chemist of the Association, and the average of the two 
nearest analyses is taken as the basis of the invoice. 
Here is at once a system which makes the buying and 
selling of sugar mere child’s play. The large, brokers 
with their branches abroad can let you have any quantity 
of sugar you desire. 

The British sugar refiners now supply about 700,006 
tons to ou« consumers, and at one time made it nearly 
aU from raw beetroot sugar. That indicates the quan¬ 
tity of that commodity which we annually imported. 
But the foreign refiner, now suppUes our consumers 
with about 900,000 tons^ of refined beetroot sugar every 

I Tbia, .of course, is a description <A the normal state of 
things insnediately before war upset evWything. » 
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year, so that here we have 1,600,000 tons accountfd for 
without any of the old trouble of valuing and attending 
public «les, or visiting countless private show-rooms, 
at the expense of many hours of valuable time. There 
onfy remains to be dealt with in the oM-fashioncd way 
about lOOjOOO tons of grocery or miscellaneous cane 
sugar', including, of course, our fine colonial produce, 
such as the splendid yellow crystallized sugars from 
Demerara and the West India Islands. This is the 
change that has ojme over the Mincing Lane sugar 
market since 1860. 

But the change has not created a wilderness, as might 
be supposed. On the contrary, the members of the sugar 
market are there in swarms. This is the speculative 
market, a new invention not so very long ago, but now, 
in the eyes of the members, a very old affair. There is 
a “ Call ’’ in the morning, another in the afternoon, 
where prices fluctuifte, not by 6d. per cwt. as in the old 
da)i6 of real bu)dng of solid sugar, but by farthings or 
halfpetmies. When the market is really active there 
may even be a violent rise of a penny. All this may 
seem very chiJdish but it has its practical side. A^big 
bond fide sugar-i)roker sells a thousand tons of solid 
sugar to a refiner, and he can at once cover his s^e in 
the market by buying a thousand tons of imaginary 
sugar for delivery at once or at some future time. He is 
perfectly safe, thanks to4he strict organizatiqp, and if 
he elects to take delivery he will get the sugar. Heean 
thus hedge both his purchases and his sales, and without 
such a facility it would be impossible with afety to 
carry on the large operations necessary for the supply of 

sugar in these days. * . , . . i j 

There was some pleasure and satisfaction in the old 
days in exercising the knowledge that comes from 

I This l||ia diaappeared»in war time. 
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practical experience and selecting with-care and skiH 
the best article at the lowest possible price. That part 
of expert knowledge in the sugar industry hfs gone. 

The beetroot industry is beginning to get anxious as to 
its future prospects. Professor Dr. E. 0. von Lippmann, 
at the head of the German industry both as «xpert and 
leader, a few years ago expressed his alarm with no 
uncertain sound. He points to the rapid recovery of 
cane sugar since the Brussels Convention, to its monster 
factories, to its large yields of sugar to the acre, and,. 
worst of all, to its low cost of production. He speaks 
of the cost of production in Cuba as being down to 8s. 
per cwt. free on board. He has even heard of lower 
figuf'es, down to 6s. 6d. per cwt., and of a factory which 
produces 78,000 tons of sugar a year. He quotes the 
figures from 1904 to 1909, showing that cane sugar has 
increased from 48 per cent, to 54 per cent, of the world’s 
production. * Going further back he*shows that in 1899 
cane sugar produced only 31 per cent. We know that 
in those da)^ even Java, with all its natural advantages, 
great skill and knowledge, declared that it could not 
stand against such artificial competition, as then pre¬ 
vailed. He went on to remind his audience how he had 
urged, at that time, that the low prices were, from their 
point of view, in conformity with the interests of the 
European “industry. But now, he continues, better 
prices contain a danger, because they are calculated 
to p'-ovoke a new and notable extension of the cultiva¬ 
tion of the sugar cane. He also laments that*German 
raw sugar has deteriorated in quality and that German 
refined sugar has lost its reputation. They must 
organize, he says, and if the industry will not, take the 
necessary measures it is not for want of warning. 

* He probably made the same m'stake as that which is 
pointed out in Appendix III. 
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Tbds is in a veuy minor key. In the days when begtroot 
was master he had urged that low pricte must be 
maintained in order to crush competition. That he 
veiy nearly succeeded wc all know, and the fact was 
admitted even by such a powerful alithority as The 
Times. I» the Financial Supplement to The Times of 
December 17th, 1909, there was a leading article on 
" The Rise in Sugar,” in which the writer, after some 
interesting comments on the position, continued as 
.follows— 

“But what must .strike the observing man who 
inquires into the facts of the situation is the probability 
that but for the Brussels &)nvcntion the rise in s%ar 
in this country, instead of beirig 2s., might have been 
20s. per cVt. For if the Convention had not put an 
end to the bounty system on the Continent the cane 
sugar industry by this time would have been practi¬ 
cally dead, and we should have been entirely depen¬ 
dent on the supplies of the Continental beet growers. 
And it is the comparative failure of the beet harvest 
this year that is the real and only cause of the rise 
in sugar. .*. . To all intents and purposes, then, 
we should be ^aefed with a shortage of about half-a- 
million tons in the European needs for sugar were it 
not for the mpst welcome increase in the production 
of cane sugar, and thaf^increase could not a|jd would 
not have occurred under the bounty system.” * 

• • 

The authors of the Brussels Convention weref pleaMd 
to receive this unexpected and most weighty testimonial. 
For thirty years they were branded as economic infidels 
and heretics, but it appeared, on this very high authority,^ 
that their political economy was sound, that they have 
done a ffood deed and. saved a valuable industry^ from 
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destrection. A good deal of injury m^ht have been 
avoided—injury to consumer as well as producer—if 
their advice had been listened to at the outsrt of the 
disease. , 

As a last worcf, we ask again, which is to \rin the race 
between cane and beet ? Or are they to run i. dead heat 
and divide the stakes ? At one time the beetroot 
industry, as we have seen, was rather sad, while cane' 
sugar was very cheerful and “going strong.” Those 
connected with the latter declare fnat their adversary • 
will never hurt them now, and can only live with the 
help of a surtax. This, at present, is not borne out 
by {he facts; the beetroot industry shows no signs "of 
reducing its production. But it is quite prepared to 
face the fact that, all artificial stimulus having been 
withdrawn, it will not continue to make its accus¬ 
tomed giant strides. M. Fran 9 ois Sachs, the eminent 
Belgian expert and statistician, said," with regard to the 
rapid increase in the world’s consumption, and therefore 
production:—“ It is true that Europe, and certainly 
Belgium, will take but a feeble part in this increase in 
the production of the future.” • 

Let us end with the hearty wish that both industries 
may flourish, each in its own sphere ; after their splendid 
efforts they both deserve it. 



